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Tuesday Parshas Pinchas – 20  זה אליהו מבשר הגאולהth of תמוז 

 ענייני בין המצרים

 אהבת ישראל

Moshiach Tidbit 

 There are two manners in which Ahavas Yisroel is connected to the coming of 

Moshiach: 

1) Being that the Galus & destruction of the Beis HaMikdash were caused by 

the opposite of Ahavas Chinam; the way that we abolish the Golus and bring 

to the building of the Beis HaMikdash is through Ahavas Chinam. 

2) In order to begin living with Moshiach – we must behave in a similar 

fashion as will be prevalent in the time of Moshiach – when there will be 

“no jealousy or competition etc.”. 

In the first manner, there is a Galus that we wish to get rid of; hence the Ahavas 

Yisroel is also in the same manner: although we have differences etc., we strive to 

overcome them. 

In the second manner, however, as a result of the revelation of the Yechida – there 

is no difference or separation between one Jew and the other to start with. 

Sicha of Parshas Mishpatim 5752 

During the “three weeks” one should especially increase in Ahavas Yisroel. The 

cause for the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash was baseless hate. We must 

especially add in baseless love in order to bring Moshiach who will build the 3rd Beis 

HaMikdash. The Rebbe instructed to learn the discourse titled Heichaltzu that was 

said by the Rebbe Rashab in 5659, during the three weeks, since it expounds upon 

the Mitzva of Ahavas Yisroel. 

Some Halachos of the three weeks 

All Halachos that apply to future days – we learn them as they were applicable in 

previous years – as we are certain that this year they will not be applicable. 

By learning the Halachos in Torah – we hope to be יוצא, so that this year the 

mourning is transformed to the greatest joy. 

During the “three weeks” we don’t take haircuts, nor listen to music, or get married. 

It is permitted to get engaged, but the celebration should be on a smaller scale – just 

Mezonos and L’chaim – no dancing or music. We also do not buy or put on new 

clothing and avoid making the ברכה of שהחיינו, even on Shabbos. 
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 ענייני בית המקדש

Lesson Four 

The Mizbayach & its Measurements (1) 

Contents: 

• Rambam Chapter 2  

• Parshas Teruma Ch. 27  

• Yechezkél Chapter 43 

• Mishnayos Midos Chapter 3 

 Ch. 2       ishne ToraM –mbam aR                      ב' פרק  הלכות בית הבחירה    רמב"ם

The Rambam begins this chapter by expounding upon the uniqueness of the 

Mizbayach, which is arguably the most central part of the Mishkan & Mikdash. It is 

upon it that the many animal sacrifices are offered on a constant basis, thus fulfilling 

the primary purpose of the Mikdash, serving Hashem and bringing blessings & 

forgiveness to the Jewish people. The Gemara explains that the very name 

“Mizbayach” is in itself an expression of how it endears the Jewish people to their 

Father in Heaven, and causes their wrongdoings to be absolved. Every Sukos, there 

were special praises in the Beis HaMikdash, dedicated to the Mizbayach. 

In the absence of the Mizbayach, the Mikdash is not a Mikdash, but the Mizbayach 

can serve its purpose even if the rest of the Beis HaMikdash is missing. Upon their 

ascent from Bavel, the first thing the Jewish people built was the Mizbayach, so that 

they could proceed to offer the daily Korbanos. When Moshiach comes, as well, the 

first obligation before that of building the Mikdash, is building a Mizbayach upon 

which the animal sacrifices can be brought. It is not surprising that the Mizbayach 

has the most Mitzvos associated with it, and that the Rambam dedicates an entire 

chapter to its dimensions. 

When the Jews came up from Bavel, they needed prophecy only for the place & 

dimensions of the Mizbayach and how we must bring the offerings upon it. It is only 

the Mizbayach, whose space & dimension must be precise. This is where Hashem’s 

choice is expressed. Holiness & spirituality is not a choice that is beyond 

explanation. The physical world and the sinful man, the blood of animals and its 

guts & fats, these are chosen by Hashem. This must forever be in its exact place in 

the physical world, because this place and no other was chosen by Hashem. Without 

it, all the spiritual revelations, even the “Holy of Holies” and the Aron itself, are of 

no consequence. 
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We will now BEH begin to learn about the Mizbayach. We will learn about its 

uniqueness, and mostly about its different dimensions that express a changing world. 

First the Mishkan, then the 1st Beis HaMikdash, then the completely different yet 

exact same Mizbayach, of the 2nd Beis HaMikdash, and the ultimate unchanging 

change in the 3rd Beis HaMikdash – may we see & experience it Now! 

