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Wednesday Parshas Pinchas – 21  זה אליהו מבשר הגאולהst of תמוז 

 ענייני בין המצרים

Moshiach Tidbit 

The Rebbe quotes from the Tzemach Tzedek in explaining the Pasuk in Eicha: 

 All of her pursuers have reached her between the – "כל רודפי' השיגוה בין המצרים"

constraints. The 3 weeks between the 17th of Tamuz & the 9th of Av, which are 

known as the “Bein HaMetzarim”, is a time that due to the great descent, one can 

achieve any spiritual level that he sets out for and pursues. The Rebbe adds that 

through our Avoda in the time of Galus, המצריםין ב  we will reach and achieve 

 the Beis HaMikdash with the Mizbayach, upon which we will offer - השיגוה

Korbanos. 

Another explanation of this Pasuk is that the pursuers 'רודפי in ריםבין המצ , which 

is comprised of 21 אך days are,  טוב וחסד ירדפוניאך  – good & kindness pursue me, 

and therefore they will reach me - וההשיג . 

Likutei Sichos Vol. 4 – Hosafos Bein Hametzarim 

 ענייני בית המקדש

Lesson Five 

Measurements of the Mizbayach (2) 

Contents: 

• Rambam Chapter 2  

• Mishnayos Midos Chapter 3 

• The Future Beis HaMikdash 

 Ch. 2       Mishne Tora – Rambam                      ב' פרק  הלכות בית הבחירה    רמב"ם

Halacha 5 כה ה'לה  

The Mizbayach that was made by Moshe 

Rabeinu  

ה,  ָעָשה ֹמשֶׁ ַח שֶׁ  ִמְזבֵּ

and the one that King Shlomo built {for 

the 1st Beis haMikdash}, 

ָעָשה ְשֹלֹמה,   ְושֶׁ

and the one built by those who came from 

Bovel {for the 2nd Mikdash}, 

ָעשּו בְ   ה, נֵּי ַהּגֹולָ ְושֶׁ
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and the that will be built in the future {for 

the 3rd Beis HaMikdash}, 

ָעשֹות ֲעִתיד ְלהֵּ  ְושֶׁ

are each 10 Amos high.  ן הֶׁ ָחד מֵּ ר ַאּמֹות ֹּגַבּה ָכל אֶׁ שֶׁ  כָֻּלן עֶׁ

This that is written in the Torah: “its height 

was 3 Amos” 

 "ּתֹוָרה "ָשֹלש ַאּמֹות ֹקָמתֹותּוב בַ ְוזֶׁה ַהכָ 

refers only to the area of the fire.  .ְמקֹום ַהַּמֲעָרָכה ִבְלָבד   

The Mizbayach of the 2nd & 3rd Beis 

HaMikdash; 

ן ָהֲעִתיד  ָעשּו ְבנֵּי ַהּגֹוָלה, ְוכֵּ ַח שֶׁ   ְלִהָבנֹותּוִמְזבֵּ

the measurement of their length & width  ,ִמַדת ָאְרכֹו ְוָרְחבֹו 

was thirty-two by thirty-two Amos. ְשלֹוִשים ּוְשַּתִים ַאּמֹות ַעל ְשלֹוִשים ּוְשַּתִים. 

Halacha 6 'הלכה ו 

The ten Amos of the Mizbayach’s height,  ֶׁר ַאּמֹות ש שֶׁ חַ ַהִּמזְ ֹגַבּה  לעֶׁ   בֵּ

some are Amos of five Tefachim,  ,ן ְבַאָּמה ַבת ֲחִמָשה ְטָפִחים הֶׁ  מֵּ

while others are Amos of six Tefachim,  ן ְבַאָּמה ַבת ִשָשה ְטָפִחים הֶׁ  ּומֵּ

but all other Amos of the Mikdash are 

comprised of six Tefachim each. 

