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Erev Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Pinchas – 23  זה אליהו מבשר הגאולהrd of תמוז 

 ענייני בין המצרים

Moshiach Tidbit 

The Arizal says that the Shabbosos of the 3 weeks, are, in time, like the three cities 

of refuge {that will be added in the time of Moshiach}, in space. They are a place in 

which we seek refuge from the negativity of Galus, and it is through them that 

Hashem brings the remedy, before the sickness of Golus. 

Based on the above statement, on the Shabbosos of the 3 weeks, there is no place for 

mourning & sadness. On the contrary, because Shabbos is a foretaste of Moshiach’s 

time, we experience the 3 weeks as they will be in the time of Moshiach, when they 

will be transformed into the greatest holidays. 

Moreover, the cities of refuge have a specific connection to the time of Moshiach: 

The Rambam quotes the Mitzva of adding 3 more cities of refuge in the time of 

Moshiach, as a proof to the coming of Moshiach – as it is part of the Mitzvos of 

Torah that must be fulfilled in the physical sense. 

According to Chassidus, the three cities of refuge that will be added in the time of 

Moshiach correspond to the three intellectual faculties – Chochma, Bina & Da’as. 

Intellect is something that is usually concealed. Hence, the three weeks are a time of 

concealed kindness. However, through the study of Torah, especially the esoteric 

wisdom – which reveals that which is hidden, and specifically through studying in 

the Torah the concepts that pertain o Moshiach and redemption – we will 

immediately reveal the hidden kindness, so that it becomes revealed kindness with 

the immediate revelation of Moshiach. 

Laws & customs (as they applied in previous years) 

1. The Chabad custom is not to eat new fruit (that would necessitate the Brocho 

of She’hecheyanu) even on the שבתות of the 3 weeks.   

2. In all other matters – it is forbidden to display any signs of mourning on 

Shabbos. On the contrary – one must exhibit additional joy. 

3. We learn the laws of the Beis HaMikdash on Shabbos as well. 

4. Tehilim is said before Davening and a Farbrengen is held as on every Shabbos 

Mevarchim. אב הרחמים is omitted before Ashrei of Mussaf. 
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 נייני בית המקדשע

Hashlomo to lesson five: 

• Yechezk’el Chapter 40 

In the Mishnayos of lesson five – we learned about the בית המטבחיים of the second 

Beis HaMikdash. It was not a separate room, but rather an open area around the 

Mizbayach. In the third Beis HaMikdash – the animals will be Shechted in a 

separate room, and inside the entrance hall of the gates (as we will learn that 

each of the 6 gates of the 3rd Beis HaMikdash will have an Ulam – entrance hall, 

leading up to it.) 

 0Ch. 4    s Prophecy’el’Yechezk                                           'סי' מ   נבואת יחזקאל 

Posuk 38 פסוק ל"ח 

There was a room {near the northern gate of 

the inner courtyard (Azara)} 

ה   ְוִלְשכָּ

its opening facing the sides of the gate ִרים ּו ּה ְבֵאיִלים ַהְשעָּ  ִפְתחָּ

where the {insides of the} burnt offering are 

washed: 

ה ֹעלָּ ם יִָּדיחּו ֶאת הָּ  :שָּ

Rashi seems to be saying that this is the לשכת המדיחים; however according to the  תוספות

 Although in the 1st & 2nd .(where the Korbanos were Shechted) בית המטבחים it is the יום טוב

Beis HaMikdash the בית המטבחים was not a closed room, rather it was a designated area 

in the north of the Azara, in the 3rd בית המקדש there will be a room with its opening facing 

the gate (away from the Azara). The reason for this is either so that the blood and animal 

waste cannot be seen by someone standing in the Azara, or so that the Viduy said by the 

person bringing theKorban while he does Semicha which right before the Shechita, cannot 

be overheard.  