Halacha 1 'הלכה א 

The Mizbayach’s location is very precise  ר ן ְביֹותֵּ ַח ְמקֹומֹו ְמֻכוָּ ְזבֵּ  ַהמִּ

and it may never be changed from its 

place, 

ין  ם, ְמַשנִּ ְואֵּ ְמקֹומֹו ְלעֹולָּ  ין אֹותֹו מִּ

as is written: “This is the Mizbayach for 

the burnt offering of Israel”1. 

ר נֱֶׁאמָּ ְש  "ְוזֶׁה :שֶׁ ה ְליִּ ַח ְלֹעלָּ ְזבֵּ למִּ אֵּ  ".רָּ

It was on the {future site of the} Mikdash 

that Yitzchak was bound {for the 

Akeida}, 

ינו   בִּ ק אָּ ְצחָּ ש נֱֶׁעַקד יִּ ְקדָּ  וַבמִּ

as it is written: “Go to the land of 

Moriah”, 

ר נֱֶׁאמָּ ְך :שֶׁ ל "ְולֶׁ יָּה ְלָך אֶׁ ץ ַהֹמרִּ רֶׁ  " אֶׁ

and it is written: “And Shlomo built the 

House on Mount Moriah.” 

ר ת :ְונֱֶׁאמָּ ן ְשֹלֹמה אֶׁ בֶׁ יָּהת ְבַהר הַ יִּ ַהבַ  "ַויִּ  ". מֹורִּ

Halacha 2 'הלכה ב 

There is a universal tradition  ת ְבַיד ַהֹכל ֹסרֶׁ  ומָּ

that the place upon which Dovid & 

Shlomo built the Mizbayach 

ַהמָּ  ַח קֹום שֶׁ שֶׁ ְזבֵּ יד וְשֹלֹמה ַהמִּ וִּ נָּה בֹו דָּ  בָּ

in the threshing ground of Aravna2  ֹןְבג   ֲאַרְונָּה רֶׁ

is the {exact} location upon which 

Avraham built an altar 

ַח  ְזבֵּ ם ַהמִּ הָּ נָּה בֹו ַאְברָּ בָּ קֹום שֶׁ  הוא ַהמָּ

and bound Yitzchak upon it,   ָּק, קַ ְוע ְצחָּ יו יִּ לָּ  ד עָּ

and it is this very same place that Noach 

built {an altar} 

נָּ ְוהוא ַהמָּ  בָּ  ה בֹו נֹוַח קֹום שֶׁ

upon leaving the ark. ה בָּ ן ַהתֵּ א מִּ יָּצָּ   .ְכשֶׁ

                                                           
1 The Rambam in Pirush HaMishnayos quotes Rabbi Eliezer, that King David said this Pasuk when 

seeing (a vision of) the Mizbayach & the angel Michoel offering sacrifices upon it. 
2 Dovid HaMelech bought the area of the Beis HaMikdash from Aravna the Yevusi. 
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This is also the altar upon which Kayin & 

Hevel offered sacrifices, 

ְזבֵּ  יְוהוא ַהמִּ ְקרִּ הִּ ל.ַח שֶׁ בֶׁ ן ְוהֶׁ יו ַקיִּ לָּ    ב עָּ

and it is upon it that Adam the first man 

offered a sacrifice upon his creation, 

ם  דָּ יב אָּ ְקרִּ ן, ובֹו הִּ ְרבָּ א קָּ ְברָּ נִּ אשֹון ְכשֶׁ רִּ  הָּ

and it is from the same spot that he was 

created, 

א ְברָּ ם נִּ שָּ  .ומִּ

as our sages taught:  ים מִּ ְמרו ֲחכָּ   :אָּ

Man was created from the place where he 

would find atonement. 

א ְברָּ תֹו נִּ רָּ ְמקֹום ַכפָּ ם מִּ דָּ  .אָּ

The place of the Mizbayach was chosen by Hashem, and true choice is not influenced 

by any outside factors. It was not the uniqueness of the place that caused it to be 

chosen, rather Hashem’s free choice. The fact that since the beginning of time 

Korbanos were offered specifically in this place is only because of the knowledge 

that in the future this place would be the one to be chosen by Hashem for bringing 

Korbanos.  

Now, the fact that Adam was created from this place, seems to imply that Hashem 

made the place special even before He chose it many years later? This is why the 

Rambam says: “Adam was created from the place of his atonement”. The reason 

that Hashem created Adam from this specific place is not as a result of any special 

qualities in the place itself, but because Hashem knew that in the future it would 

become the place of his atonement. 

