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Monday  26th of תמוז 

 ענייני בין המצרים

Moshiach Tidbit 

In yesterday’s Haftoro Yirmiya HaNovi describes a מקל שוקד – stick that is growing 

almonds, and it is the sign that Hashem is hastening to fulfill His word – a prophecy 

that describes the destruction of the first Beis HaMikdash. 

Chassidus quotes the Gemoro that almonds take 21 days to grow. However, there 

are two types of almonds – there are bitter almonds and good almonds. The twenty 

one days of the “three weeks” are the time in which we transform the bitter almonds 

into good almonds, with the coming of Moshiach and building of the Beis 

HaMikdash, at which time “these days will be transformed to joy and happiness and 

joyous holidays”. 

The 26th of Tammuz was established by the Ba’al Shem Tov and his students as a 

day of rejoicing and holiday for us and all those who are connected to us – for all 

future generations. This was because of the miracle of the Ba’al Shem Tov’s victory 

over Jacob Frank – a man who claimed to be a reincarnation of Shabetai Tzvi שימ" , 

and led many Jews to abandon the ways of the Torah. 

The Rebbe explains that the reason for the fact that we don’t find the holiday 

celebrated practically, is that since the Ba’al Shem Tov’s הסתלקות was on Shavuos, 

less than a year later, and at the time that the holiday would have been celebrated the 

first time, the Ba’al Shem Tov’s Talmidim were in a deep state of mourning. 

When Frank and his followers converted to Christianity, the Ba’al Shem Tov cried, 

saying that even a sick limb – as long as it is still connected to its source, there is yet 

hope. However, once the limb is severed… From here we can also see the great 

preciousness of every Jewish soul, even a sinful one.  

 נייני בית המקדשע

Lesson Seven 

Dimensions of The Heichal 

• Midos Chapter 4 

• Rambam Laws of Beis Habechira Chapter 4 

• Yechezk’el Chapter 41 & 
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Mishna - Tractate Midos                                 )משנה    )מידות      

Chapter 4   'פרק ד 

Mishna 6  ומשנה' 

The Heichal (sanctuary) was 100 Amos 

long by 100 Amos wide, 

 ַהֵהיָכל, ֵמָאה ַעל ֵמָאה, 

and 100 Amos high ַעל רּום ֵמָאה. 

:re calculated in the following manneraThe measurements  

The foundation1, six Amos high,  ,ָהֹאֶטם ֵשש ַאּמֹות 

the actual building2 40 Amos high, ְוָגְבהֹו ַאְרָבִעים. 

the under ceiling beam3, one Ama,   ,ַאָּמה ִכּיֹור 

the gutter4 two Amos,  ְוַאָּמַתִים ֵבית דילָפה 

one Ama ceiling ,ְוַאָּמה ִתְקָרה  

and one Ama plaster5. ְוַאָּמה ַמֲעֵזיָבה. 

The second floor, 40 Amos high,   ְָבָהּה ֶשל ֲעִלָּיה ַאְרָבִעים ַאָּמהג. 

one Ama, the under ceiling beam,  ,ַאָּמה ִכּיֹור 

two Amos, the gutter, ֵבית דילָפה ְוַאָּמַתִים 

one Ama ceiling,  ,ַאָּמה ִתְקָרה 

and one Ama plaster, ְוַאָּמה ַמֲעֵזיָבה. 

three Amos, the fence6, ֹות ַמֲעֶקהָשלֹוש ַאּמ, 

and one Ama, the iron spikes7. ְוַאָּמה כֶלה עֹוֵרב. 

Rabbi Yehuda says: ְרִבי ְיהּוָדה אֹוֵמר: 

The iron spikes are not included in the 

measurements, 

 ,ִּמָדהמן הֶלה ֹוֵרב עֹוה כֶלה עלֹא ָהיָ 

                                                           
1 There was a block raised platform upon which the walls of the Heichal were built, which is why 

there were 12 steps leading up to the Ulam (each half an Ama high). 
2 On the inside – from the floor to the ceiling 

3 The bottom beam of the ceiling was an Ama high, and was covered with fancy designs 

4 This two Amos was either a space for the dripping water to go into, or a second beam upon which 

the ceiling lay. According to the Bartenura this served to keep the ceiling at a distance from the 

lower beam, so that its design would be discernable. 
5 The plaster covers the ceiling, and serves as the floor of the second story 

6 For the roof of the Heichal, as the Torah says that a roof must have a fence 

7 To keep the birds from landing on the sides of the roof and dirtying the beautiful walls 
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rather the fence was four Amos high:  ַּמֹות ָהָיה ַמֲעֶקהְרַבע אַ ֶאָלא א. 