  

   ִשָשה ְטָפִחים.ת ַהִבְנָין, ַבת ַאּמֹו ְשָאר ָכלּו

Halacha 7 'הלכה ז 

These are the measurements and form {of 

the Mizbayach}: 

 :ָכְך ָהְיָתה ִמָדתֹו, ְוצּוָרתֹווְ 

Unlike the Mishna (that we learned in yesterday’s lesson), the Rambam gives the 

calculation in Tefachim rather than Amos, so that we can know which Ama is comprised of 

5 Tefachim and which is 6. Also, because the Mishna discusses Amos, it doesn’t specify the 

amounts that are less than an Ama, whereas the Rambam does. 
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Five Tefachim up & 5 Tefachim in:   ִָמָשה ְטָפִחים ִחים, ְוָכַנס חֲ ָלה ֲחִמָשה ְטפָ ע 

is the Yesod, :זֶׁה הּוא ְיסֹוד   

now the remaining width is 30 Amos and 2 

Tefachim, 

 ִנְמָצא ֹרַחב ְשלֹוִשים ַאָּמה ּוְשנֵּי ְטָפִחים, 

by 30 Ama and 2 Tefachim.  ְֵּטָפִחים.י ַעל ֹרַחב ְשלֹוִשים ַאָּמה ּוְשנ   

Thirty Tefachim {five Amos of 6 Tefachim 

each} up and five Tefachim in: 

ַפח, ְוָכַנס ֲחִמָשה ְטָפִחים   ָעָלה ְשלֹוִשים טֶׁ

is the Sovev, :ב    זֶׁה הּוא סֹובֵּ

the remaining width is now 28 Ama & 5 

Tefachim 

ְש  ָעה ים ַאָּמה ְוַאְרבָ ִר ִנְמָצא ָרְחבֹו ְשמֹונֶׁה ְועֶׁ

 ְטָפִחים, 

by 28 Ama and 5 Tefachim1. .ְשִרים ַאָּמה ְוַאְרָבָעה ְטָפִחים    ַעל ְשמֹונֶׁה ְועֶׁ

The area of the horns, is a {6 Tefach} Ama all 

around, 

 ּוְמקֹום ַהְקָרנֹות, ַאָּמה ִמזֶׁה ְוַאָּמה ִמזֶׁה ָסִביב 

as was the area where the Kohanim walked {an 

Ama all around}; 

י ַהכֹוֲהִנים, ַאָּמה ָסִביב: ן ְמקֹום ַרְגלֵּ    ְוכֵּ

the {diameter} of the area of the fires is now 24 

Ama & 4 Tefachim 

ְשִרים  ִנְמָצא ְמקֹום ַהַּמֲעָרָכה ֹרַחב ַאְרַבע ְועֶׁ

 ַאָּמה ְוַאְרָבָעה ְטָפִחים, 

by 24 Ama and four Tefachim:  ְש  :ִרים ַאָּמה ְוַאְרָבָעה ְטָפִחיםַעל ַאְרַבע ְועֶׁ

Halacha 8 'הלכה ח 

The height of each Keren is 5 Tefachim  ן, ֲחִמָשה ְטָפִחים רֶׁ ן ְוקֶׁ רֶׁ  ֹּגַבּה ָכל קֶׁ

                                                           
1 According to the Rambam, there are four 5 Tefach Amos: The Ama up and Ama in of the 

Yesod, the Ama in of the Sovev and the Ama up of the horns. 
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and its length & width, one Ama.  ן, ַאָּמה ַעל רֶׁ    ָּמה.אַ ְוִרבּוַע ָכל קֶׁ

All four corners were hollow, .ְוַאְרַבע ַהְקָרנֹות, ֲחלּולֹות ָהיּו ִמּתֹוָכן  

and the fire area {from the Sovev to the top} was 

18 Tefachim high. 

ַפח   .ְוֹגַבּה ְמקֹום ַהַּמֲעָרָכה, ְשמֹוָנה ָעָשר טֶׁ

Hence, half the height of the Mizbayach,    ַֹח, ִנְמָצא ֲחִצי ּג  ַבּה ַהִּמְזבֵּ

29 Tefachim, are below the Sovev2: ב ּוְלַמָטה:  כ"ט  ְטָפִחים ִמּסֹוף ַהּסֹובֵּ

Halacha 9 'הלכה ט 

There was a red string around the middle of the 

 מזבח

ל חַ  ִסְקָרה ָהָיה ְוחּוט שֶׁ ְמַצע ַהִּמְזבֵּ  ָחגּור ְבאֶׁ

to separate between the higher & lower bloods.  ְליֹוִנים ַלָדִמים ין ָדִמים ָהעֶׁ ְלַהְבִדיל בֵּ

