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Monday Parshas Pinchas – 19  זה אליהו מבשר הגאולהth of תמוז 

 ענייני בין המצרים

Moshiach Tidbit 

  What is the connection between the day of the Bris of the Previous Rebbe – a day 

of great and extreme joy, to the time of Bein HaMetzarim?  

This can be understood by the fact that the true purpose of Bein HaMetzarim, is 

that the ירידה is for the sake of the greatest 'עלי of the גאולה האמתית והשלימה – at 

which time the days will be transformed into holidays and days of great joy. 

Moreover, the true inner essence of these days even in the present is the good and 

joy that is in them. 

Hence, not only is their no contradiction between these days and the great joy of 

the day of a Bris – on the contrary, they are strongly related. 

This concept – the greatness of the 19th of Tamuz, was revealed specifically in our 

times, being that presently we are already experiencing a “taste” of the future 

redemption, including the concept of feeling the inner good of the days of Bein 

Hametzorim, as well as the power to reveal it in actuality. 

Sicha of Shabbos the 19th of Tamuz 5749   

Day of the Bris of the Previous Rebbe 

“In the days following the birth of the Previous Rebbe on the 12th of Tamuz, was 

the day of his Bris. Being that ‘He is alive’; moreover, from year to year there is an 

increase in his life, it follows that the ‘entering of the Holy soul’ at his Bris, also 

becomes stronger from year to year. It is therefore appropriate that on the 19th of 

Tamuz, the day of the Bris of the Previous Rebbe, one should endeavor to find an 

occasion that according to Halacha may be celebrated during the 3 weeks, and 

thereby emphasize, that although the ‘official’ reason according to Halacha is the 

occasion that is being celebrated, there is a deeper reason as well: Because we ‘live 

with’ the Nasi Hador, we are celebrating the day of his Bris.” (Sicha of 15th of Tamuz 5745) 

Practical lessons from this day 

We must strengthen all areas of spreading Torah and strengthening Judaism 

This includes public Torah classes with the participation of at least ten Jews 

There must be a special strengthening of the lessons of Chitas 

We must also spread kindness and honesty in the entire world, including amongst 

the (non-Jews) nations of the world. 
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 ענייני בית המקדש

Lesson Three 

Laws that Pertain to Building the Beis HaMikdash 

Contents: 

• Midos Perk 3 Mishna 4 

• Rambam Chapter 1 Halacos 1 – 7 

• Yechezkél Chapter  

  tractate Midos                                                                     -Mishna משנה )מידות(

The stones of the ramp as well as the stones of the 

Mizbayach itself 

ְזֵבחַ   ֶאָחד ַאְבֵני ַהֶכֶבׁש ְוֶאָחד ַאְבֵני ַהמִּ

{were taken} from the Beis Kerem valley1.   ,ְקַעת ֵבית ֶכֶרם בִּ  מִּ

They would dig below the untouched “virgin” earth 

{where work had not been done}, 

ן ַהְבתּוָלה,  ין ְלַמָטה מִּ  וחֹוְפרִּ

and bring from there complete stones ים ָשם ֲאָבנִּ ים מִּ יאִּ  ְׁשֵלמֹות,  ּוְמבִּ

upon which iron {tools} had not been raised,  ,ֶׁשלֹּא הּוַנף ֲעֵליֶהן ַבְרֶזל 

since iron disqualifies {a stone} when it touches it,  יָעה ְנגִּ  ֶׁשַהַבְרֶזל ּפֹוֵסל בִּ

And a {stone that is} chipped with anything {even not 

iron} is also disqualified. 

יָמה ]והפגימה[ ְבָכל ָדָבר. ְפגִּ  ּובִּ

If one of these{stones} became chipped,  ,ְפָגָמה ַאַחת ֵמֶהן  נִּ

it alone is disqualified   ,יא ְפסּוָלה  הִּ

and the remaining {stones} are all valid.  .ְוֻכָלם ְכֵׁשרֹות 

The stones were plastered twice a year  :ם ַבָשָנה ים אֹותן ַפֲעַמיִּ  וְמַלְבנִּ

once {before} Pesach and once {before} Sukkos  .ַאַחת ַבֶּפַסח, ְוַאַחת ֶבָחג 

And the Heichal {was plastered} once a year – 

{before} Pesach 

 ְוַהֵהיָכל ַּפַעם ַאַחת, ַבֶּפַסח. 