Mishna 7 'משנה ז 

From east to west is 100 Ama: ִמן ַהִּמְזָרח ַלַּמֲעָרב ֵמָאה ַאָּמה: 

the wall of the Ulam8, 5 Amos  ֹכֶתל ָהאּוָלם ָחֵמש, 

the {interior of the} Ulam, 11 Ama ְוָהאּוָלם ַאַחת ֶעְשֵרה, 

the wall of the Heichal, 6 Amos, ֹכֶתל ַהֵהיָכל ֵשש, 

the inside, 40 Amos, ְותֹוכֹו ַאְרָבִעים ַאָּמה, 

one Ama between the curtains9, ַאָּמה ַטְרְקִסין 

20 Amos, the{interior} of the Holy of 

Holies, 

ָדִשיםִרים ֶעְש   ַאָּמה ְלֵבית ֹקֶדש ַהקֳּ

the {outer} Heichal wall, 6 Amos, ֹכֶתל ַהֵהיָכל ֵשש, 

and the chamber10, 6 Amos, ְוַהָתא ֵשש, 

and the wall of the chamber, 5 Amos. ְוֹכֶתל ַהָתא ָחֵמש. 

From north to south is 70 Ama: ִשְבִעים ַאָּמה ,םן ַלָדרֹוִמן ַהָצפֹו: 

The wall of the Mesiba11, 5 Amos,  ְֵמשִסָבה חָ ֹכֶתל ַהּמ, 

the Mesiba, 3 Amos, ְוַהְּמִסָבה ָשלֹוש, 

the wall of the chamber, 5 Amos, ֹכֶתל ַהָתא ָחֵמש, 

the chamber, 6 Amos, ְוַהָתא ֵשש, 

The wall of the Heichal 6 Amos,  ַֹהֵהיָכל ֵשש ֶתלכ, 

its interior, 20 Amos,  ַָּמהְותֹוכֹו ֶעְשִרים א, 

the wall of the Heichal, 6 Amos, ֹכֶתל ַהֵהיָכל ֵשש, 

the chamber, 6 Amos, ְוַהָתא ֵשש, 

the wall of the chamber, 5 Amos, ְוֹכֶתל ַהָתא ָחֵמש, 

the drainage area12, 3 Amos,  ֵֹוָרַדת ַהַּמִים ָשלֹוש ַאּמֹותית הּוב, 

and the wall, 5 Amos.  ְֹכֶתל ָחֵמש ַאּמֹותהַ ו. 

                                                           
8 As we learned previously, the Ulam was a large structure that served as an entrance hall to the 

Heichal 
9 We learned previously in the Rambam that the wall of the Holy of Holies in the first Beis 

HaMikdash was one Ama thick, and when they built the second Beis HaMikdash they weren’t sure 

where to place that Ama, so they made two curtains and left an Ama empty space in between them. 

10 As we will learn BEH 
11 Ramp or spiral staircase that led up to the attic 

12 There was a 3 Ama empty space for the water from the roof to drain. The Rosh explains that this 

area was for the rain-water to be gathered for the Mikve. 
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The Ulam extended beyond {these 70 

Amos}, 

 ְוָהאּוָלם עֹוֵדף ָעָליו

by 15 Amos on the north side  ָחֵמש ֶעְשֵרה ַאָּמה ִמן ַהָצפֹון, 

and 15 Amos on the south side. ַוֲחֵמש ֶעְשֵרה ַאָּמה ִמן ַהָדרֹום, 

These {30 Amos} were known as the 

house of the knives, 

 ,"ַהֲחָלפֹותהּוא ָהָיה ִנְקֵרא "ֵבית 

since they would put away the {used} 

knives therein. 