Posuk 39 פסוק ל"ט 

In the entrance hall of the {northern} gate   ם ַהַשַער  ּוְבֻאלָּ

there are 2 tables on either side {east & 

west1} 

נֹות ִמֹּפה  נֹות ִמּפֹו ּוְשַנִים ֻשְלחָּ  ְשַנִים ֻשְלחָּ

upon which the burnt offerings & sin 

offerings, {which have to be slaughtered on 

the north (of the Azara)} are slaughtered: 

ם שָּ אָּ את ְוהָּ ה ְוַהַחטָּ עֹולָּ  :ִלְשחֹוט ֲאֵליֶהם הָּ

                                                           
1 The morning תמיד would be slaughtered on the east side & the afternoon one on the west. 
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Posuk 40 'פסוק מ 

Next to the outside {of the entrance hall}   ֵתף הְוֶאל ַהכָּ  ִמחּוצָּ

after ascending {the steps}  עֹוֶלה  לָּ

to the opening of the northern gate,  ְפֹונָּה ל  ֶפַתח ַהַשַער ַהצָּ

There are {an additional} 2 tables,  נֹות  ְשַנִים ֻשְלחָּ

and on the other side {outside} of the 

entrance hall 

ם ַהַשַער  ַאֶחֶרת ֲאֶשר ְלֻאלָּ ֵתף הָּ  ְוֶאל ַהכָּ

are {another} two tables: נֹות  :ְשַנִים ֻשְלחָּ

Posuk 41 פסוק מ"א 

Four table on either side2   נֹות ִמֹּפה ה ֻשְלחָּ עָּ נֹות ִמֹּפה ְוַאְרבָּ ה ֻשְלחָּ עָּ  ַאְרבָּ

next to the {entrance hall of the} gate,  ַער  ְלֶכֶתף ַהשָּ

a total of eight tables upon which they would 

Shecht {the Korbanos}: 

טּו נֹות ֲאֵליֶהם ִיְשחָּ  :ְשמֹונָּה ֻשְלחָּ

Posuk 42  מ"בפסוק 

There are four tables for {rinsing} the burnt 

offerings3 

ה   עֹולָּ נֹות לָּ ה ֻשְלחָּ עָּ  ְוַאְרבָּ

made of hewn stone  ִזית  ַאְבֵני גָּ

each measuring 1.5 x 1.5 Ama  ֵחִצי ה ַאַחת וָּ ֵחִצי ְוֹרַחב ַאמָּ ה ַאַחת וָּ  ֹאֶרְך ַאמָּ

and one Ama high  ְת ֲאֵליֶהם ו ה ֶאחָּ  ֹגַבּה ַאמָּ

upon which the knives4 were placed  ְוַיִניחּו ֶאת ַהֵכִלים 

used to slaughter the burnt offerings and the 

other offerings: 

ם ְוַהזַָּבחֲאֶשר  ה בָּ עֹולָּ  :ִיְשֲחטּו ֶאת הָּ

Posuk 43 פסוק מ"ג 

And the hooks5 of one Tefach   ד  ְוַהְשַפַתִים ֹטַפח ֶאחָּ

are prepared {for skinning the animals}, 

inside the Azara all around, 

ִביב  ִביב סָּ ִנים ַבַבִית סָּ  מּוכָּ

                                                           
2 Two in the east and two in the west inside the entrance hall, and 2 on either side, in the thickness 

of the gate 
3 In the room of the slaughtering house, that was mentioned in Posuk 38. 
4 The knives would be there so that they are prepared for being used.  
5 Iron hooks were set in short wooden pillars upon which the {dead} animal was hung & skinned. 
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and {after the skinning}, the meat of the 

Korban would be placed on the tables {that 

are described in Posuk 42}6: 

ן ְרבָּ נֹות ְבַשר ַהקָּ  :ְוֶאל ַהֻשְלחָּ

Lesson Seven 

The Aron and the Holy of Holies 

Contents: 

• Rambam Chapter 4  

• Yechezk’el Chapter 41 

• The Aron 

  hMishne Tora –Rambam                                  הלכות בית הבחירה    רמב"ם

 Chapter 4                   'דפרק 

Halacha 1 'הלכה א 

There was a stone in the west of the Holy 

of Holies {near the back},  

דָּ    ה ְבֹקֶדש ַהקֳּ ְיתָּ בֹוֶאֶבן הָּ   ,ִשים ְבַמְערָּ

upon which the Aron was placed,  ,רֹון ֻמנָּח אָּ יָּה הָּ ֶליהָּ הָּ  ְועָּ

and in front of it was the jug of Mana and 

Aharon’s staff.  