The question can still be asked: Even though Hashem chose this place, maybe the 

choice was only temporary (like the Mizbayach in the Mishkan)? How do we know 

that “it can never be changed from the precise place”? This is why the Rambam 

describes all the Korbanos that were brought specifically in this place. Although at 

the time it was not yet special, the אבות - patriarchs were prophets, and they knew 

that in the future Hashem would chose this precise place as the only place for 

Korbanos to be offered .–  The Rebbe3  

Halacha 3 'הלכה ג 

The dimensions of the Mizbayach are 

very precise, 

ַח מְ  ְזבֵּ דֹות ַהמִּ ה, מִּ נֹות ַהְרבֵּ  ֻכוָּ

                                                           
3 See חידושים וביאורים להלכות בית הבחירה Siman 6 



 

5 
 

and its form {and proportions} are known 

{through the tradition handed down} from 

one person to the next. 

יש. אִּ יש מֵּ ה אִּ תֹו ְידועָּ    ְוצורָּ

The Mizbayach {of the 2nd Beis 

HaMikdash}, built  by the returnees from 

exile, 

חַ  ְזבֵּ נוומִּ בָּ ה,  שֶׁ   ְבנֵּי ַהּגֹולָּ

was made similar to the one that will be in 

the future {Beis HaMikdash}, 

שוהו  נֹות עָּ בָּ יד ְלהִּ ֲעתִּ ַח שֶׁ ְזבֵּ ין מִּ  ְכעֵּ

and it is forbidden to add to its dimensions 

nor detract from them. 

תֹו וְ וְ  דָּ יף ַעל מִּ ין ְלהֹוסִּ נָּה.אֵּ מֶׁ ְגֹרַע מִּ   לֹא לִּ

It is interesting to note that: a) in Halacha 17 the Rambam writes that the exact 

measurements is not מעכב. B) The Mizbayach of the 1st Beis HaMikdash was a 

different measurement to that of the Mishkan, and the Mizbayach of the second was 

a different measurement and was similar – but not exact to that of the third Beis 

HaMikdash, as we will learn. The Rebbe explains that although there is a specific 

blueprint that should be followed – it is not 4מעכב. 

Halacha 4 'הלכה ד 

Three prophets came up with them from 

exile; 

ה  ן ַהּגֹולָּ ם מִּ הֶׁ מָּ לו עִּ ים עָּ יאִּ ה ְנבִּ   וְשלֹושָּ

one confirmed for them the {precise} 

location of the Mizbayach, 

הֶׁ  יד לָּ עִּ ד הֵּ חָּ ַח, אֶׁ ְזבֵּ  ן ַעל ְמקֹום ַהמִּ

the {second} confirmed the proper 

dimensions5 

ד הֵּ  חָּ ןְואֶׁ הֶׁ יד לָּ יו  עִּ דֹותָּ  ַעל מִּ

and the {third} confirmed   ן הֶׁ יד לָּ עִּ ד הֵּ חָּ  ְואֶׁ

that all sacrifices may be offered upon the 

Mizbayach, 

ַח ַהזֶׁ  ְזבֵּ ין ַעל ַהמִּ יבִּ ַמְקרִּ נֹות, שֶׁ ְרבָּ ל ַהקָּ  ה כָּ

even when the House is not yet built.  ָּין ש י ְשאֵּ תַאף ַעל פִּ  .ם ַביִּ

The copper Mizbayach of the Mishkan 

                                                           
4 See חידושים וביאורים Siman 21 footnotes 24 & 24*; also see רמב"ם לעם – quoting from 'הר המורי. 
5 The 1st act of Moshiach that will confirm his status, will be his building the Mikdash in its proper 

place. The Rebbe explains, that being a great prophet, Moshiach will show us the exact place (and 

measurements) of the Mizbayach, and this will prove that he is indeed Moshiach. 
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To help us properly understand the dimensions of the Mizbayach, let us first study 

the P’sukim in the Torah that describe the Mizbayach that Moshe was commanded 

to make for the Mishkan in the desert. 

Parshas Teruma ch. 27 

Posuk 1  אפסוק' 

You shall make the Mizbayach from 

Acacia wood; 