 .ֶשָשם גֹוְנִזין ֶאת ַהַסִכיִנים

The Heichal was narrow in the back and 

wide in the front, 

 ,ִמְלָפָניוַהֵהיָכל ַצר ֵמַאֲחָריו ְוָרָחב 

Similar to a lion,  ,דֹוֶמה ַלֲאִרי 

as it is written: “Woe, Ariel, Ariel, the 

city in which David resided”. 

 ,"ֶשֶנֱאַמר: "הֹוי ֲאִריֵאל ֲאִריֵאל ִקְרַית ָחָנה ָדִוד

Just as a lion is narrow from behind & 

wide from the front 

 ,ִמְלָפָניוְוָרָחב  ר ֵמַאֲחָריוָמה ָהֲאִרי צַ 

likewise the Heichal was narrow from 

behind and wide from the front. 

 ַאף ַהֵהיָכל ַצר ֵמַאֲחָריו ְוָרָחב ִמְלָפָניו

This entire exercise in the measurement of the Heichal, will be repeated almost 

identically in the Rambam, with added explanation, so we will learn it BEH there. 

For now, just a few things that we must remember: 

1. A tall building like the Heichal must have a very large foundation. The 

“foundation” described here is solid block that was above ground, in order 

that there should be 12 steps leading up to the Heichal. 

2. In the 1st Beis HaMikdash, the Ulam was 120 Amos high, and the Heichal, 60 

Amos (half the size of the Ulam). In the 2nd Beis HaMikdash, however, they 

evidently had a Kabala that the Ulam & Heichal should be 100 Amos high. 

The Rebbe explains this (based on Rashi in Bava Basra) that they knew that 

this would be the height of the third Beis HaMikdash. In the 1st Beis 

HaMikdash, the inside of the Heichal (from floor to ceiling) was 30 Amos, 

while in the 2nd Beis HaMikdash, it was 40 (besides the floor & ceiling). In 

the 3rd Beis HaMikdash, the Navi doesn’t tell us the height, but Rashi says it 

will be 100 Amos high, just like the second. 

3. The ceiling has 4 parts, all above the height of the walls. There are various 

opinions as to their exact function, but the general idea is that the first Ama 

was decorated with beautiful designs, there was then a 2 Ama gap, and then 

the Ama of actual ceiling. The ceiling is then covered with plaster, which 

serves as the floor of the 2nd story. The second floor has the same 40 +5 in 
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addition to the one Ama of the floor (which is not included in the 1st floor’s 50 

Amos). This leaves 4 Amos that are made up by the fence & iron spikes.  

4. The Heichal from front to back is 40 Amos Kodesh, 20 Amos Holy of Holies, 

1 Ama wall (or empty space) between the 2, 11 Ama Ulam, 5 Amos of the 

Ulam wall, and 12 Amos of the Heichal walls. The remaining 11 Amos are 

made up by the Ta - chamber behind the Holy of Holies, 6 Amos wide, and its 

5 Ama wall. 

5. From north to south is a bit more complicated, as the width of the Heichal is 

only 20 Amos. Add 12 Amos from the 2 walls of the Heichal, that’s 32. There 

are four more compartments in (or next to) the Heichal’s walls. First, there 

are the To’im – chambers. They are in the back & on both sides. Their 

numbers vary between the 2nd & 3rd Beis Hamikdash as we will learn. Heichal 

(and Azara) walls are 6 Amos thick, and all other walls (including the Ulam) 

are 5 Amos. Hence the To’im equal 11 Amos on either side, that’s 54. The 

ramp on the north, and the area where the water would pour from the roof on 

the south, is 3 Amos wide with a 5 Ama wall on either side = 70. 

6. The Beis HaChalifos, an area that had a room for storing used knives, was 15 

Amos on either side. According to the Rambam, the Beis HaChalifos went 

along the entire length of the building, thus making the entire building of the 

Heichal 100 Ama wide along the entire length. Most other opinions, however, 

is that the Beis HaChalifos only extended to the (11 or 16 Amos) at the side 

of the Ulam. According to the Tosfos Yom Tov – in the 3rd Beis HaMikdash, 

the Beis HaChalifos will definitely only extend to the side of the Ulam, and 

the rest of the building will only be 70 Amos wide. 