ן ּוַמֵטה ַאֲהרֹון. נָּיו ִצְנֶצֶנת ַהמָּ    ּוְלפָּ

In Parshas Beshalach (Shmos 16, 33) Moshe Rabeinu tells Aharon to place one jug 

of Mana as a keepsake in front of the Aron for generations to come. Rashi quotes the 

Gemara in Sanhedrin that this served as a reminder that our livelihood comes from 

Hashem. 

In Parshas Korach (Bamidbar 17, 25) Hashem tells Moshe Rabeinu to place Aharon’s 

staff (that blossomed and grew almonds), as well as the blossoms and almonds, before 

the Aron – as a reminder that Hashem chose only Aharon and his descendants to be 

Kohanim.  

When King Shlomo built the (1st) Beis 

HaMikdash;  

 נָּה ְשֹלֹמה ֶאת ַהַבִית, ֶשבָּ  ּוְבֵעת

since he knew that it would eventually be 

destroyed, 

ֵרב,   ְויַָּדע ֶשּסֹופֹו ֵלחָּ

he built a place below (the Holy of 

Holies) in which to hide the Aon 

ה,  רֹון ְלַמטָּ אָּ קֹום ִלְגֹנז בֹו הָּ נָּה מָּ  בָּ

in deep, twisting hidden passages  ;ְבַמְטמֹוִנּיֹות ֲעמּוקֹות ַוֲעַקְלַקּלֹות 

                                                           
6  To be rinsed  
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and King Yoshiyahu ordered that it 

should be hidden 

ה ּוְגנָּזֹו   ְויֹאִשּיָּהּו ַהֶמֶלְך ִצּוָּ

in the {hiding} place that Shlomo had 

built 

נָּה ְשֹלֹמה,   ִבְמקֹום ֶשבָּ

As it is written: “And he said to the 

Levites7 who teach all of Israel, 

ר ל "ַוּיֹאֶמר ַלְלִוִּים ַהְמִביִנים :ֶשֶנֱאמָּ ֵאל ְלכָּ   ִיְשרָּ

 who are Holy for Hashem:  ,'ַהְקדֹוִשים ַלה 

Place the holy Aron ַהֹקֶדש  ֲארֹון ְתנּו ֶאת 

in the house8 that was built by Shlomo the 

son of David, king of Israel, 

נָּה ְשֹלֹמה ֶבןַבבַ  ֵאל ִית ֲאֶשר בָּ ִויד ֶמֶלְך ִיְשרָּ  דָּ

you no longer have a burden to carry on 

your shoulders9 

א ֵאין ֶכם ַמשָּ ֵתף  לָּ הַבכָּ  ַעתָּ

just serve Hashem your G-d”: ֹלֵהיֶכם-אֱ  'ה -ִעְבדּו ֶאת . . " 

The Rebbe explains10 that the words “twisted deep passages” allude to the fact that 

the Galus & concealment of the Aron bring to Teshuva;, through the twisted passages 

we reach the depth of the soul, which in turn brings about the redemption and the 3rd 

Beis HaMikdash. 

Halacha 2 'הלכה ב 

Hidden together with {the Aron} were 

Aharon’s staff & the jug {of Mana} 

 ְוִנְגַנז ִעמֹו ַמֵטה ַאֲהרֹון ְוַהִצְנֶצֶנת,   

and the oil used for anointing,  ;ה  ְוֶשֶמן ַהִמְשחָּ

and none of these were returned in the 2nd 

Beis HaMikdash. 

ְזרּו ְבַבִית ֵשִני. ל ֵאּלּו לֹא חָּ    ְוכָּ

Also the Urim VeTumim11 that they had 

in the 2nd Beis HaMikdash 

יּו ְבַבִית ֵשִני  ְוַאף אּוִרים ְוֻתִמים ֶשהָּ

                                                           
7 Levites here refers to Kohanim 
8 The simple meaning of this Pasuk is that he ordered them to return the Aron to its place in the 

Holy of Holies (as it had been removed by King Menashe, who placed an idol in its place). 