Rebbe {Yehuda HaNassi} says:  :י אֹוֵמר  ְרבִּ

                                                           
1 A valley near Yerushalayim where (olive & grape) vines grew, thus it wasn’t likely be used as a 

source for stones for building – hence the stones of this valley were generally smooth & 

untouched. 
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 They would {also} wipe {the Mizbayach} with a 

cloth every Erev Shabbos, 

ים אֹותֹו ַבַמָּפה,   ָכל ֶעֶרב ַׁשָבת ְמַלְבנִּ

{to clean the} blood {stains}.  .ין ְּפֵני ַהָדמִּ  מִּ

{When plastering the Mizbayach and the Ramp} it 

wasn’t done with an iron lathe, 

יס ֶׁשל ַבְרֶזל, ין אֹוָתן ְבָכפִּ  לֹּא ָהיּו ָסדִּ

for fear that {the iron} would touch {the stones} and 

cause them to be disqualified.  

ל;  ְפסֹּ ַגע ְויִּ  ֶׁשֵמא יִּ

Why – in fact, is the Torah so careful that iron should not even touch the stones of the 

Mizbayach? 

Since iron was created to shorten the person’s life,.  ,ְבָרא ְלַקֵצר ָיָמיו ֶׁשל ָאָדם  ֶׁשַהַבְרֶזל נִּ

And the Mizbayach was created to lengthen the 

person’s life; 

יְך ָיָמיו ֶׁשל ְבָרא ְלַהֲארִּ ְזֵבַח נִּ  ָאָדם, ְוַהמִּ

and it is not proper that the one that shortens should be 

raised upon the lengthener 

יְך. נֹוף ַהְמַקֵצר ַעל ַהַמֲארִּ ין ֶׁשיִּ  ֵאינּו ַבדִּ

 

According to some opinions, this concept refers to the stones of the Heichal as well. However, 

according to the Rambam – the prohibition against using iron is only for the stones of the 

Mizbayach. 

   hMishne Tora –Rambam                                          פרק א'  הלכות בית הבחירה    רמב"ם

Building Materials 

Halacha 8  חהלכה' 

When building the Beis HaMikdash it is forbidden to use any iron tools in preparing the 

stones. The Rambam follows the opinion that this prohibition only applies inside the 

Temple Mount area. 

When building the Heichal & Azara,  ין ַהֵהיָכל ְוָהֲעָזָרה  ְכֶׁשבֹונִּ

it must be done with large stones, ים ְגדֹולֹות ין ַבֲאָבנִּ  בֹונִּ

if stones cannot be found, they can be built with 

bricks. 

ים.  ְלֵבנִּ ין בִּ ים בֹונִּ ֹּא ָמְצאּו ֲאָבנִּ ם ל    ְואִּ
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The stones used for the construction may not be split 

inside the Temple Mount ,2  
ת ְנָין ְבַהר ַהַביִּ ין ֶאת ַאְבֵני ַהבִּ  ְוֵאין ְמַפְצלִּ

but after being split and chiseled outside   ין אֹוָתן ין אֹוָתן ּוְמַסְתתִּ ֵאָלא ְמַפְצלִּ

ַבחּוץ,    מִּ

they can be brought in for building; :ְנָין ין אֹוָתן ַלבִּ יסִּ  ְוַאַחר ָכְך ַמְכנִּ

as it is written {regarding the construction of the 1st 

Beis HaMikdash}: {They brought} “large stones 

costly stones 

ים ְיָקרֹות  לֹות ֲאָבנִּ ים ְגדֹּ  ֶׁשֶנֱאָמר "ֲאָבנִּ

with which to establish the House; hewn stone”. ת ית ְלַיֵסד ַהָביִּ  ".ַאְבֵני ָגזִּ

It is also written: “hammers and axes, any iron tools  י ַבְרֶזל  ֵמר "ּוַמָקבֹות ְוַהַגְרֶזן ָכלְואֹו  ְכלִּ

were not heard in the House {inside the Temple 

Mount} as it was being built” . 
תֹו-לֹּא ָבנֹּ ת ְבהִּ ְׁשַמע ַבַביִּ  ."נִּ

From the words “in the house” the רמב"ם derives that the prohibition against iron for the 

stones of the Beis HaMikdash is only when in the place of הר הבית. 

Halacha 9 הלכה ט 

The Torah forbids building any protruding wood in the Beis HaMikdash. 