7. The Heichal is wide at the front and narrow at the back like a lion. According 

to most commentaries, this refers to the fact that the Beis HaChalifos extends 

an extra 15 Amos on either side. According to the Rambam, however, it means 

only that the building becomes a few inches narrower at the back. 
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The Heichal according to the Rambam – square on all sides 

 

Heichal & BeisHaChalifos according to the other opinions. 

Rambam Laws of the Beis Hab'chira                  רמב"ם הל' בית הבחירה 

  Chapter 4          'דפרק 

As we have seen thus far, the Rambam’s description of the Beis HaMikdash is in 

order of importance. (While the Mishna is describing the Midos – measurements of 

the structure, starting from outside in, and the description of Yechezk’el is somewhat 

similar to that – although he does jump back and forth; the Rambam’s description 

is a Halachic description and therefore follows the order of importance.) In Chapter 

1, the Rambam listed the Halachos that apply to building the Beis HaMikdash and 

gave a general overview of the necessary components. Chapter 2 was dedicated to 

the Mizbayach which is the most important aspect (especially in view of the 

Rambam’s opinion that the primary focus of the Beis HaMikdash is serving Hashem 

through bringing Korbanos), and chapter three followed with the description of the 

Menorah, Shulchan, Mizbayach HaKetores and Kiyor. In Chapter four the Rambam 

begins to describe the structure of the Beis HaMikdash itself, and starts in the back 

with the Holy of Holies and the Aron, which is the most central part of the Mikdash, 

and then proceeds to describe the rest of the Heichal. 

Halacha 3  ג'הלכה 

The Heichal {of the 2nd Beis HaMikdash} built 

by those returning from Bavel, 

 ַהֵהיָכל ֶשָבנּו ְבֵני ַהגֹוָלה, 

Was 100 X 100, to the height of 100.   ;ָהָיה ֵמָאה ַעל ֵמָאה ַעל רּום ֵמָאה 

The measurements of its height is the following:  ָָהְיָתה ִמַדת רּומֹו: ְך ְוכ 
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They built a 6 Ama block  ,ָבנּו ֹגַבּה ֵשש ַאּמֹות ָאטּום ָסתּום 

like a foundation;   ;ְכמֹו ְיסֹוד לֹו 

the height of the walls from inside were 40 Amos 

{=46}; 

 ְורּום כֹוָתֵלי ַהַבִית ַאְרָבִעים ַאָּמה, 

the height of the designs in the ceiling was 1 

Ama, 

 ְורּום ַהִכּיּור ֶשַבַתְקָרה ַאָּמה

above it an empty space 2 Amos high  ּוי, ְשֵתי ַאּמֹות ָפנ ְוַעל ַגָביו ֹגַבּה 

for the water to drip into  ,ֶשַּיְכִניס בֹו ַהֶדֶלף 

which is known as Beis Dilpa13  ְהּוא ַהִנְקָרא ֵבית ִדְלָפא; ו 

and the thickness of the ceiling above the Beis 

Dilpa is an Ama, 

 ִדְלָפא ַאָּמה,  ְוֹעִבי ַהַתְקָרה ֶשַעל ַגֵבי ֵבית

and the plaster, an Ama high {=51}. .ּוַמְעֵזָבה ֹגַבּה ַאָּמה   

There was an attic built on top;  ,ַוֲעִלָּיה ְבנּוָיה ַעל ַגָביו 

the height of its walls was 40 Amos,  כֹוָתֶליָה ַאְרָבִעים ַאָּמהֹגַבּה 

in its ceiling, a decorated beam of 1 Ama,   ,ּוְבַגָגּה ֹגַבּה ַאָּמה ִכּיּור 

Beis Dilpa, 2 Ama high,  ְָפא, ַוֲאָמַתִים ֹגַבּה ֵבית ִדל 

an Ama {higher} ceiling {beams},  ,ְוַאָּמה ַתְקָרה 

and an Ama plaster, .ְוַאָּמה ַמְעֵזָבה   

and the height of the fence was 3 Amos,  ;ְוֹגַבּה ַהַּמֲעֶקה ָשלֹוש ַאּמֹות 

an iron spear-like spikes, an Ama high, ה, ף, ָגְבהֹו ַאּמָ ַבְרֶזל ְכמֹו ַסיִ  ְוַטס ֶשל 