   .ַהַּתְחּתֹוִנים

Now, the height {of the Mizbayach} from the 

ground until the {top of the} fire area,   

ץ ַעד ְמקֹום ַהַּמֲעָרָכה  , ְוִנְמָצא ָּגְבהֹו ִמן ָהָארֶׁ

is nine Amos minus 1 Tefach:3 ַפח ַשע ַאּמֹות ָפחּות טֶׁ  :ּתֵּ

Halacha 10 'הלכה י 

The Yesod of the מזבח didn’t go around fully on 

all sides 

ַאְרַבע רּוחֹוָתיו   ַח לֹא ָהָיה ַמִקיף מֵּ  ְיסֹוד ַהִּמְזבֵּ

as did the Sovev, ,ב  ְכמֹו ַהּסֹובֵּ

rather it went along the entire north & the entire 

west sides 

ד ָכל רּוַח ָצפֹון   גֶׁ ָלא ָהָיה ַהְיסֹוד ָמשּוְך ְכנֶׁ אֵּ

 ּוַמְעָרב, 

and was missing one Ama on the south an one 

Ama on the east  

ל ְבָדרֹום ַאָּמה ַאַחת ּוְבִמְזָרח ַאָּמה ַאַחת   ְואֹוכֵּ

{so that} the south eastern corner did not have a 

Yesod: 

ן ְדרֹוִמית ִמְזָרִחית, לֹא ָהָיה ָלּה ְיסֹוד רֶׁ   :ְוקֶׁ

Other commentaries explain that the Yesod went only 1 אמה into the south side, and 1 Ama 

into the east side, other than that, the east & south sides did not have a Yesod. 

                                                           
2 In old manuscripts, כ"ט is replaced by 'כש meaning כששה – half the Mizbayach is 6 Tefachim 

below the Sovev The entire height of the Mizbayach is 58 Tefachim. From the top until the Sovev 

there are: 5 Tefachim of the horns, 18 of the מקום  המערכה = 23. 6 Tefachim below the Sovev is 29, 

half of 58. 

3 The height of the Mizbayach excluding the horns is 9 Ama minus a Tefach, because the 1 Ama 

up of the Yesod was only 5 Tefachim. 
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Halacha 11 אהלכה י" 

On the west south corner {of the Yesod}   ,ן ַמְעָרִבית ְדרֹוִמית רֶׁ  ּוְבקֶׁ

there were two holes resembling two thin nostrils,  ְטִמין ַדִקין  ָהיּו ְשנֵּי ְנָקִבים ְכִמין ְשנֵּי חֻּ

they are called “Shises4”,  ִן ַהנ    ָרִאין ִשיִתין,קְ ְוהֶׁ

through which the blood5 would go down and mix 

in the stream 

ן ּוִמְתָעְרִבין ָבַאָּמה,  ַהָדִמים יֹוְרִדין ָבהֶׁ  שֶׁ

and then continue to the river of Kidron: ְויֹוְצִאין ְלַנַחל ִקְדרֹון:   

Halacha 12 "בהלכה י 

On the floor near the {southwest} corner  ן רֶׁ  ּוְלַמָטה ָבִרְצָפה ְבאֹוָתּה ַהקֶׁ

there was a space of 1 אמה by 1 ָהָיה ָמקֹום ַאָּמה ַעל ַאָּמה, אמה 

and there was a marble tile with a ring affixed to it 

{with which to lift the tile},  

ל ַשִיש ְוַטַבעַ    בּוָעה ָבּה, קְ  תְוַטְבָלה שֶׁ

from there they would go down into the “Shis” 

and clean it6:  

בֹו יֹוְרִדין ַלִשית ּוְמַנִקין אֹותֹו:  שֶׁ

Halacha 13 "גהלכה י 

 There was a {stone} ramp built to the south of the 

Mizbayach, 

ש  בֶׁ ל ִלְדרֹומֹו ָבנּוי ָהָיה ְוכֶׁ חַ זְ ּמִ  שֶׁ  בֵּ

thirty two Amos long  ,ָאְרכֹו ְשלֹוִשים ּוְשַּתִים 

and sixteen Amos wide,  ש ֹרַחב ַעל ה שֵּ ְשרֵּ   ַאָּמה עֶׁ

it covered 30 Amos of ground space in front of the 

Mizbayach, 

ל ְוָהָיה ץ אֹוכֵּ חַ  ִמַצד ַאָּמה ְשלֹוִשים ָבָארֶׁ  , ַהִּמְזבֵּ

                                                           
4 The 2 holes in the Keren for the Nesachim, and the 2 in the Yesod for the blood, all led to a 

hollow area under the floor next to the Mizbayach, from where it would go into the Ama which 