It is forbidden to build in {the Beis HaMikdash} any 

protruding wood3, rather only 

ין בֹו ֵעץ בֹוֵלט ְכָלל   ְוֵאין בֹונִּ

either stones or bricks, and plaster;  ;יד ים ְוסִּ ְלֵבנִּ ים אֹו בִּ  ֵאָלא אֹו ָבֲאָבנִּ

{therefore} wooden hallways4 cannot be made 

anywhere inside the Azara, 

ין ַאְכַסְדרֹות ֶׁשל ֵעץ ְבָכל  ְוֵאין עֹושִּ

 ָהֲעָזָרה, 

they can be only made of stone or bricks. ים ֵאָלא ֶׁשל ים אֹו ְלֵבנִּ :ֲאָבנִּ    

Halacha 10 הלכה י 

Marble Tiling 

                                                           
2 According to this opinion, the Shamir worm was used for the stones of the Kohen Gadol’s 

breastplate – not the stones of the Beis HaMikdash. 
3 According to the Rambam, the prohibition includes the Ezras Nashim as well (however the 

Ra’avad is of the opinion that the prohibition applies only to the Azara). A temporary wooden 

structure such as the stage for the king in the year of Hakhel is allowed, the Rebbe in Igros Kodesh 

vol. 2 adds to this - also a Sukah on Sukos. We will later discuss the wooden chamber of the High 

Priest, as well as the wooden beams that supported the walls of the Heichal.   
4 Although hallways are usually made of wood 
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The entire Azara is tiled with costly stones5; .ים ְיָקרֹות ין ָכל ָהֲעָזָרה ַבֲאָבנִּ    ּוְמַרְצפִּ

if one tile became uprooted, even though it is still in 

its place, 

ם ֶנְעְקָרה ֶאֶבן יא  ְואִּ י ְׁשהִּ ַאף ַעל ּפִּ

ְמקֹוָמּה  עֹוֶמֶדת בִּ

since it has become impaired it is unfit,  ִּיל ְונ ְתַקְלְקָלה ְּפסּוָלה; הֹואִּ  

and a Kohen who is serving is forbidden to stand 

upon it while performing the Avoda, until it is 

reaffixed into the ground. 

ד ָעֶליָה ְבָׁשַעת  ְוָאסּור ַלכֹוֵהן ָהעֹוֵבד ַלֲעמֹּ

ָקַבע ָבָאֶרץָהֲעבֹוָדה,  ַעד ֶׁשתִּ : 

Halacha 11 הלכה יא 

It is a preferable Mitzva to strengthen the building  ְנָין ן ַהֻמְבָחר ְלַחַזק ֶאת ַהבִּ ְצָוה מִּ  ּומִּ

and raise it as much as is within the power of the 

community, 

בּור,  י כֹוַח ַהצִּ יהֹו ְכפִּ  ּוְלַהְגבִּ

as it is written: “To exalt the House of our G-d ”. ֵבית אֱ  ֶׁשֶנֱאָמר "ּוְלרֹוֵמם ֶאת- ".ֹלֵהינּו  

They {also} must make it attractive and beautiful, 

according to their abilities. 

י ין אֹותֹו ּוְמַיּפִּ י כֹוָחן:ּוְמָפֲארִּ    ן ְכפִּ

If they can plate it entirely with gold  ין ָלטּוַח אֹותֹו ֻכלֹו ְבָזָהב ם ְיכּולִּ  אִּ

and make it great in every  possible way; it is a 

Mitzva. 
ְצָוה יל ְבַמֲעָשיו ֲהֵרי זֹו מִּ  :ּוְלַהְגדִּ

The Rebbe explains6 that although “Everything that is for Hashem must be only from the 

best7”, that is (in the Rambam’s words): “in order to conquer one’s Yetzer Hora”; 

however, when building the בית המקדש, it is a Mitzva in of itself. 

Halacha 12 הלכה יב 

We do not build the Mikdash at night  ,ְקָדׁש ַבַלְיָלה ין ֶאת ַהמִּ  ֵאין בֹונִּ

as it is written: “On the day that the Mishkan was 

put up”, 
ים ֶאת ְׁשָכן-ֶׁשֶנֱאָמר "ּוְביֹום ָהקִּ ". ַהמִּ  

it must be put up by day, not by night.  ;ין, לֹּא ַבַלְיָלה ימִּ  ַביֹום ְמקִּ

They work on the construction from dawn until 

dusk; 

ְנָין ֵמֲעלֹות ַהַשַחר ין ַבבִּ ַעד ֵצאת  ְועֹוְסקִּ

ים.    ַהכֹוָכבִּ

                                                           
5 of marble 
6 Likutei Sichos vol. 27 p. 13 
7 Rambam Hilchos Dei’os 
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and everyone is obligated8 to build and assist, both 
bodily and monetarily, 

ְבנֹות ּוְלַסַעד ְבַעְצָמן  ין לִּ ל ַחָיבִּ ְוַהכֹּ

ְממֹוָנם   ּובִּ

{this includes} men and women as was the case with 

the Mikdash in the desert.  