on top of the fence all around,  ֲֶקה ָסִביב, ַעל ַגֵבי ַהַּמע 

so that the birds shouldn’t land on it,  ֹ  ָעָליו ָהעֹופֹותא ָינּוחּו ְכֵדי ֶשל

                                                           
13 Delef means dripping water 
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And these {spikes} were known as “Kole 

Orev14”; 

   ְוהּוא ַהִנְקָרא כֹוֵלה עֹוֵרב.

all together: 100 Amos {high}: ֲהֵרי ַהֹכל ֵמָאה ַאָּמה. 

Halacha 4  ד'הלכה 

This is the form of the Heichal  ,ְוזֹו ִהיא צּוַרת ַהֵהיָכל 

with its dimensions, in length & width:  ָאְרכֹו ְוָרְחבֹוְלִפי ִמַדת:   

 

From west to east is 100 Amos,:  ַַאָּמה; ב ַלִּמְזָרח, ֵמָאהַּמְעָר ִמן ה 

calculated in the following manner: :ְוֶזה הּוא ֶחְשבֹוָנן 

There are four walls one within the other, ,ַאְרָבָעה כֹוָתִלים ֶזה ִלְפִנים ִמֶזה 

and between them there are three empty spaces;   ְמקֹומֹות ְפנּוִייןּוֵביֵניֶהן ְשלֹוָשה 

between the western wall {back wall of the back 

chamber} and the wall inside it15, 

ּוֵבין ַהכֹוָתל ֶשִלְפִנים   ֵבין ַהכֹוָתל ַהַּמְעָרִבי

 ִמֶּמנּו

                                                           
14 Literaly – gets rid of the ravens – {birds} 

15 The Rambam says that the back & side walls of the Heichal were hollow, thus a 6 Ama wall is made 

up of 2 walls, with a 6 Ama space in between them. 
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there is a space {in the wall} of 5 Amos. ,ָחֵמש ַאּמֹות 

Between the second & third wall  ֵיִני ּוְשִליִש ּוֵבין כֹוָתל ש 

{the inside of the chamber is} 6 Amos, ,ֵשש ַאּמֹות 

between the 3rd & 4th wall, {the wall of the 

Heichal} 

 ּוְרִביִעיּוֵבין כֹוָתל ְשִליִשי 

{has in it a} 6 Ama {hollow}. ֵשש 

The above measurements include the walls’ 

thickness 

 ֹעִבי ַהכֹוָתל ְוֵאלּו ַהִּמדֹות ֶהן ֶשל

together with the empty space between the two 

walls.  

 ַהכֹוָתִלים.ָפנּוי ֶשֵבין ְשֵני קֹום הַ ִעם ַהּמָ 

The length of the Holy of Holies is 20 Amos,  ֶָדִשים ע  ְשִרים ַאָּמה,ְוֹאֶרְך ֹקֶדש ַהקֳּ

and in between the two curtains that separate 

between it and the Kodesh, 

ֵבינֹו ּוֵבין ּוֵבין ְשֵני ַהָפרֹוכֹות ַהַּמְבִדילֹות 

 ַהֹקֶדש

{there is a space of} one Ama16. ,ַאָּמה 

The length of the Kodesh is 40 Amos, ה,ַאְרָבִעים ַאּמָ  ְוֹאֶרְך ַהֹקֶדש 

and the thickness of the eastern wall that 

contains the gate, is 6 Amos. 

 ַהַשַער ֵששְוֹעִבי ַהכֹוָתל ַהִּמְזָרִחי ֶשבֹו 

 ַאּמֹות;

The Ulam is 11 Amos {in length} ,ְוָהאּוָלם ַאַחת ֶעְשֵרה ַאָּמה 

and the width of the Ulam’s wall 5 Amos;  ַש ַאּמֹות.ל ָהאּוָלם ָחמֵ ְוֹרַחב כֹות 

all of this adds up to one hundred Amos. ִנְמָצא ַהֹכל ֵמָאה ַאָּמה. 