חַ   ְזבֵּ ת ַהמִּ יתָּ אֶׁ שִּ ים ְועָּ טִּ י שִּ   ֲעצֵּ

five Amos its length  ְך ש ַאמֹות ֹארֶׁ מֵּ  חָּ

and five Amos width,  ש ַאמֹות ֹרַחב מֵּ  ְוחָּ

the Mizbayach should be square  ִּבוַע י ַח ְהיֶׁה הַ רָּ ְזבֵּ  מִּ

and 3 Amos high: תֹו ֹלש ַאמֹות ֹקמָּ   :ְושָּ

Posuk 2 'פסוק ב 

You should make its horns upon each of its 

four corners 

יו ַעל אַ   יתָּ ַקְרֹנתָּ שִּ יוְועָּ ֹנתָּ  ְרַבע פִּ

the horns should be from it itself {rather 

than connecting them as a separate piece} 

יו  ְהיֶׁיןָּ ַקְרֹנתָּ נו תִּ מֶׁ  מִּ

and cover {the Mizbayach} with copper:  יתָּ ֹאת פִּ תְוצִּ   :ֹו ְנֹחשֶׁ

Posuk 3 'פסוק ג 

You shall make its pots to remove its 

ashes, 

יו ְלַדְשנֹו   יֹרתָּ יתָּ סִּ שִּ  ְועָּ

its shovels and sprinkling basins, its flesh-

hooks and scoops, 

יו יו וַמְחֹתתָּ ְזְלֹגתָּ יו ומִּ ְזְרֹקתָּ יו ומִּ  ְויָּעָּ

all of its vessels you shall make out of 

copper: 

ת  ה ְנֹחשֶׁ יו ַתֲעשֶׁ לָּ ל כֵּ   :ְלכָּ

Posuk 4 'פסוק ד 

You shall make for it a grating,  ר ְכבָּ יתָּ ּלֹו מִּ שִּ  ְועָּ

made {in the form of} a copper net  ת ת ְנֹחשֶׁ שֶׁ ה רֶׁ  ַמֲעשֵּ

and place upon the net four copper rings    ַיתָּ ע שִּ ת ַאְר ְועָּ שֶׁ רֶׁ תל הָּ  ַבע ַטְבֹעת ְנֹחשֶׁ

on all four corners:  יו ַעל   :ַאְרַבע ְקצֹותָּ



 

7 
 

Posuk 5 'פסוק ה 

You shall place the {net}  ּה ה ֹאתָּ  ְונַָּתתָּ

under the ledge of the Mizbayach {where 

the Kohanim would walk} on the bottom  

ה  טָּ ְּלמָּ ַח מִּ ְזבֵּ  ַתַחת ַכְרֹכב ַהמִּ

and the net shall extend to half {the 

height} of the Mizbayach: 

חַ   ְזבֵּ י ַהמִּ ת ַעד ֲחצִּ שֶׁ רֶׁ ה הָּ ְיתָּ   :ְוהָּ

Posuk 8 'פסוק ח 

You should make the {Mizbayach} hollow 

out of boards, 

ה ֹאתֹו   ְנבוב ֻלֹחת ַתֲעשֶׁ

as {Hashem} showed you on the 

mountain, so you should make it:  

ר ה ַכֲאשֶׁ ְראָּ ר ֹאְתָך הֶׁ הָּ ן בָּ   :ַיֲעשו כֵּ

                                          
 

The Mizbayach of the Mishkan was made of wood, and coated with copper. Its length and 

width were 5 Amos X 5 Amos, and its height, double the length & width – 10 Amos6. The 

Mizbayach was hollow, and there was a copper Keren -“horn”, an Ama by an Ama, that 

protruded from each corner. Halfway down the Mizbayach there was a copper net, and 

beneath it the “Sovev” - lit. surrounding the Mizbayach, protruded 1 Ama. All around the 

bottom, the Yesod – foundation, protruded one Ama. There was a copper ramp in front of 

the Mizbayach, to ascend it. 

For the first Beis HaMikdash, they built a stone Mizbayach and a stone ramp, which was 

completely solid (not hollow). The measurements were 28 Amos by 28 Amos, and the 

height the same as that of the Mishkan – 10 Amos altogether, and the “area of the fire” 3 

Amos. In the Beis HaMikdash, the Yesod did not go all around, as we will learn. 

                                                           
6 Although the Pasuk says “3 Amos high”, the sages taught that this refers to the מקום המערכה – area 

of the fire, which was the height of 3 Amos. 

http://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%A0%D7%94_%D7%9E%D7%93%D7%95%D7%AA_%D7%90_%D7%98
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The following is Yechezk’els description of the Mizbayach in the 3rd Beis HaMikdash. The 

height is the same as the one in the Mishkan & the 1st, but the width & length are greater. 

When building the Mizbayach of the 2nd Beis HaMikdash, its dimensions were made 

similar to the Mizbayach of the 3rd. This was done at the behest of the Navi that came with 

them, as we learned in Rambam: 

 Ch. 43    s Prophecy’el’chezkYe                                           סי' מ"ג    לקאנבואת יחז

Posuk 13 "גפסוק י 

These are the dimensions of the altar  ֵּהְוא דֹו ּלֶׁ ַח מִּ ְזבֵּ  ת ַהמִּ

using measurements of Amos, each Ama 

being an Ama and a Tefach {six 

Tefachim7}. 