However, our sages explain that King Yoshiyahu realized that the Beis HaMikdash was soon to 

be destroyed, so he told them to place the Aron in the secret room that Shlomo built. 
9 The simple meaning is, since you have no other burden, you can involve yourself in the Avoda. 

According to the interpretation of Chazal, he said: if you don’t hide the Aron now, it will end up 

being taken with you into Galus, and there is no guarantee that you will be able to carry it back. 
 .י the end of Siman – חידושים וביאורים להל' ביהב"ח 10
11 The Rambam interprets Urim Vetumim as the stones on the High Priest’s breastplate, and that 

an essential part of it was the Divine spirit, that was missing in the 2nd Beis HaMikdash. The 

Ra’avad (and Rashi) however, explain that the Urim VeTumim was a parchment with the Holy 
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did not answer with Divine spirit,  יּו ְמִשיִבין ְברּוַח ַהֹקֶדש  לֹא הָּ

and questions were no longer asked of it,  ,ֶהן ִלין בָּ יּו ִנְשאָּ  ְולֹא הָּ

as it is stated: “Until a Kohen will rise to 

{bring back} the Urim VeTumim12”, 

ר   ".ְלאּוִרים ְוֻתִמים "ַעד ֲעֹמד ֹכֵהן :ֶשֶנֱאמָּ

and the only reason that they nevertheless 

had {the Urim VeTumim – stones of the 

Choshen} in the 2nd Beis HaMikdash} 

ן  יּו עֹוִשין אֹותָּ  ְולֹא הָּ

was to complete the eight garments 

{necessary} for the High priest, 

דֹול,  ִדים ְלכֹוֵהן גָּ א ְכֵדי ְלַהְשִלים ְשמֹונָּה ְבגָּ  ֵאלָּ

so that he shouldn’t be lacking {any of his 

necessary} garments. 

ִדים ר ְבגָּ  .ְכֵדי ֶשּלֹא ְיֶהא ְמֻחּסָּ

In the 1st chapter of Hilchos Beis Hab’chira, the Rambam describes the necessary 

components for the building of the Beis HaMikdash and mentions seven utensils. In 

chapter 2 & 3, he continues to describe these utensils (Mizbayach, Menora etc.) Yet, 

when describing the utensils, the Rambam omits any mention of the Aron, and 

instead writes about it in the 4th chapter, when beginning to describe the dimensions 

of the actual structure! The reason for this is, because the Aron is not merely one of 

the utensils, it is an essential part of the actual building (of the Holy of Holies). 

Hence, now, when describing the actual structure of the Beis HaMikdsh, the 

Rambam begins by describing the most important part of the structure, the Aron in 

the Holy of Holies.  

The question then arises: Was the 2nd Beis HaMikdash then lacking its most 

important component – the Aron?! 

This is why the Rambam goes into such length regarding what seems to be mere 

historical events, that have no place in a book of Halachos! When building the Beis 

HaMikdash, King Shlomo was instructed by Hashem to build an underground room, 

and to sanctify it as a place for the Aron. Thus, two places were built and sanctified 

by Shlomo HaMelech for the Aron, one above ground, and one below ground! 

This is why the Rambam emphasizes that it was placed there by order of King 

Yoshiyahu, in a time that not only was the Beis HaMikdash still standing, it was in 

no danger whatsoever. Nevertheless, since it was done by orders of King Yoshiyohu 

(which carries the same weight as the orders of King Shlomo), and he told the 

Levites, which in this case, means the Kohanim, to do it, it does not diminish in any 

way the existence of the Aron in the Beis HaMikdash. The Aron remains in the place 

                                                           

name of Hashem placed between the folds of the Choshen, which was hidden in the 2nd Beis 

HaMikdash. 
12 Until Moshiach comes, and the full Urim VeTumim is restored. 
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sanctified for it by King Shlomo at the time of the building of the Beis HaMikdash. 

This is also why the Rambam mentions here about the Urim VeTumin, to prove that 

there could not have been any essential part lacking in the 2nd Beis HaMikdash, 

which is why despite the fact that the Urim V’Tumim did not answer questions – it 

still needed to be there; and it therefore follows that the Aron was also not missing. 