                                                           
16 As we learned previously, this was in place of the 1 Ama wall in the 2nd Beis HaMikdash, since 

they weren’t sure where to put it. The Rebbe points out that according to the Rambam, it was a 

complete Ama, differing from the opinion of Tosefos that it was only the better part of an Ama. Some 

commentaries say that the reason they didn’t build a wall was that they weren’t able to build such a 

high wall, just 1 Ama thick. However, this doesn’t seem to be the opinion of the Rambam. 



10 
 

Halacha 5 'הלכה ה 

From north to south is one hundred Amos:   :ִמן ַהָצפֹון ַלָדרֹום, ֵמָאה ַאָּמה   

The thickness of the Ulam’s wall, 5 Amos,  ַָחֵמש ַאּמֹות,  ל ָהאּוָלםֹעִבי כֹות 

and from the wall of the Ulam until the wall of 

the sanctuary, 10 Amos17. 

ל ָהאּוָלם ַעד כֹוַתל ַהֹקֶדש ֶעֶשר ֹותַ ּוִמכ

   ַאּמֹות.

The walls of the sanctuary are comprised of six 

walls one within the other,  

ה כֹוָתִלים ֶזה ִלְפִנים ֶדש ִששָ ְוכֹוָתֵלי ַהקֹ 

 ִמֶזה, 

with five gaps between them. ת ְפנּוִייןּוֵביֵניֶהן ֲחִמָשה ְמקֹומֹו: 

Between the outside wall and the second is 5 

Amos {hollow comprising the wall}, 

 ת, ין ַהֵשִני ָחֵמש ַאּמֹוֵבין כֹוָתל ִחיצֹון ּובֵ 

between the second and third, 3 Amos18  ,ּוֵבין ֵשִני ּוְשִליִשי ָשלֹוש ַאּמֹות 

between the third  & the fourth, 5 Ama {hollow}   ,ּוֵבין ְשִליִשי ּוְרִביִעי ָחֵמש ַאּמֹות 

between the fourth & fifth, a 6 Ama {gap}19 ֵשש,  ֵבין ְרִביִעי ַוֲחִמיִשיּו 

Between the 5th & the inside {sanctuary} wall, 6 

Ama {hollow, comprises the wall}. 

   ִניִמי ֵשש.י ְוכֹוָתל ַהפְ ּוֵבין ֲחִמיִש 

Altogether, there is 40 Amos on one side,  ,ִנְמָצא ַהֹכל ַאְרָבִעים ַאָּמה ִמַצד ֶזה 

and also 40 Amos on the other side,  ,ְוַאְרָבִעים ַאָּמה ִמַצד ֶזה ֶשְכֶנְגדֹו 

and the inside width of the Heichal is 20 Amos; ְוֹרַחב ַהַבִית ִמִבְפִנים ֶעְשִרים 

making it altogether, one hundred Amos. ֲהֵרי ֵמָאה ַאָּמה. 

 1Ch. 4  s Prophecy  ’el’Yechezk                                           מ"אסי'    נבואת יחזקאל 

The length and width of the Heichal of the third Beis HaMikdash will also be forty by 

twenty Amos. 

                                                           
17 The Beis HaChalifos – the 15 Amos mentioned in the Mishna, include their outer wall 

18 The water place on the south and the Mesiba on the north 

19 The “תא” - chamber 
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Posuk 1 'פסוק א 

The {angel} brought me to the Heichal    ֵיָכל ַוְיִביֵאִני ֶאל ַהה 

and he measured the door posts,  ַוָּיָמד ֶאת ָהֵאיִלים 

six Amos thick on either side {the thickness of 

the Heichal’s wall} 

 ֵשש ַאּמֹות ֹרַחב ִמפֹו ְוֵשש ַאּמֹות ֹרַחב ִמפֹו 

to the width of the Ulam20: ֹרַחב ָהֹאֶהל: 