ְדָבר ְקַדׁש ַהמִּ ים ְכמִּ ים ְוָנׁשִּ  ֲאָנׁשִּ

We do not interrupt the Torah study of children for 

the building9 {of the ביהמ"ק}, 

ינֹוקֹות ֶׁשל  ין תִּ ָבן  ְוֵאין ְמַבְטלִּ ֵבית רִּ

ְנָין.    ַלבִּ

and the building of the Mikdash does not override 

holiday {observance}10.  

ְקָדׁש דֹוֶחה יֹום טֹוב ְנַין מִּ  :ְוֵאין בִּ

Although the רמב"ם only mentions men & women, the Rebbe adds that in the 3rd Beis 

HaMikdash, children will also be involved by donating of their own money for its 

construction. This is especially true being that in our generation, it has become common 

practice to educate children in the Mitzva of giving Tzedaka. – Sicha of Parshas Teruma 

5752. 

Halacha 13 הלכה י"ג 

The Mizbayach must be made of stone and connected to solid ground 

The Mizbayach can only be made as a stone  

structure; 

ְנַין  ין אֹותֹו ֵאָלא בִּ ְזֵבַח, ֵאין עֹושִּ ַהמִּ

ים.    ֲאָבנִּ

although it is written in the Torah: “You shall make 

a Mizbayach of earth” 

ְזַבח ֲאָדָמה,  ְוֶזה ֶׁשֶנֱאָמר ַבתֹוָרה "מִּ

"ַתֲעֶשה  

{this means only} that it should be connected to the 

ground 

ְהֶיה ְמֻחָבר ָבֲאָדָמה  ֶׁשיִּ

                                                           
8 Although the Mitzva of building the בית המקדש is incumbent upon the community, not each person 

specifically, (especially not women being that it is a מצות עשה שהזמן גרמא), the Rambam here is not 

discussing the Mitzva on the person, rather that which is necessary for the בית המקדש. Part of the 

building of the בית המקדש is that Hashem wants His dwelling place to come from the toil of the 

Jewish people, and therefore of each member of the Jewish nation –men & women. This is even 

more applicable regarding the 3rd Beis HaMikdash, since it comes as a result of the true toil of 

Kabolas Ol in the time of Galus. – Likutei Sichos vol. 30 p. 116 
9 Perhaps the רמב"ם is hinting that although children may not interrupt their studies for the actual 

construction, they can {and should} be involved by studying the laws pertaining to the Beis 

HaMikdash and that they do partake in the donations – as quoted from the Rebbe. 

10 These two הלכות would seem to be applicable to the laws of Yom Tov, or the laws of Torah 

study. Yet, it is just as was explained earlier: The Rambam is telling us that the concept of building 

the בית המקדש  is not strengthened (and therefore doesn’t necessitate, rather it negates) Bitul Torah 

of children and the desecration of Yom Tov. On the contrary, children’s Torah study and keeping 

Yom Tov are what give strength to the building of the בית המקדש. 
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and shouldn’t be built on top of arches11   ,ין יפִּ ֹּא ַעל ַגֵבי כִּ ְבנּוהּו ל  ֶׁשלֹּא יִּ

or on top of tunnels12.  ;ילֹות  ְולֹּא ַעל ַגֵבי ְמחִּ

The fact that {the Torah} says: “If {you build} a 

Mizbayach of stone”, 
ם ים-ְוֶזה ֶׁשֶנֱאָמר "ְואִּ ְזַבח ֲאָבנִּ מִּ " 

the sages have a tradition that {the word “if”} is not 

optional, rather it is an obligation: 

י ַהְשמּוָעה ָלְמדּו ְׁשֵאינּו ְרׁשּות, ֵאָלא  ּפִּ מִּ

:חֹוָבה  

The Mizbayach of the Mishkan was made of copper-plated wood, whereas in the first & 

second Beis HaMikdash, it was a structure built of stone. 

Although according to the Ralbag, the Mizbayach of the 1st Beis HaMikdash was also 

copper-plated, and the Tosefos Yom Tov writes that there is a possibility that the 

Mizbayach of the 3rd Beis HaMikdash will be coper-plated, the Rambam’s opinion seems 

unequivocal that the Mizbayach must be only stone. 