This is also why the Rambam describes at length the jug of Mana & Aharon’s staff, 

to say that they also remained forever in their proper place in front of the Aron. This 

also strengthens the connection between the 1st, 2nd & 3rd Beis HaMikdash. At the 

beginning of building the 1st Beis HaMikdash, a place was already established for 

the Aron in the 2nd, that will be fully revealed only in the 3rd.  – The Rebbe13 

Halacha 6  גהלכה' 

In the 1st Beis HaMikdash, there was a wall 

that separated 

ל ַמְבִדיל  יָּה כֹותָּ  ְבַבִית ִראשֹון הָּ

between the Holy & the Holy of Holies,  ,ִשים דָּ  ֵבין ַהֹקֶדש ּוֵבין ֹקֶדש ַהקֳּ

that was one Ama thick14. .ה ְביֹו ַאמָּ    עָּ

When they built the 2nd Mikdash  ,נּו ַבִית ֵשִני ן ֶשבָּ  ְוֵכיוָּ

they had a doubt regarding the placement of 

the wall: 

ֶהם   ִנְסַתַּפק לָּ

Is its Ama thickness part of the {40 Ama} 

measurement of the Kodesh, 

יָּה ִמִמַדת ַהֹקֶדש  ל הָּ  ִאם ֹעִבי ַהכֹותָּ

or is it part of the Holy of Holies15?  ;ִשים דָּ  אֹו ִמִמַדת ֹקֶדש ַהקֳּ

They therefore made the Holy of Holies  ֳּשּו ֹקֶדש ַהק ְך עָּ ִשים ְלִפיכָּ  דָּ

twenty complete Amos  ,ה ְתִמימֹות  ֶעְשִרים ַאמָּ

and the Kodesh 40 complete Amos,  ,ה ְתִמימֹות ִעים ַאמָּ שּו ַהֹקֶדש ַאְרבָּ  ְועָּ

and they left one extra Ama  ה ה ְיֵתרָּ  ְוִהִניחּו ַאמָּ

between the Kodesh & Kodesh HaKodoshim.  ִֹשים.ֶדש ְוֹקדֶ ֵבין ַהק דָּ    ש ַהקֳּ

In the 2nd Beis HaMikdash they did not build 

a wall, 

ל ְבַבִית ֵשִני נּו כֹותָּ  ְולֹא בָּ

rather they made two curtains,  שּו א עָּ רֹוכֹותֵאלָּ  ְשֵתי ּפָּ

one on the side of the Holy of Holies ִשים דָּ ד ִמַצד ֹקֶדש ַהקֳּ  ֶאחָּ

And one on the side of the Kodesh  ,ד ִמַצד ַהֹקֶדש  ְוֶאחָּ

                                                           
 Siman 10 חידושים וביאורים הל' ביהב"ח 13
14 In the 3rd Beis HaMikdash there will also be a wall, it will be 2 Amos thick. 
15 Some opinions hold that the doubt was not regarding the actual measurement, but regarding the 

status of holiness. According to the Rambam, however, it was the actual measurement. 
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with one Ama space in between them  ,ה  ּוֵביֵניֶהן ַאמָּ

for the thickness of the wall that was in the 1st 

{Beis HaMikdash}. 

ִראשֹון;  יָּה בָּ ל ֶשהָּ  ְכֶנֶגד ֹעִבי ַהכֹותָּ

However, in the first Mikdash (the Mishkan)16  ,ש ִראשֹון ל ְבִמְקדָּ  ֲאבָּ

there was only one curtain ד ֹרֶכת ַאַחת ִבְלבָּ א ּפָּ ם ֵאלָּ ה שָּ ְיתָּ  לֹא הָּ

as it is stated: “The curtain shall separate”. ר ֹרֶכת :ֶשֶנֱאמָּ ה ַהּפָּ ֶכם "ְוִהְבִדילָּ  ". לָּ

According to the Rambam the difference between the curtain in the Mishkan and the 

wall in the 1st Beis HaMikdash, is the following: The Mishkan was a temporary 

dwelling, hence the main thing was the final outcome, that the Kodesh HaKodoshim 

should be covered with a curtain. In the Beis HaMikdash, however, since it was a 

permanent dwelling, every aspect was an important part of the structure itself. 

Hence, the Ama thickness of the wall was a necessity in the building of the Beis 

HaMikdash. 