ֹטַפח  ה וָּ ה ַאמָּ ַאמֹות ַאמָּ  בָּ

:each handbreadthsof the Mizbayach are only 5  cubitsThe following  

The Ama {height} of the bottom 

{“Yesod”},  

ה וְ  ַאמָּ יק הָּ  חֵּ

the Ama width {of the “Sovev”}.  ה ֹרַחב  ְוַאמָּ

Its border {the “horns”, when measuring 

them from their center} to all sides {height, 

length and width} 

יב  בִּ ּה סָּ תָּ ל ְשפָּ ּה אֶׁ  וְגבולָּ

are one Zeres {half an Ama – making the 

full amount one Ama}. 

ת ד  זֶׁרֶׁ חָּ אֶׁ  הָּ

The same measurement {of one Ama} is 

the roof of the {inner} Mizbayach {which 

is an Ama length by an Ama wide}: 

חַ  ְזבֵּ  :ְוזֶׁה ַּגב ַהמִּ

Posuk 14 פסוק י"ד 

From the ground until the lower area   ַה ַהת ֲעזָּרָּ ץ ַעד הָּ רֶׁ אָּ יק הָּ חֵּ  ְחתֹונָּה ומֵּ

is two Amos {height}8  ם ַאמֹות  ְשַתיִּ

and one Ama width, {the “Yesod”}.  ת חָּ ה אֶׁ  ְוֹרַחב ַאמָּ

                                                           
7 A regular Ama is 5 Tefachim. The Amos used in the Beis HaMikdash are generally 6 Tefachim.  

8 This is different than the Yesod in the Mishkan & Beis haMikdash  (both 1st & 2nd), where the Yesod 

is only 1 Ama high. In the 3rd Beis HaMikdash the height of the Yesod will be 2 Amos. 
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From the small area {“Yesod”} to the big 

area {top of the “Sovev”} 

ה ַהְקַטנָּה ַעד ֳהֲעזָּרָּ ֲעזָּרָּ  ומֵּ ה הָּ  ה ַהְּגדֹולָּ

four Amos {high} and 1 Ama wide:  ַהַאְרב ַאמָּ  :ע ַאמֹות ְוֹרַחב הָּ

Posuk 15  ט"ו פסוק 

The area of the fire {from the “Sovev” to 

the top} is four Amos9, 

ל ַאְרַבע ַאמֹות   ְוַהַהְראֵּ

and above the altar are four “horns”:   ָּה לומֵּ יאֵּ נֹות ַאְרַבע ֲארִּ ה ַהְקרָּ  :וְלַמְעלָּ

Posuk 16 פסוק ט"ז 

The Ariel10 is twelve Amos in length  ל יאֵּ ֲארִּ ְך  ְוהָּ ה ֹארֶׁ ְשרֵּ ים עֶׁ  ְשתֵּ

by twelve width, a square  בוַע ה ֹרַחב רָּ ְשרֵּ ים עֶׁ ְשתֵּ  בִּ

to each of its four sides {the twelve Amos 

are measured from the middle to each 

side}11: 

ל ַאְרַבעַ  יואֶׁ עָּ  :ת ְרבָּ

Posuk 17 פסוק י"ז 

The entire area {roof of the מזבח} is 

fourteen Amos length 

ה ַאְרבַ   ֲעזָּרָּ ְך ְוהָּ ה ֹארֶׁ ְשרֵּ  ע עֶׁ

and 14 Amos wide  ְֵּשר  ה ֹרַחב ְבַאְרַבע עֶׁ

{from its center} to all four sides12.  ֶׁיהָּ א עֶׁ  ל ַאְרַבַעת ְרבָּ

{Each} border {horn} is half an Ama 

{from its center} all around,  

ה  ַאמָּ י הָּ ּה ֲחצִּ יב אֹותָּ בִּ  ְוַהְּגבול סָּ

                                                           
9 What the Navi calls “Harel” or “Ariel” is referred to in the Mishna as the area of the fire, which 

is the top part of the Mizbayach. According to Rashi, although the area of the fire in the Mishkan 

& Beis HaMikdash, was only 3 Amos high, in the 3rd Beis HaMikdash it will be four, causing the 

height of the Mizbayach to be 11 Amos, rather than 10! The תוספות יום טוב, however, explains, that 

the measurement of four Amos includes the “horns”, but if we exclude them, the area of the fire is 

only 3 Amos, the same as the other altars. 
10 Ariel (lion) refers to where the offerings are consumed – the area of the fire, which excludes 

the 1 Ama area of the horns, & the one Ama walkway for the Kohanim. 
11 The area of the fire is 24 x 24 Amos – when measuring from the middle to the side it is halved.  
12 The entire roof of the Mizbayach including the 2 Amos of the horns and walkway for the 

Kohanim; when measuring from the middle, is 14 Amos on each side, bringing the total to 28 x 

28 Amos. 
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and the indent {width} of the bottom 

{“Yesod”} is an Ama all around. 