was the “irrigation system” of the דשהמק  ,a stream of water that flowed under the Azara - בית 

ending up in the river of the Kidron valley. According to the Rambam the holes and hollow 

together are called “Shis”. The Gemara, Midrash & Zohar say that the “Shisin” were created at the 

beginning of creation, and they go down to the very depth of the earth. 

5 The “remainder of the blood” of some קרבנות was poured on the Yesod, some on the western 

side, and others on the southern side. The two holes on the corner were one on the west & one on 

the south. They were next to each other so that the blood would mix in the “Shis” and go to the 

 .אמה

6 This was done in order that the congealed blood doesn’t create a blockage, and stop the flow. 
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{the remaining 2 Amos}, one goes over the 

Yesod, and one over the Sovev7. 

חַ  נּו ּופֹורֵּ  ַעל ְוַאָּמה ַהְיסֹוד ַעל ַאָּמה ִמּמֶׁ

ב    .ַהּסֹובֵּ

There was a very small space between the {top of 

the} ramp and the Mizbayach 

יר ין ַמְפִסיק ָהָיה ְמַעט ְוַאּוֵּ חַ  שבֶׁ כֶׁ הַ  בֵּ   ,ַלִּמְזבֵּ

so that the {animal} limbs  can be thrown8 {onto 

the Mizbayach}. 

ָבִרים ִבְזִריָקה. ן ָהאֵּ י ִלּתֵּ    ְכדֵּ

The height of the ramp was 1 Tefach less than 9 

Amos, 

ש ְוֹגַבּה בֶׁ ַשע ַהכֶׁ  , ְשתּות ָפחּות ַאּמֹות ּתֵּ

going up until the {top of} the fire area.  .ד ַהַּמֲעָרָכה גֶׁ    ַעד ְכנֶׁ

Halacha 14 "דהלכה י 

Two small ramps extended from {the big one}, נּו יֹוְצִאים ְקַטִנים ְכָבִשים ּוְשנֵּי  , ִמּמֶׁ

upon which one would go up to the Yesod and to 

the Sovev9, 

ם פֹוִנים ַליְ  ָבהֶׁ ב סֹושֶׁ  ד ְוַלּסֹובֵּ

and they were a hairs breadth apart from the ְבָדִלין .מזבח חַ  ִמן ּומֻּ  .ִניָמה ִכְמלֹוא ַהִּמְזבֵּ

There was a window in the ramp on its west side, 

the size of 1 Ama by 1 Ama, 

ל ְבַמְעָרבֹו ָהְיָתה ְוַחלֹון  ש שֶׁ בֶׁ  ַעל ַאָּמה, כֶׁ

  הּמָ אַ 

which was called “Revuva”, את    ּוְרבּוָבה ָהְיָתה ִנְקרֵּ

inside it they would put birds that were 

disqualified from being a sin offering 

ָבּה י נֹוְתִנין שֶׁ  , ָהעֹוף ַחַטאת ְפסּולֵּ

{where they would remain} until losing their 

form, so that they could be burnt: 

ַּתֲעֹבר ַעד א צּוָרָתּה שֶׁ צֵּ ית ְותֵּ ָפה ְלבֵּ    :ַהְשרֵּ

The Ra’avad argues here that רבובה does not mean a window, and although there was also 

a window, that is separate to the רבובה. Perhaps according to the ראב"ד the word רבובה 

implies that there was a hollow space in the Mizbayach. 

                                                           
7 The Yesod & Sovev protruded an Ama each, hence, there was a 30 Ama distance from the 

beginning of the ramp until the מזבח, and yet the ramp itself was 32 Amos long. 

8 The Gemoro learns that just as the blood must be thrown onto the מזבח, the limbs that go on the 

 must also be thrown, and in order that it be considered throwing there must be an empty מזבח

space. 

