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Tuesday 27th of תמוז 

 ענייני בין המצרים

Moshiach Tidbit 

As we stand in the days of Bein HaMetzarim, may it be the will of Hashem that he should 

“fence in” the cracks / breaches of his nation Israel both spiritually and materially, the 

Law should be strengthened – the study of Torah and upkeep of Mitzvos in actuality and 

in the best manner in all Jewish settlements. 

Speedily in our days we should merit the fulfillment of the promise, that a king shall rise 

from the house of David who studies the Torah and is involved in Mitzvos etc., and he 

will force all of Israel to follow it and strengthen its cracks and fight the wars of Hashem. 

He is Moshiach Tzidkeinu, who will build the Beis HaMikdash, and gather the scattered 

of Israel, as is the ruling of the Rambam (in the laws of kings). 

From a letter of the 28th of Tamuz 5722 – L.S. vol. 38 p. 219 

In today’s Chitas, Rashi quotes an analogy of a king that took his sick son to a doctor in a 

distant place, and on the way back he recounted all the stops: here we slept, here your 

head hurt etc. 

The Rebbe explains that this analogy contains two opposites. On one hand, it describes the 

great kindness that the King performed for His son. On the other hand, it describes the 

hardship & headache.  

This is the same with regard to the “Bein Hametzarim”. Although we must stop and 

contemplate the “headaches” of Galus and the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash, since 

together with the headaches we feel Hashem’s revealed kindness, it doesn’t lead to sadness. 

On the contrary, we recognize Hashem’s miracles that He performed 90 years ago on the 

12th & 13th of Tamuz, which extended into the days of the 3 weeks as well. Hence, rather 

than sadness, the emotion we feel is bitterness, which brings positive action, so that we 

rectify the sins that brought about the Galus, and instead march to the complete & final 

redemption Now! 

 ענייני בית המקדש

Lesson Eleven 

Ta’im (chambers) of the Heichal 

• Melachim 1 Chapter 6 

• Midos Chapter 4 

• Rambam Laws of Beis Habechira Chapter 4 

• Yechezk’el Chapter 4 

• Delving Deeper – the Ta’im of the Heichal 
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The תאים of the Heichal are one of the most involved aspects of the Beis HaMikdash. We 

will now attempt, with the help of Hashem, to explain the Ta’im according to two general 

opinions: 1) The Rambam & Bartenura; 2) Rashi, the Ra’avad & the Tosfos Yom Tov. Let’s 

start with the P’sukim that describe the 1st Beis HaMikdash as it was built by King Shlomo. 

Melachim (Kings1) ch. 6 

Posuk 5  הפסוק' 

And he built against the wall of the house 

[Rambam – onto the wall of the house] a 

chamber [Rambam – a balcony] 

יעַ  ת ָיצִּ יר ַהַביִּ ֶבן ַעל קִּ   ַויִּ

surrounding the walls of the house  ת ירֹות ַהַביִּ יב ֶאת קִּ  ָסבִּ

around the Heichal & the Holy of Holies   יר יב ַלֵהיָכל ְוַלְדבִּ  ָסבִּ

and he made chambers all around: :יב  ַוַיַעׂש ְצָלעֹות ָסבִּ

Posuk 6  ופסוק' 

The lowest chamber [Rambam - balcony]   ַיע ָנה  ַהָיצִּ  ַהַתְחתֹּ

was five Amos in width  ָחֵמׁש ָבַאָמה ָרְחָבּה 

and the middle one 6 Amos in width  ָנה ֵׁשׁש ָבַאָמה יכֹּ  ָרְחָבּהְוַהתִּ

and the third one, seven Amos in width,  ית ֶׁשַבע ָבַאָמה ָרְחָבּה יׁשִּ  ְוַהְשלִּ

as the walls of the house were made to 

become narrower all around on the outside, 

ת ָסבִּ  ְגָרעֹות ָנַתן ַלַביִּ י מִּ  יב חּוָצהכִּ

so that there should be no need [it should 

not be possible] to get a hold on the walls 

of the house:  

ת:  ירֹות ַהָביִּ ז ְבקִּ י ֲאחֹּ ְלתִּ  ְלבִּ

We’ll try to explain BEH. 

The Gemara says in Bava Basra that the following three words all mean the same thing: 

Yatzi’a, Tzeila & Ta. Rashi interprets them as a small room that is in front of a larger 

structure. The Rambam explains it to mean a hollow space that is in between two walls. 