יב וְ  בִּ ה סָּ ּה ַאמָּ יק לָּ  ַהחֵּ

Its stairs {ramps13} cause {the one who 

ascends it} to turn eastward {onto the  מזבח, 

since the ramp is to the south of the מזבח}: 

ים דִּ הו ְפנֹות קָּ  :וַמֲעֹלתֵּ

Mishna - Tractate Midos                                          )משנה    )מידות                                                         

Chapter 3   גפרק ' 
 

Mishna 1  א'משנה 

The {full measurement of} the Mizbayach 

{on the bottom} was 

יָּה  ַח הָּ ְזבֵּ  ַהמִּ

32 x32 {Amos}. ם ים וְשַתיִּ ם ַעל ְשֹלשִּ ים וְשַתיִּ  .ְשֹלשִּ

One Ama up and one Ama in ה ַנס ַאמָּ ה ְוכָּ ה ַאמָּ לָּ  עָּ

is the Yesod; זֶׁה ַהְיסֹוד. 

the {measurement of the rest} is now 

30x30 {Amos}. 

ים ַעל  א ְשֹלשִּ ְמצָּ יםנִּ  ְשֹלשִּ

Five Amos up and 1 Ama in ה ַנס ַאמָּ ש ְוכָּ מֵּ ה חָּ לָּ  עָּ

is the Sovev; ב  .זֶׁה ַהסֹובֵּ

now there is 28x28 (Amos). ים וְשמֹונֶׁה ְשרִּ ים וְשמֹונֶׁה ַעל עֶׁ ְשרִּ א עֶׁ ְמצָּ  .נִּ

The area of the horns is one Ama on each 

side 

זֶׁהְמקֹום  ה מִּ זֶׁה, ְוַאמָּ ה מִּ נֹות, ַאמָּ  .ַהְקרָּ

now there is 26x26 {Amos}. ש ים וָּשֵּ ְשרִּ ש ַעל עֶׁ ים וָּשֵּ ְשרִּ א עֶׁ ְמצָּ  .נִּ

The area where the Kohanim would walk ים י ַהֹכֲהנִּ ּלוְך ַרְגלֵּ  ,ְמקֹום הִּ

is one Ama on each side,  ה זֶׁה, ְוַאמָּ ה מִּ זֶׁהַאמָּ  מִּ

there remains 24x24 {Amos}, ים ְוַאְרַבע ְשרִּ ים ְוַאְרַבע ַעל עֶׁ ְשרִּ א עֶׁ ְמצָּ  נִּ

the area of the fires. ה כָּ  .ְמקֹום ַהַמֲערָּ

Rabbi Yose said:  ֵּי יֹוס ַמר ְרבִּ  :יאָּ

                                                           

13 We know that it is forbidden to use stairs for the מזבח. The reason the word “stairs” is in plural 

is that, as we will learn, in addition to the main ramp, there are two smaller ones. 
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Originally {in the Mishkan & 1st Beis 

HaMikdash}, 

ּה  תָּ ּלָּ ְתחִּ  מִּ

the {entire Mizbayach} was only 28 

Amos 

ים וְשמֹונֶׁה ְשרִּ א עֶׁ ּלָּ יָּה אֶׁ  .לֹא הָּ

going in and up with the same 

measurements {1 Ama Yesod etc.} 

ה זֹו דָּ ה ַכמִּ  ,כֹונֵּס ְועֹולֶׁ

leaving the area of the fires at only 20 x 

20 Amos. 

א ְמקֹום  ְמצָּ נִּ יםַעד שֶׁ ְשרִּ ים ַעל עֶׁ ְשרִּ ה עֶׁ כָּ  ַהַמֲערָּ

However, when they came up from exile 

{to build the 2nd Mikdash} 

ה לו ְבנֵּי ַהּגֹולָּ עָּ  ,וְכשֶׁ

they added another 4 Amos on the north פֹון ן ַהצָּ יו ַאְרַבע ַאמֹות מִּ לָּ יפו עָּ  ,הֹוסִּ

and four Amos on the west14 ב ן ַהַמֲערָּ  ,ְוַאְרַבע ַאמֹות מִּ

in the form of a Greek Gimel {an upside 

down L}. 