9 On the eastern side of the כבש there was a small ramp that went up to the Sovev, and on the 

western side, the ramp went down from the Sovev, and before the bottom it turned going down to 

the floor next to the ramp, giving easy access to the Yesod. 
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 The Mizbayach with the two small ramps 

Halacha 15 ט"ו הלכה  

There were two tables   ְלָחנֹות ָהיּו  ּוְשנֵּי שֻּ

on the west of the ramp {between the 

Mizbayach & the Ulam} 

שְבַמְעַרב  בֶׁ   ַהכֶׁ

one {was} of marble10,  ֶָׁחד ש  ַשִיש,  לאֶׁ

upon which the limbs {of the Korban} 

were placed11, 

ָבִרים  ת ָהאֵּ נֹוְתִנין ָעָליו אֶׁ  שֶׁ

and one was silver, upon which the holy 

vessels {that were used for the Korban} 

were placed. 

ל ָחד שֶׁ נֹוְתִנין ָעָליו  ְואֶׁ ף, שֶׁ סֶׁ תכֶׁ י ַהָשרֵּ  .ְכלֵּ

 

Halacha 16 הלכה ט"ז 

                                                           

10 Although generally vessels of the בית המקדש were made of precious metals, this table was 

specifically made out of marble (unlike the other table which was silver), in order to keep the 

animal parts cool so they shouldn’t spoil. In the 3rd בית המקדש too, there will be stone tables (for 

the same purpose). 

11 If they get heavy for the Kohen while carrying them to the מזבח he can put them down on the 

table. 
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When the Mizbayach is built,  ַח בֹוִנין ַהִּמְזבֵּ  ְכשֶׁ

it must be built as an entirely solid block 

like a pillar 

 בֹוִנין אֹותֹו כֻּלֹו ָאטּום ְכִמין ַעּמּוד, 

not leaving any empty (hollow) space 

whatsoever, 

ין עֹוִשין ב  ֹו ָחָלל ְכָללְואֵּ

they would bring complete stones  מֹות ִביא ֲאָבִנים ְשלֵּ ָלא מֵּ  אֵּ

{that are both} large & small  ,ְּגדֹולֹות ּוְקַטנֹות 

and bring lime, pitch & molten lead,  ,ת ְוקֹוְנָיה ִביא ִסיד ְוזֶׁפֶׁ  ּומֵּ

blend them together, and pour the mix 

into a large mold of the Mizbayach’s 

dimensions, 

ה  ן ָּגדֹול ְכִמָדתֹו, ּוְמַמחֶׁ ְך ְלתֹוְך ַמְלבֵּ  ְושֹופֵּ

and build level after level12. ּובֹונֶׁה ְועֹולֶׁה. 

A wooden or stone block is placed in the 

mold 

ן ְבתֹוְך ַהִבְנָין ּגּוף  לְונֹותֵּ ן  שֶׁ בֶׁ ץ אֹו אֶׁ  עֵּ

at {the bottom} southeast corner, in the  

dimension of its Yesod13, 

ן ְדרֹוִמית ִמְזָרִחית, ְכִמַדת ַהְיסֹוד  רֶׁ  ְבקֶׁ

and the same is done inside each corner,  ,ן רֶׁ ן ְוקֶׁ רֶׁ ן ְבתֹוְך ָכל קֶׁ ן נֹותֵּ  ְוכֵּ

until the building is finished ַיְשִלים  ַהִבְנָין  ַעד שֶׁ

the blocks are then removed, ְבתֹוְך ַהִבְנָין   ,ְוָיִסיר ַהּגּוִפים שֶׁ

so that the corners remain hollow. ְוִיָשֲארּו ַהְקָרנֹות ֲחלּוִלין. 

Halacha 17 הלכה י"ז 

The four “horns” of the Mizbayach,  ַח,  לְקָרנֹות שֶׁ ַאְרַבע  ִּמְזבֵּ

its base and its square dimension are 

absolute requirements, 

 ְמַעְכִבין  ִויסֹודֹו, ְוִרבּועֹו

A Mizbayach that is lacking {one of the} 

horns, the base, the ramp, or the square 

dimension 

ין לֹו  ַח ְשאֵּ ן, ִויסֹוד, ְוכֶׁ ְוָכל ִמְזבֵּ רֶׁ ש, ְוִרבּועַ קֶׁ   בֶׁ

is disqualified,  ,י הּוא ָפסּול  ֲהרֵּ

since each of the above four is 

indispensable. 