When they weren’t sure where to put that Ama, it wasn’t enough to merely make the 

Kodesh a full 40 Amos and the Kodesh HaKodoshim a full 20 Amos, and put a 

curtain that would close off the Holy of Holies; there needed to be this Ama space 

as well. Nevertheless, they couldn’t build the actual wall in a place that they weren’t 

sure where it belonged, since that would be adding to the blueprint set by Hashem. 

Therefore, they made two curtains, and left an entire Ama between them17. 

This concept also connects with the explanation of the Zohar, that the Beis Hashem 

is comprised of 4 parts, and then there is a separate area called the Beis HaMelech, 

which is the Holy of Holies. The Rebbe’s father explains that these 4 correspond to 

the 4 letters of Hashem’s name. The D’vir – the wall between the Kodesh & Kodesh 

HaKodoshim is the Yud. The Ulam is the Hei, the תאים - chambers are the Vov, and 

the courtyards the final Hei. The D’vir is the intermediary through which the Kodesh 

HaKodoshim affects the world outside, being that the Kodesh HaKodoshim itself is 

the Beis HaMelech, which is higher than the letters of Hashem’s name – The Rebbe18 

                                                           
16 According to the Kesef Mishne, the 1st sanctuary refers to the Mishkan, since in the 1st Beis 

HaMikdash there was a wall rather than a curtain. 
17 According to the Rambam there had to be a full Ama (to set aside the place of the Ama thickness 

of the wall), while according to Tosefos, there was not a full Ama space between the 2 curtains. 

Perhaps, the fact that – according to the Rambam, the two curtains together with the Ama space in 

between them was more than an Ama, alludes to the wall in the 3rd Beis HaMikdash which will 

be 2 full Amos. 
 Siman 22 חידושים וביאורים להל' ביהב"ח 18
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The Poroches in front of the Kodesh HKodoshim in the Mishkan 

 

 
Note the two curtains between the Kodesh & Kodesh HaKodoshim 

 1Ch. 4    s Prophecy’el’Yechezk                                           אסי' מ"   נבואת יחזקאל 

Posuk 3 'פסוק ג 

He came to the inside {wall that leads to the 

Holy of Holies} 

ה   א ִלְפִנימָּ  ּובָּ

and measured the doorposts {thickness of 

the wall}, 2 אמות  

ד ֵאיל ַהֶּפַתח ְשַתִים ַאמֹות   ַוּיָּמָּ

and the door was 6 Amos {high19},  ְוַהֶּפַתח ֵשש ַאמֹות 

                                                           
19 Rashi writes: I can only interpret this to mean the height. 
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and the width of the door, 7 Amos: ְוֹרַחב ַהֶּפַתח ֶשַבע ַאמֹות: 

In the 1st Beis HaMikdash there was a wall that was one Ama thick, covered by a 

curtain, and there were two doors inside the wall (there is no metion of their dimension). 

In the second, there were 2 curtains, with an Ama space in between them. In the 3rd, 

there will be a wall that is 2 Amos thick, and a door 6 Amos high by 7 wide. (The Pasuk 

doesn’t mention a curtain). 

Posuk 4 'פסוק ד 

He measured the length {of the Kodesh 

Hakodoshim} 20 Amos 

ה  ְרכֹו ֶעְשִרים ַאמָּ ד ֶאת אָּ  ַוּיָּמָּ

and its width 20 Amos ה   20ְוֹרַחב ֶעְשִרים ַאמָּ

along the width of the Heichal  ל  ֶאל ְּפֵני ַהֵהיכָּ

and he said to me: “This is the Holy of 

Holies21”:  

ִשים דָּ  .ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵאַלי ֶזה ֹקֶדש ַהקֳּ

The Aron (Teruma Ch. 25) 

Although the Rambam doesn’t describe the dimensions of the Aron; neither do the 

Mishna or the Navi Yechezk’el – we include here an artist’s image of the Aron as 

described in the Chumash – Parshas Teruma. 