According to Rashi, there were three levels of chambers adjoining the walls of the 

Heichal.  The width of the chamber’s lower level was 5 Amos, the middle – six, and the 

top seven. The reason for this is because the walls of the Heichal were built like steps, so 

that the roofs of the chambers do not have to break in to the walls of the Heichal, as in 

the middle picture below: 
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The gray is the outer wall of the Heichal, that serves as one wall of the (white) Ta. 

According to the Rambam & Bartenura, the Ta’im are spaces inside the Heichal’s walls. 

Thus, there are two concepts: The Yatzi’a – balcony, protruded outside of the Heichal’s 

walls, and the Tzla’os are spaces inside the walls of the Heichal itself. Perhaps, Yatzi’a 

refers to the space in between the two protruding slabs of stone rather than the slabs 

themselves. Thus, Yatzi’a still means the space between two walls. According to 

Bartenura, which the Kesef Mishne quotes in explanation to the Rambam, the bottom slab 

was 5 Amos at the bottom and became wider on top (see first picture on the right, above), 

in the same manner as Rashi explained the Ta’im. Thus, the top part that was six Amos 

(the black part in the picture above) lay directly on the (step in the) wall of the Heichal, 

the same with the seven Ama width. However, according to the picture above, which was 

inspired by a drawing drawn by the Rambam himself, they were all protruding from the 

same place. The bottom of the balcony is narrower and the top becomes wider; this way 

it becomes more difficult to grab hold of the walls of the Heichal. 

Thus, the bottom space is 5 Amos, then it gets wider and becomes the floor of the next 

space, the next space being six, etc. Perhaps the word מגרעות on the Pasuk, means that the 

balconies (stone slabs) become narrower from top to bottom, and then the Pasuk explains 

that these are to prevent people from holding (approaching) the walls of the Heichal, as 

we learned yesterday. 

Mishna - Tractate Midos                                                    )משנה    )מידות          

Chapter 4  דפרק' 
 

Mishna 3  גמשנה' 

There were 38 Ta’im in the Heichal: ים ָהיּו ָׁשם ים ּוְׁשמֹוָנה ָתאִּ  :ְׁשֹלׁשִּ



4 
 

fifteen in the north, 15 in the south,   ָשה ָעָׂשר ָשה ָעָׂשר ַבָדרֹום ,ַבָצפֹון ֲחמִּ  ֲחמִּ

and eight in the west1. ּוְׁשמֹוָנה ַבַמֲעָרב. 

Those in the north & south ֶׁשַבָצפֹון ְוֶׁשַבָדרֹום, 

were {2 levels -} five on top of five ָשה ָשה ַעל ַגֵבי ֲחמִּ  ,ֲחמִּ

and {another} five on top of them; ָשה ַעל ַגֵביֶהם  .ַוֲחמִּ

and on the west there were three on top of 

three 

 ,ְׁשֹלָׁשה ַעל ַגֵבי ְׁשֹלָׁשה ְוֶׁשַבַמֲעָרב

and two on top of them. ם ַעל ַגֵביֶהם  .ּוְׁשַניִּ

Each Ta had 3 doors,  ָים ָהָיה ְלָכלּוְׁשֹלָׁשה ְפת  :ְוֶאָחדֶאָחד  חִּ

one to the Ta on the right, ין ן ַהָימִּ  ,ֶאָחד ַלָתא מִּ

one to the Ta on the left ן ַהְשמאל  ,ְוֶאָחד ַלָתא מִּ

and one to the Ta on top of it. ְוֶאָחד ַלָתא ֶׁשַעל ַגָביו. 

On the north east corner there were 5 

doors, 

יתּוְבֶקֶרן  ית ְצפֹונִּ ְזָרחִּ ים ,מִּ ָשה ְפָתחִּ  :ָהיּו ֲחמִּ

one to the Ta on the right, one to the Ta 

on top, 

ין ְוֶאָחד ַלָתא ֶׁשַעל ַגָביו ן ַהָימִּ  ,ֶאָחד ַלָתא מִּ

one to the “Mesiba”, one to the 

“Pishpesh”, 

ָבה ְפֶׁשֶפׁש ,ְוֶאָחד ַלְמסִּ  ְוֶאָחד לִּ

and one to the Heichal. ְוֶאָחד ַלֵהיָכל. 