Posuk 2 'פסוק ב 

The width of the door is 10 Amos21,  ְוֹרַחב ַהֶפַתח ֶעֶשר ַאּמֹות 

and {the wall} next to the door   ְוִכְתפֹות ַהֶפַתח 

is 5 Amos on either side   ָחֵמש ַאּמֹות ִמפֹו ְוָחֵמש ַאּמֹות ִמפֹו 

He measured the length of the Heichal, it was 

40 Amos 

 ְרָבִעים ַאָּמה ְרכֹו אַ ַוָּיָמד אָ 

and its width 20 Amos: ְוֹרַחב ֶעְשִרים ַאָּמה: 

Posuk 8  חפסוק' 

I saw that the building was very high    ְוָרִאיִתי ַלַבִית ֹגַבּה 

all around {on all sides};   ָסִביב ָסִביב  

Yechezk’el doesn’t tell us how high the building of the Heichal will be, only that it is 

very high.  

Rashi & the Radak both allude to the fact that the 2nd Beis HaMikdash was 100 Amos 

high. Rashi writes that although Yechezk’el doesn’t specify the height – the Mishna in 

Midos tells us that the Heichal (of the second Beis HaMikdash) was 100 Amos high.  

The Rebbe explains that Rashi learns this from the fact that they made the Heichal 100 

Amos high in the 2nd Beis HaMikdash; it must be because that’s the way it will be in the 

future, since otherwise they wouldn’t change from the way it was in the first. 

The Tosefos Yom Tov says that we don’t know how high the future Beis HaMikdash will 

be. He also explains why we say that the 2nd Beis HaMikdash was bigger than the first, 

although in the first the Ulam was 20 Amos higher than the Heichal of the second (120 

Amos). He therefore explains that this is due to the inside (first floor) of the Heichal 

being 40 Amos instead of 30, as it was in the first. 

                                                           
20 One explanation for the word אהל is that it refers to the Ulam. Another explanation is, the doors 

lintel. Either way, the Pasuk is saying that the 6 Ama thickness is from east to west. 

21 The dimensions of the Ulam, Heichal & door of the Heichal are the same as in the 2nd Beis 

HaMikdash. The Novi does not specify the height of the door. Possibly, it is 50 Amos like the height 

of the doors of the Azara, or 20 Amos as it was in the 2nd Beis HaMikdash. 
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will be 100  Beis HaMikdash rdthe 3he two opinions, that we can reconcile tPerhaps 

Beis  ndfloor an unspecified amount (and in the 2 ndinside, and the 2 on the Amos

HaMikdash they knew the number 100 and therefore made it like that). Either way, as 

the Tosefos Yom Tov says: blessed is he who knows, and BEH we’ll know right now! 

Delving Deeper 

Discussion: 

When the Jews built the second Beis HaMikdash in the days of Ezra, they tried to 

implement whatever they could from the third Beis HaMikdash. Therefore, if we see 

that they did something in the second that was different than the first, we can assume 

that they somehow knew that this would be in the third. 

It is interesting that this concept can be understood from Rahi in Bava Basra (3a), 

that the greatness of the future Bayis (which includes either the second or the third) 

in structure, is the fact that the Heichal will be 100 Amos high. One hundred is ten 

times ten – which is completion in number. In addition, according to Kabala and 

Chassidus, the number one hundred shows on the inner most level of G-dly energy. 

As we learned earlier – this may be specifically connected to Rashi’s commentary, 

as it is in the simplest form, allowing the simplicity of a Jew to be connected with 

the simplicity of Hashem. Thus – only Rashi was able to arrive at this conclusion. 

If we are to say that the first floor will be 100 Amos high, and the second floor 

infinite, it can be understood that the number 100 leads to infinity. 

 

 נדפס לזירוז התגלות מלך המשיח

ץ נדחי ישראל והיתה לה' המלוכה תומ"י ממשנה מקדש במקומו ויקבשיב  

 

 לעילוי נשמת

א ר' אשר שי'הבה"ת שמואל ז"ל בן יבלחט"  

 ויקויים היעוד

 הקיצו ורננו שוכני עפר והוא בתוכם תומ"י ממש
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