Halacha 14 הלכה יד 

The stones of the Mizbayach must be complete & unblemished 

A stone that was damaged so that a fingernail can be 

caught in the groove, 

ר ָבּה  ְפְגָמה ְכֵדי ֶׁשַתְחגֹּ ָכל ֶאֶבן ֶׁשנִּ

ֶרן  ּפֹּ  ַהצִּ

in the same manner as {the Halacha} regarding a 

knife used for Shchita {that it may not even have a 

groove that could catch the fingernail}, 

ין ֶׁשל יָטה ְכַסכִּ   ְׁשחִּ

is unfit for {use in} the ramp or the Mizbayach,  ,ְזֵבַח  ֲהֵרי זֹו ְּפסּוָלה ַלֶכֶבׁש ְוַלמִּ

as it is written: “You shall build Hashem’s altar with 

complete stones.” 

ְבֶנה,  ים ְׁשֵלמֹות תִּ -ֶאתֶׁשֶנֱאָמר "ֲאָבנִּ

ְזַבח ה    '".מִּ

Where would they obtain the stones for the 

Mizbayach? 

ְזֵבַח: ין ַאְבֵני מִּ יאִּ    ּוֵמֵהיָכן ָהיּו ְמבִּ

From untampered ground;  ן ְבתּוַלת ַהַקְרָקע  מִּ

they would dig there until reaching a place that it is 

clearly 
ין ַעד ֶׁשמַ  ָכר חֹוְפרִּ ין ַלָמקֹום ַהנִּ יעִּ  גִּ

not an area used for work or building,  ְנָין  ְׁשֵאינּו ְמקֹום ֲעבֹוָדה ּובִּ

                                                           
11 The ground under the entire Har HaBayis was hollow, to protect the area from impurity caused 

by an unknown grave, however the ground beneath the Mizbayach was solid. 
12 There was a tunnel under the entire Mikdash that did not go beneath the Mizbayach.  
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and they would extract stones from there,  ,ים ֶמנּו ָהֲאָבנִּ ין מִּ יאִּ  ּומֹוצִּ

alternatively {they would take stones} from the {bed 

of the} sea, and build with them. 
ין ָבֶהן ן ַהָים ַהָגדֹול ּובֹונִּ  .אֹו מִּ

Halacha 15 הלכה ט"ו 

All stones used for building the Beis HaMikdash must be whole & unblemished 

The stones {used for building} the Heichal & Azara’s 

had to be complete as well. 

 .ְוֵכן ַאְבֵני ַהֵהיָכל ְוָהֲעָזרֹות ְׁשֵלמֹות ָהיּו

Stones of the Heichal or Azara’s that were damaged 

or cracked become disqualified; 

ְפְגמּו, אֹו  ְוַאְבֵני ֵהיָכל ַוֲעָזרֹות ֶׁשנִּ

ְגְממּו  ְּפסּולֹות;  ֶׁשנִּ

they cannot be redeemed, but must be stored in 

Geniza. 

ים ְגָנזִּ ְדיֹון, ֵאָלא נִּ  :ְוֵאין ָלֶהן ּפִּ

Halcha 16 הלכה ט"ז 

It is a prohibition for any stone touched by iron to be built in the Mizbayach 

A stone that was touched by iron even if it was not 

chipped 

י  ָכל ֶאֶבן ֶׁשָנַגע ָבּה ַהַבְרֶזל ַאף ַעל ּפִּ

ְפְגָמה  ֶׁשלֹּא נִּ

is unfit for use in the building of the Mizbayach or its 

ramp, 
ְנַין ַהֶכֶבׁש ְזֵבַח ּובִּ ְנַין ַהמִּ  ְּפסּוָלה ְלבִּ

as it is written: “For you have lifted your sword upon 

it and defiled it”. 

י ַחְרְבָך ֵהַנְפָת ָעֶליָה   ֶׁשֶנֱאָמר "כִּ

 "ַוְתַחְלֶלהָ 

One who builds a stone that was touched by iron   ְוַהבֹוֶנה ֶאֶבן ֶׁשָנַגע ָבּה ַבְרֶזל 

in the Mizbayach or its ramp, receives lashes; ְזֵבַח אֹו ַבֶכֶבׁש  לֹוֶקה,  - ַבמִּ

for it is written: “You should not build them with 

hewn stone.” 
ית" -ֶׁשֶנֱאָמר "לֹּא ְבֶנה ֶאְתֶהן ָגזִּ  תִּ

One who uses a damaged stone to build them, 

transgresses a positive Mitzva. 
 .ְוַהבֹוֶנה ֶאֶבן ָּפגּום, עֹוֵבר ַבֲעֵשה 

Halacha 17  יזהלכה 

Even after being built in the Mizbayach the stones must not come into contact with iron 