ה,  ין ַּגמָּ  ְכמִּ

{basing it on that} which is written:  :ֱאַמר נֶׁ  שֶׁ

“The Ariel is 12 Amos long "ְך ה ֹארֶׁ ְשרֵּ ים עֶׁ יל ְשתֵּ אֵּ ֲארִּ  ְוהָּ

and 12 Amos wide, square”.  ַבוע ה ֹרַחב רָּ ְשרֵּ ים עֶׁ ְשתֵּ  ."בִּ

One could think that it was only 12x12? ה ְשרֵּ ים עֶׁ א ְשתֵּ ּלָּ ינו אֶׁ אֵּ  ?יָּכֹול שֶׁ

When the Pasuk continues to say: ר הוא אֹומֵּ  :ְכשֶׁ

“to all four of its sides”, "יו עָּ ל ַאְרַבַעת ְרבָּ  "אֶׁ

it teaches us that {the Novi} is measuring 

from the middle, 

ד ְמַצע הוא מֹודֵּ אֶׁ ן הָּ מִּ ד שֶׁ  ְמַלמֵּ

{and there are} 12 Amos to each side.  ַל רוח ה ְלכָּ ה ַאמָּ ְשרֵּ ים עֶׁ  .ְשתֵּ

                                                           
14 In the 1st Beis HaMikdash, the Mizbayach was completely solid, so when they would pour the 

wine (or water) for the Nesachim, it would spill into a pit that was on the floor near the south 

western corner. In the 2nd Beis HaMikdash, the Chachomim learned that just as the animal 

offerings that the Mizbayach “eats”, the Nesachim that it “drinks must also be consumed within it 

(and not in an outside pit). They therefore made the Keren hollow with holes in which to pour the 

Nesachim. This was accomplished by the additional four Amos on the south & the west. 
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There is a red string around the 

Mizbayach at the halfway mark {5 Amos 

in height} 

לְוחוט  ְמַצע שֶׁ אֶׁ ה חֹוְגרֹו בָּ ְקרָּ  ,סִּ

to separate between the blood {of an 

animal sin-offering and bird burnt 

offering} which must be sprinkled on the 

top half {of the altar} 

ים  ְליֹונִּ עֶׁ ים הָּ מִּ ין ַהדָּ יל בֵּ  ְלַהְבדִּ

and the blood {of all other offerings} that 

must be on the bottom half. 

ים ים ַהַתְחתֹונִּ מִּ  .ַלדָּ

The {protrusion of the} Yesod was along 

the entire north side,  

פֹון ל ַהצָּ ְך ַעל ְפנֵּי כָּ יָּה ְמַהּלֵּ  ,ְוַהְיסֹוד הָּ

and the entire west side; ב ל ַהַמֲערָּ  ,ְוַעל ְפנֵּי כָּ

and was missing {there was no Yesod 

for} one Ama on the south 

ל  ה ַאַחתְואֹוכֵּ רֹום ַאמָּ  ,ַבדָּ

and one Ama on the east:15 ה ַאַחת ח ַאמָּ ְזרָּ  .וַבמִּ

According to this interpretation (Rashi Zevachim 53b and see רע"ב on the Mishna), אוכל 

means missing, and only one Ama by one Ama – the south eastern corner, didn’t have 

a Yesod. There is another interpretation that the word אוכל means that there is a Yesod, 

meaning that the entire south side and the entire east side did not have a Yesod, besides 

the Ama on the south, at the west corner, and the Ama on the east, at the north corner. 

Both opinions agree that all the corners, besides for the south eastern corner had a 

Yesod.  

The Rambam in his Halachos, as we will BEH learn tomorrow, seems to hold like the 

second opinion. 

The Rebbe’s father, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Schneerson reconciles a seeming contradiction 

between the Mishna that says that it “ate” one Ama in the south and one in the east, 

and the Zohar that says: The Yesod went upon the entire west, and entire north and 

“ate” in the east half an Ama and in the south half an Ama. Rabbi Levi Yitzchak explains 

that the one Ama of the Mishna & the half an Ama of the Zohar are really the same. 

                                                           
15 The entire Mizbayach was in the portion of the tribe of Binyamin, whom Ya’akov Avinu referred 

to as a “wolf that grabs its prey”. Hence, the 2 Amos that were in the portion of the tribe of Yehuda, 

as was the rest of the Beis HaMikdash, did not have a Yesod. According to the Tosefos Yom Tov, 

the Yesod of the Mizbayach of the 3rd Beis HaMikdash will go all around, since based on the 

division described by Yesvhezk’el, the entire Beis HaMikdash will not be in the portion of any 

single tribe. 
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The Mishna says that at the end of the west side there was another Ama of the Yesod on 

the south, but that Ama was split half on the west and half on the south, because 

otherwise how can you say that the Ama is on the south, maybe it is just continuing to 

portrude on the west? The same with the north & east sides. From this, we can also 

imply that the Zohar learns like the second opinion (that of the Rambam). 