ַאְרַבְעָּתן ְמַעְכִבין.    שֶׁ

                                                           
12 The first mold is for the Yesod, the second for the Sovev and the third for the top part. 

13 Since the southeast corner does not have a Yesod (according to Rashi’s opinion, it is along the 

entire length of the south & the east, besides for one Ama on each side), as we learned 

previously. 
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However the measurements of its length, 

width & height 

  ִמַדת קֹוָמתֹוֲאָבל ִמַדת ָאְרכֹו, ּוִמַדת ָרְחבֹו, ּו

are not absolute requirements יָנן ְמַעְכִבין    ,אֵּ

as long as it is no less that an Ama by an 

Ama with the height of 3 Amos,  

ַאָּמה ַעל ַאָּמה ְברּום ָשלֹוש  לֹא ִיְפֹחת מֵּ ְוהּוא שֶׁ

 ַאּמֹות, 

as was the size of the מקום המערכה of the 

Mizbayach in the desert : 

עּו לְכשֵּ  .ִמְזַבח ִמְדָבר ר ְמקֹום ַהַּמֲעָרָכה שֶׁ

Halacha 18 הלכה י"ח 

If the structure of the Mizbayach is 

damaged  

ִנְפַגם ִמִבְנָינֹו ַח שֶׁ   ִמְזבֵּ

if it was one Tefach of the structure that 

was damaged, it is unfit for use, 

פַ ם ִמִבנְ ִאם ִנְפגַ    .ָפסּול ,חָינֹו טֶׁ

and if it is less than a Tefach, the 

Mizbayach can still be used 

ר ַפח, ָכשֵּ   ָפחּות ִמטֶׁ

as long as a chipped stone does not remain 

{as part pf the Mizbayach}14. 

ן ְפגּוָמה בֶׁ לֹא ִיְהיֶׁה ַבִנְשָאר אֶׁ  .ְוהּוא שֶׁ

Mishna - Tractate Midos                                            )משנה    )מידות                                                          

Chapter 3   'פרק ג 

Mishna 2 משנה ב 

On the west south corner {of the Yesod}  ן ַמֲעָרִבית ְדרֹוִמית רֶׁ  ּוְבקֶׁ

there were two holes resembling two thin 

nostrils, 

 ְשנֵּי ְנָקִבין ָהיּו

 ,ְכִמין ְשנֵּי ֹחְטִמין ַדִקין

so that the blood that is poured on the west and 

the south sides of the Yesod 

ַהָדִמין ִנָּתִנין ַעל ְיסֹוד מַ  ֲעָרִבי ְוַעל ְיסֹוד שֶׁ

 ְדרֹוִמי,

would go down in them   ןְוי  ,ֹוְרִדין ָבהֶׁ

and mix in the stream ּוִמְתָעְרִבין ָבַאָּמה, 

and then continue to the river of Kidron: ְויֹוְצִאין ְלַנַחל ִקְדרֹון. 

Mishna 3 משנה ג 

On the floor near the same corner ן רֶׁ  ,ְלַמָטה ָבִרְצָפה ְבאֹוָתּה ַהקֶׁ

there was a space of an Ama by 1 ּוָמקֹום ָהָיה ָשם ַאָּמה ַעל ַאָּמה אמה 

                                                           
14 As we learned in the first chapter that only complete stones can be built in the Mizbayach. 
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and there was a marble tile with a ring affixed to 

it {in order to lift the tile},  

ל ְקבּוָעה  ַטַבַעת ָהְיָתהו ִיששַ  ְוַטְבָלה שֶׁ

 .ָבּה

from there they would go down into the “Shis” 

and clean it:  

 .ּוְמַנִקין אֹותֹו בֹו יֹוְרִדין ַלִשיתשֶׁ 

There was a ramp to the south of the Mizbayach, ל ש ָהָיה ִלְדרֹומֹו שֶׁ בֶׁ חַ  ְוכֶׁ  ִּמְזבֵּ

thirty two {Amos} long by 16 wide, ה ְשרֵּ ש עֶׁ  ,ְשֹלִשים ּוְשַּתִים ַעל ֹרַחב שֵּ

there was a window in its west side ּוְרבּוָבה ָהְיָתה ְבַמֲעָרבֹו, 

where they would keep the birds that had been 

disqualified from being brought as a sin offering: 