A stone that was chipped {even minutely} or was 

touched by iron 

ְפְגָמה אֹו ֶׁשָנַגע ָבּה ַבְרֶזל  ֶאֶבן ֶׁשנִּ

after being built in the Mizbayach,   ְַזֵבח ְבֵנית ַבמִּ  ַאַחר ֶׁשנִּ



9 
 

the specific stone becomes disqualified,  ,אֹוָתּה ָהֶאֶבן ְּפסּוָלה 

but the remainder of the stones can be used. .ְוַהְשָאר ְכֵׁשרֹות   

The Mizbayach was plastered twice a year ם ַבָשָנה ְזֵבַח ַּפֲעַמיִּ ין ֶאת ַהמִּ  ּוְמַלְבנִּ

{before the holidays of} Pesach & Sukos.   ;ַבֶּפַסח ּוֶבָחג 

The plastering was done with a cloth, ין ְבַמָּפה ין אֹותֹו ְמַלְבנִּ  ּוְכֶׁשְמַלְבנִּ

and not with an iron lathe  יס ֶׁשל ֹּא ְבָכפִּ  ַבְרֶזל,  ֲאָבל ל

{for fear that the iron} may touch a stone and render 

it unfit. 
ַגע ָבאֶ  לֶׁשֶמא יִּ ְפסֹּ  .ֶבן ְויִּ

There are two Halachos regarding the stones of the Mizbayach: a) They must be whole 

& cannot be even slightly blemished. A similar rule applies to the stones of the rest of the 

Beis HaMikdash as well. b) They are not allowed to come into contact with iron (even if 

it did not damage them at all), since iron shortens man’s life and the purpose of the 

Mizbayach is to lengthen the life of a person. According to the Rambam, the stones of the 

rest of the Mikdash may come into contact with iron, outside of Har Habayis. 

Halacha 18  יחהלכה  

It is forbidden to use stairs to ascend the Mizbayach, which is why a ramp was built.  

Steps were not made for the Mizbayach,  ְַזֵבח ין ַמְדֵרגֹות ַלמִּ   ,ֵאין עֹושִּ

as it is written: Do not ascend My Mizbayach with 

steps; 

-ַתֲעֶלה ְבַמֲעֹלת ַעל-ֶׁשֶנֱאָמר "ְולֹּא

י ְזְבחִּ    "מִּ

rather they built an incline on the South {in front} of 

the Mizbayach  

ְזֵבחַ  ְדרֹומֹו ֶׁשל מִּ ין ְכמֹו ֵתל בִּ   ,ֵאָלא בֹונִּ

diminishing in height as it goes down from the top 

of the Mizbayach until the ground, 

ְזֵבַח ַעד  ְתַמֵעט ְויֹוֵרד ֵמרֹּאׁש ַהמִּ מִּ

  ;ָהָאֶרץ

and this is called the Kevesh - ramp. ְקָרא ֶכֶבׁש  ְוהּוא ַהנִּ

One who ascends the Mizbayach on stair, is 

punished by receiving lashes. 

ְזֵבַח,   .לֹוֶקהְוָהעֹוֶלה ְבַמֲעלֹות ַעל ַהמִּ

Halacha 19 הלכה יט 

It is forbidden to break a stone of the Mizbayach or the Beis HaMikdash 

One who breaks one stone of the Mizbayach  ְַזֵבח ן ַהמִּ   ְוֵכן ַהנֹוֵתץ ֶאֶבן ַאַחת מִּ
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or from anywhere in the Heichal or {the area} 

between the Ulam & the Mizbayach 

ֵבין ָהאּוָלם  ָכל ַהֵהיָכל אֹו מִּ אֹו מִּ

ְזֵבחַ    ,ְוַלמִּ

in a destructive manner13, receives lashes, לֹוֶקה--ֶדֶרְך ַהְׁשָחָתה,  

as it is written: “You should break the altars of the 

idols … do not do the same to Hashem your G-d.”  

ַתְצֶתם ֶאת ָתם . . . -ֶׁשֶנֱאָמר: "ְונִּ ְזְבחֹּ מִּ

 ."לֹּא ַתֲעשּון ֵכן ַלה' ֱאֹלֵהיֶכם
  

The Rebbe explains three different aspects in a stone that was chipped: 

1) Before it is built in the Mizbayach: The stone must be complete, as it says in the 

Torah. Hence, if before it is built on the Mizbayach there is the smallest groove, that 

a finger nail can be caught in, it is incomplete, and cannot be used. 