 
See in the picture above – if it is as in the picture, why do we say the Yesod is one Ama on the 

east, the protruding Ama can be considered from the north as well? But in the picture below, 

there is 1 Ama sticking out, half on the west and half on the south. 

  

Reb Levi Yitzchok continues to explain why according to Kabala, the words “מהלך” 

and “אוכל” are connected to the S’fira of Yesod. Also, on the west side it says 

“Mehalech”, because מערב is the acronym of מתה עלי רחל בדרך which is connected to 

the tribe of Binyamin, and therefore it says מהלך – going / travelling - בדרך. 

Delving Deeper 

From the Source 

The Rambam writes in הלכות מלכים as one of the things that establishes Moshiach as 

a “definite Moshiach”: ויבנה מקדש במקומו – he will build the Mikdash in its place. 

There are two general explanations for this phrase: 

1) Moshiach will discern the exact place of the Mizbayach – as its place is 

extremely exact, unlike the rest of the Beis HaMikdash, that only must be 

somewhere in the 500 x 500 Ama of Har HaBayis. 
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2) The Rebbe says that perhaps the 3rd Beis haMikdash will in its entirety, have 

to be in a specific place – and this is what Moshiach will do as the first step 

to establishing himself as “Moshiach Vadai” – he will reveal the precise 

position of the third Beis HaMikdash, and build it in its place. 

Discussion: 

It is not surprising that the Mizbayach, like the Jewish nation, is a study in contrasts: 

On one hand, it is the outermost part of the Mikdash. It is not on the inside like the 

Aron, not even in the “Holy” section like the Menora, Shulchan and golden 

Mizbayach. Yet, the Torah refers to the Mizbayach as “Holy of Holies”. The 

Mizbayach is the only utensil in the Mikdash that is made of stone & earth rather 

than precious metals, and yet, although for the Menora we use steps, it is forbidden 

to do so for the Mizbayach. 

The Mizbayach is the only aspect of the Mikdash that is set in unchanging 

consistency even in its physical space & dimensions. At the same time, no other 

utensil had to be rebuilt and always changed its size & form from one Mikdash to 

the next. As we learned previously, the Mizbayach represents the G-dly attribute of 

Malchus. Malchus is the lowest attribute that is the root of the physical existence, 

and yet it expresses the very essence of Hashem, which is realized specifically in the 

lowest form of existence. The Mizbayach does not possess the glamor & spirituality 

of the inside utensils. It is the place where the human being, and specifically he who 

is guilty of wrong doings, brings himself before Hashem. It is here that Hashem’s 

very essence is revealed within the physical world. 

The Rebbe explains why the Rambam’s laws of the Beis HaMikdash are titled Laws 

of the Beis Hab’chira. The essence of the Beis HaMikdash is the fact that it is chosen 

by Hashem. Hashem chose to rest His presence in a house built of physical stones, 

and to take pleasure in the physical service provided by mere mortals. 

The Aron & the Holy of Holies do not express this ultimate choice. Although made 

of physical materials, they are of a higher spiritual form. They exude Holiness & G-

d’s Divinity. The place of the Aron & the Holy of Holies is a space that is above 

space; its physical space is in itself spiritual. The Aron signifies Keser – the highest 

spiritual attributes of G-dliness. Hence, the Aron & Holy of Holies – a space that is 

above space, are not as set in space. Wherever it ends up being, as long as it is on 

Mount Moriah. The Aron can be above ground or in the tunnels below the ground, 

the spiritual energy is there.  

It is only the Mizbayach, whose space & dimension must be precise. Throughout the 

changes it remains unchanging. This is where Hashem’s choice is expressed. 

Holiness & spirituality is not a choice that is beyond explanation. The physical world 

and the sinful man, the blood of animals and its guts & fats, these are chosen by 
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Hashem. This must forever be in its exact place in the physical world, because this 

place and no other was chosen by Hashem. Without it, all the spiritual revelations, 

even the “Holy of Holies” and the Aron itself, are of no consequence. 

Moshiach will confirm his identity as Moshiach, by his revealing to us the exact 

location of the Mizbayach. Moshisach is the attribute of Malchus, as it is he who 

brings the essence of Hashem into the physical world, and this mission begins with 

revealing the place of the Mizbayach. 

Moreover, what will establish Moshiach’s identity in a manner of certainty in this 

world, is his ability to establish the precise location of the third Beis HaMikdash. 

In the third Beis HaMikdash, not only the Mizbayach, but the very Beis HaMikdash 

itself will express the ultimate oneness in which Hashem is one with the physical 

world. It will be the ultimate רהיד  in the תחתונים themselves, and thus every part of 

it will express the בחירה – the essential choice that Atzmus chooses the lowly physical 

existence of our world. 
 