 

The Rebbe explains22 that according to the Ramban, the faces of the K’ruvim 

resembled the angels of the Merkava, while according to Rashi they resembled 

                                                           
20 In the first Beis HaMikdash, the height of the Holy of Holies was also 20 Ama, unlike the 

remainder of the Heichal that was 30 Amos high. 
21 The Tosfos Yom Tov points out that it is a great wonder that the Navi didn’t see the Aron – 

which will undoubtedly be there in the 3rd Beis HaMikdash. 
 Siman 11 חידושים וביאורים להל' ביהב"ח 22
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faces of children. The Ramban’s Pirush contains the deepest ideas of Kabala, 

hence the K’ruvim resembled angels, signifying the deepest concepts. 

Rashi, however, is P’shuto Shel Mikra. According to him, the K’ruvim resembled 

children, signifying how the simplicity of a Jew is the place where Hashem reveals 

the simplicity of Hashem’s essence. 

Delving Deeper 

From the Source: 

Chassidus explains the words of the Gemoro that מקום הארון אינו מן המדה: the space 

of the Aron was not part of the measurement of the Holy of Holies. If one were to 

measure the Aron itself, they would reach two and a half Ama in length, one and a 

half in width and one and a half in height. If one were to measure the space of the 

Holy of Holies from east to west was 20 Amos, and from north to south twenty 

Amos. Yet, if one were to measure from the eastern wall of the Holy of Holies until 

the Aron – it would be ten Amos; from past the Aron until the western wall – also 

ten Amos, and the same thing from north to south. Where did the 2.5 x 1.5 Amos of 

the Aron’s dimension go?! 

Now, if we were to say that the Aron was merely a spiritual entity that did not have 

a measurement – it could be understood. Yet – we don’t say that; on the contrary, if 

the Aron was not two and a half Ama by one and a half Ama – it wouldn’t be an 

Aron. This is what the Rashba in his responsa refers to as: נמנע הנמנעות בחיק הבורא. 

The Creator has the power of putting opposites together and making them one. The 

Aron measured and didn’t measure at the same time. It was within the realm of time 

and space, while at the same time being beyond time and space. 

The power for this is the Atzmus – essence of Hashem, who cannot be defined in 

any manner: He is not within time and space, neither is He above time and space. 

Hashem’s very essence is and is not as one. 

Discussion: 

Let us merely put together a few of the ideas that we learned: 

The ultimate of the Beis HaMikdash is the fact that Hashem resides in the material 

world. It is there that His essence resides, and it is there that we serve Him with 

physical objects. The place where this is most expressed is the Holy of the Holies 

and the Aron – where Hashem’s presence actually resides in a physical space. 

The purpose of the Ramban is to reveal the G-dly presence to the extent that a person 

can grasp it (thus – his commentary contains secrets of the Torah). He therefore 

concentrates on the Aron and the Holy of Holies in a manner best understood by the 
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human mind. He deals with the “faces of angels” – the spiritual energy from above 

to the extent that it can be perceived by man. 

The Rambam, however, deals only with a person’s mission in this world, and leaves 

that which is above human perception, as just that – not attempting to draw it down. 

The “Beis HaMelech” remains just that. It is only from the “Beis Hashem” onwards 

– as a result of the “empty space” that we can begin to draw it down into our world. 

Rashi, like the Rambam, leaves Atzmus in its simplicity, and yet he achieves that 

simplicity with just that – simplicity. Rashi allows a person to reveal his “inner 

child” and thus the simplicity of the Jew which is one with the simplicity of Above – 

the essence of Hashem. 

The most important aspect of the Beis HaMikdash is the only one that is seemingly 

missing in the 2nd Beis HaMikdash, and that itself is because the Aron has the power 

to be and not be at the same time, and as a result to bring a Jew to the ultimate 

achievement. Through the seeming lack – which is in the time of the 2nd Beis 

HaMikdash, we can realize that even with the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash – 

the very same Aron is actually here, and as a result we achieve the ultimate 

achievement – the third Beis HaMikdash, when the essence of every Jew is revealed 

as one with the very Atzmus - essence of Hashem. 

Perhaps this is why Yechezk’el does not describe seeing the Aron. Of course he saw 

the Aron, but in the time of Galus, when he said his prophecy, because this was then 

beyond comprehension, it expressed itself as an empty space – one which is actually 

the true and ultimate reality, and will be revealed speedily in the 3rd Beis 

HaMikdash! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