2) Once it was built on the Mizbayach: The Torah commands: Break the altars of idols, 

but to not do the same to Hashem’s altar. Since it is forbidden to break the stones of 

the Mizbayach, if a stone was broken, it becomes disqualified. Here, the measurement 

of “a finger nail being caught in it” does not apply. Being that we learn it from the 

transgression that involves idol worship, of which even the minutest amount is 

forbidden, it is therefore disqualified even if the finger nail cannot be caught in it.  

3) Once it is built in the Heichal & Azaros: Here too, there is a prohibition against 

breaking them in the manner that would be done to places of idols. Hence, if they are 

blemished even in the minutest amount (less than “the finger nail being able to get 

caught in”), they are already disqualified. 

Once a stone has been built in the Mizbayach or Beis HaMikdash, it is now part of the Beis 

Habechira, place chosen by Hashem. Regarding choice, there is no measurement or 

amount, and therefore the minutest amount, even less than the smallest measurement, 

already causes it to be unfit. 

Halacha 20  כהלכה 

Other utensils must be made of metal, when possible they should be gold 

The Menora and its utensils, the Shulchan and its 

utensils, 

 ַהְמנֹוָרה ְוֵכֶליָה, ְוַהֻשְלָחן ְוֵכָליו

                                                           

13 However, if he broke it only in order to build it in a better way, it is allowed. The Rebbe explains 

that this is why Hashem destroyed the Beis HaMikdash, although we know that Hashem Himself 

keeps the Mitzvos. The destruction was not “in a destructive manner”, but in order to build a bigger 

& better 3rd Beis HaMikdash. 
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the Mizbayach of Ketores and all utensils used to 

serve {in the Beis Hmikkdash} 

ֶרת ְוָכל ְכֵלי ַהָשֵרת  ְזַבח ַהְקטֹּ  ּומִּ

can only be made of metal;  ;ְלָבד ן ַהַמֶתֶכת בִּ ין אֹוָתן ֵאָלא מִּ  ֵאין עֹושִּ

if they were fashioned of wood, bone, stone ם ָעשּו אֹוָתם ֶׁשל  ֵעץ אֹו ֶעֶצם אֹו ֶאֶבן  ְואִּ

or glass; they are unfit for use. ין. אֹו ֶׁשל ית, ְּפסּולִּ   ְזכֹוכִּ

If the community were poor ים יִּ  ָהיּו ַהָקָהל ֲענִּ

they can even make them out of tin;  לּו ֶׁשל ין אֹוָתן ַאפִּ יל;  עֹושִּ  ְבדִּ

and when they become rich, they exchange them for 

gold. 

Even the wash basins and spits 

ין אֹוָתן ֶׁשל ירּו, עֹושִּ ְעׁשִּ ם הִּ    ָזָהב: ְואִּ

 אפילו המזרקות והשפודים

and “shovels” of the outer Mizbayach, ְזַבח ָהעֹוָלה,  ְוַהַמְגֵרפֹות ֶׁשל  מִּ

as well as the measuring utensils; if the community 

has the means to, they should fashion them out of 

gold. 

דֹות ין אֹוָתן  ְוַהמִּ בּור, עֹושִּ ם ֵיׁש כֹוַח ַבצִּ אִּ

 ָזָהב;  ֶׁשל

If they have the means, they must coat even the gates 

of the Azara with gold14. 

לּו ַׁשֲעֵרי ָהֲעָזָרה ם  ַאפִּ ין אֹוָתן ָזָהב, אִּ ְמַחּפִּ

 .ָמְצָאה ָיָדם

Halacha 21  אכהלכה 

Building materials and utensils must be originally intended for use in the Mikdash 

All the utensils must be made originally with the 

only intention of being used in the Mikdash. 

ָלָתן, ֵאָלא  ְתחִּ ים מִּ ין ָכל ַהֵכלִּ ֵאין עֹושִּ

ֶדׁש;   ְלֵׁשם ַהקֹּ

If they were initially intended for mundane use, they 

cannot be transferred to {be used for} Hashem. 

ְדיֹוט, ֵאי ָלָתן ְלהִּ ְתחִּ ם ַנֲעשּו מִּ ין ְואִּ ן עֹושִּ

   אֹוָתן ְלָגבֹוַּה.

Utensils of the Beis HaMikdash, before they were 

used for the Beis HaMikdash, 

ְׁשַתַמׁש ָבֶהן ָגבֹוַּה,  ּוְכֵלי ָגבֹוּהַ  ֹּא נִּ  ַעד ֶׁשל

                                                           
14 This was done in the 2nd Beis HaMikdash, and will certainly be done in the 3rd Beis 

HaMikdash 
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are allowed to be used by a regular person;  ְדיֹוטַרָשאי ְׁשַתַמׁש ָבֶהן הִּ  ְלהִּ

but once they were used for the Beis HaMikdash, 

they are forbidden from being used for the mundane. 