ָשם ָהיּו נֹוְתנִ  י ַחַטאת ָהעֹוףשֶׁ  .ין ְפסּולֵּ

Mishna 5 משנה ה 

On the north of the Mizbayach15 there were rings 

{set in the floor} 

ל חַ  ְוַטָבעֹות ָהיּו ִלְצפֹונֹו שֶׁ  ,ִּמְזבֵּ

six rows of four each, ל  .ַאְרַבע ַאְרַבע ִשָשה ְסָדִרים שֶׁ

and some say: ְויֵּש אֹוְמִרים: 

four rows of six rings each16  ל ש ַאְרָבָעה שֶׁ ש שֵּ  ,שֵּ

upon which the Korbanos were slaughtered17. ת ַהָקָדִשים ן שֹוֲחִטין אֶׁ יהֶׁ ֲעלֵּ  .שֶׁ

The place for the slaughtered animals18 was on 

the north of the Mizbayach, 

ל ְטָבַחִים ָהָיה ִלְצפֹונֹו שֶׁ ית ַהּמֻּ חַ  בֵּ  ,ִּמְזבֵּ

there were eight low pillars, ם ַנָנִסיןְוָעָליו ְשמֹוָנה ַעּמּוִדי, 

upon which there wooden squares were placed ל ן ּוְרִביִעית שֶׁ יהֶׁ ז ַעל ַּגבֵּ רֶׁ  ,אֶׁ

with iron hooks attached to them, ל ן ְוָאְנְקָליֹות שֶׁ  ,ַבְרזֶׁל ָהיּו ְקבּוִעין ָבהֶׁ

 three rows {of hooks}19 on each {square},  ְָחדּוְשֹלָשה ְסָדִרין ָהיּו ב ָחד ְואֶׁ  ,ָכל אֶׁ

on these hooks they would hang {the animals} to 

remove the skin, 

ן ּתֹוִלין ּוַמְפִשיִטין ָבהֶׁ  ,שֶׁ

                                                           
15 The Korbanos that are “Kodshei Kodshim” must be Shechted in the north of the Azara. 

16 In the 3rd בית המקדש, the Novi describes 8 tables upon which the Korbanos will be slaughtered. 

However, there it will be inside the entrance hall of the north gate (in order to keep the blood & 

guts out of sight, or in order not to hear the Viduy of the one bringing the Korban.)  
17 They would put the animals head in the ring, so that it is easier to slaughter it. 

18 Where they would rinse the meat, etc. In the 3rd Beis HaMikdash, there will be chamber near the 

gate for this purpose. The actual לשכת המדיחין – room for rinsing the insides of the 2nd בית המקדש 

is only for those parts that require a more thorough washing, so it’s done in a special room. 

19 The 3 rows were at 3 different heights, so that the larger animals can be higher and the smaller 

ones lower. 
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and there were20 marble tables21 between the 

pillars. 

ל ְלָחנֹות שֶׁ ין ָהַעּמּוִדיןַשִיש  ְושֻּ  .בֵּ

The Future Beis HaMikdash 

Although the Mizbayach of the second Beis HaMikdash was built according to the 

measurements dictated for the third, there will be a few variations. The Tosefos 

Yom Tov explains in this way the words that we say in Musaf of Rosh Chodesh: 

 :You should establish a new Mizbayach in Tzion – מזבח חדש בציון תכין

1) The Yesod will be two Amos high rather than one. 

2) According to the תויו"ט the Yesod will go all around. 

3) According to Rashi – the Mizbayach will be 11 Amos high rather than 10. 

BEH we will yet learn the description of Yechezk’el regarding  the  לשכת בית

 in the 3rd Beis HaMikdash – as they will be separate לשכת המדיחין and המטבחיים

rooms, and also have less tables. See footnotes 31, 33 and 35. 

                                                           

20 The Mishna in Shkalim says that there were 8 tables, in the 3rd Beis HaMikdash there will be 3.  

21 The insides of the animal were washed on these tables, and perhaps they also served to support 

the bulk of the animal while it was being skinned, so it wouldn’t drag on the floor. 