ין   ְׁשַתַמׁש ָבֶהן ָגבֹוַּה, ֲאסּורִּ ֶשנִּ ּומִּ

ְדיֹוט.    ְלהִּ

Stones and beams that were initially intended for a 

synagogue, 

ָלה ְלֵבית  ְתחִּ ים ְוקֹורֹות ֶׁשֲחָצָבן מִּ ֲאָבנִּ

 ַהְכֶנֶסת, 

may not be built into the Temple Mount. ת ין אֹוָתן ְבַהר ַהַביִּ  .ֵאין בֹונִּ

The Torah says: ועשו לי מקדש – They shall make a Mikdash for Me – meaning for My sake. 

Every part of the Beis HaMikdash must be made with the sole intention of building it in the 

Beis HaMikdash. 

The Rebbe explains that the keilim of the Beis HaMikdash as well – being that they are an 

extension and inseparable part of the actual Mikdash – must be built with the intention of 

building a Beis HaMikdash (which is why, as we learned earlier, the laws of constructing 

these utensils are found in Hilchos Beis haBechira, and not Hilchos Klei HaMikdash. 
 

We learned the laws of the positive Mitzvos involved in building the Beis HaMikdash. 

Who will build the 3rd Beis HaMikdash? 

Delving Deeper 

From the Source 

Rashi & Tosefos (in  מ"א.סוכה דף מקדש זה שאנו מצפין בנוי ומשוכלל הוא יגלה ויבא מן  :(

 The Mikdash that we are awaiting is fully built, and will be revealed and – שמים

come down from Heaven. 

Zohar: The reason that although the first & second Beis HaMikdash were destroyed 

the third will last forever, is because the first & second Beis HaMikdash were  בנייננא

 the edifice of a human being, and therefore are not everlasting; whereas the – דבר נש

third will be בניינא דקוב"ה – an edifice built by Hashem, which will last forever. 

Rambam (in ch. 11 of הלכות מלכים): ויבנה מקדש במקומו – Moshiach will build the Beis 

HaMikdash in its place. 

The Rebbe explains that the Rambam, who is a book of Halachos – writes, as 

Halacha dictates, that since it is a Mitzva to build the Beis HaMikdash – a Mitzva 

must be performed by a human being. Whereas, Rashi, Tosefos & the Zohar, are 

speaking about the greatness of the 3rd Beis HaMikdash – especially based on the 

secrets of the Torah, and therefore explain that it will be built by Hashem Himself. 

The Rebbe gives various options in how to reconcile both opinions: 
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1) The Beis HaMikdash will descend from Heaven, and the doors will be put up 

by Moshiach, and he who puts up the doors is considered as if he put up the 

entire building. 

2) The physical Beis HaMikdash will be put up by Moshiach, whereas the 

spiritual Beis HaMikdash will come into it – as a soul in a body. 

3) The parts that can be understood in yechezk’el will be built by Moshiach and 

the parts that are hidden and not understood – will come from Heaven. 

The Rebbe explains that in a similar fashion when we learn about the Beis 

HaMikdash – we are doing our part in learning about it, and Hashem does His – by 

considering it as if we actually built it. 

Discussion: 

It is interesting to compare these opinions to the opinions that we learned previously 

from the Rambam, that: 

1) All the Batei Mikdash are the same Mitzva, incumbent upon the person; 

whereas the סמ"ג holds that the Beis HaMikdash is different. 

Thus – they all have to be built by a person 

2) The Rambam holds that the G-dliness comes into the Beis HaMikdash is in a 

manner of מעביר, while the חינוך holds it is in a manner of התלבשות. 

3) The Rambam holds that the main purpose of the Beis HaMikdash is the עבודה 

of a person, while the רמב"ן holds it is the השראה of the שכינה. 

Both resulting in the fact – that the Avoda of the person must specifically come 

 .מלמטה

Since when we learn about the Beis HaMikdash we are fulfilling both concepts – we 

are doing our part, and causing Hashem – כביכול, to do His; it follows that when we 

learn about the Beis HaMikdash because the Rebbe told us to, moreover, we learn 

it according to his teachings – we are actually helping him, so to speak, fulfill his 

mission of building the Beis HaMikdash, as well as causing it to come down from 

Heaven. 

Just as when we do מבצעים – we are the Rebbe’s שלוחים to do יכוף כל ישראל; similarly 

when we study about the Beis HaMikdash, we are the Rebbe’s Shluchim to fulfill  

 .יבנה מקדש במקומו

 