The Mishna according to Rashi 

, the After the 6 Ama wall of the Heichal (on the north & the south) there are 5 Ta’im

5 Amos, thus reaching are interior of each is 6 Amos, and the walls between them 

way until the west. The Ta’im start at the same place as the Heichal’s  (almost) all the

5  achthere are 3 levels of Ta’im, e, and )floor (they are also built on a six Ama base

high.Amos  

                                                           
1 In the 3rd Beis HaMikdash, there will be only 3 Ta’im on the west, total 33. 
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elwith the bottom Ta at ground level rather than floor lev –The three levels of Ta’im  

 

The Mishna according to the Rambam 

A “Ta” is a cavity in the wall. Thus, from both north & south, the wall of the Heichal 

is a hollow wall of 6 Ama, and the cavity is called Ta. The second Ta is the 6 Amos 

between the Heichal wall and the next, which the small gates – “Pishpeshin” open into. 

The third Ta is the hollow in the five Ama wall, and the 4th Ta is the “Mesiba” that we 

will learn about in the next Mishna. The 5th Ta is the hollow in the 5 Ama outer wall 

(the wall of the Mesiba), which is the last wall in the Heichal before the Beis 

HaChalifos. 
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On the west side, there are 3 Ta’im: the 6 Ama cavity in the Heichal wall, the 6 Ama 

space between the Heichal wall and the next wall, and the 5 Ama cavity in the outermost 

wall of the Heichal. 

These “Ta’im” are 3 levels, the bottom one begins at the base (since they are cavities 

in the walls, they begin from the bottom of the wall). Thus the bottom set of “Ta’im” is 

adjacent to the 6 Ama foundation. In the next set of Ta’im, the 6 Ama space all around 

the Heichal is used to walk in. The 3 Ama space on the north is for the Mesiba, and on 

the south is for the water from the roof. 
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Three levels of Ta’im together withYetzi’im on the outside 

Mishna 4  דמשנה' 

The bottom one is five Amos interior, its 

roof which is the floor of the next one, 

six; 

ֶבד ֵׁשׁש ַהַתְחתֹוָנה ָחֵמׁש  ְורֹּ

the middle one six, its roof seven, יֹות, ֵׁשׁש ֶבד ֶׁשַבע ְוָהֶאְמָצעִּ  ;ְורֹּ

and the top one, seven, ָהֶעְליֹוָנה, ֶׁשַבע, 

as it is stated:  :ֶׁשֶנֱאַמר 

“The bottom Yatzia five Amos wide "ָנה ָחֵמׁש ָבַאָמה ָרְחָבּה יַע ַהַתְחתֹּ  ,ַהָיצִּ

the middle one six Amos wide ָנה ֵׁשׁש ָבַאָמה ָרְחָבּה יכֹּ  ,ְוַהתִּ

and the third, seven Amos wide”.  ַית ֶׁשַבע ָבא יׁשִּ  ָמה ָרְחָבּהְוַהְשלִּ

learned earlier, according to Rashi, this Mishna refers to the Ta’im, and  As we

 balconies.according to the Rambam, it is talking about the  

Mishna 5  ה'משנה 

There was a ramp ascending ָבה ָהְיָתה עֹוָלה  ּוְמסִּ

r rom the north east cornef  ית ית ְצפֹונִּ ְזָרחִּ ֶקֶרן מִּ  מִּ

corner west northo the t ית ית ַמֲעָרבִּ  ,ְלֶקֶרן ְצפֹונִּ

which one would go up to the roofs  upon

of the “Ta’im”. 

ים ים ְלַגגֹות ַהָתאִּ  .ֶׁשָבּה ָהיּו עֹולִּ
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facing while the ramp ascend would  One

west, 

ְמסִּ   ,ֲעָרבָבה ּוָפָניו ַלמַ ָהָיה עֹוֶלה בִּ

entire north sidethe across walk  and  ֵלְך ְפֵני ָכל  ,ַהָצפֹוןהִּ

;the west ingntil reachu יַע ַלַמֲעָרב  .ַעד ֶׁשהּוא ַמגִּ

west he would turn so that  ingreach upon

he faced south, 

יַע ַלַמֲעָרב, ָהַפְך ָפָניו ַלָדרֹו גִּ  .םהִּ

nd walk along the entire westa ֵלְך ְפֵני ָכל ַהַמֲעָרב  ,הִּ

reached the south.ntil he u יַע ַלָדרֹום  .ַעד ֶׁשהּוא ַמגִּ

hen he reached south he would turn so w

that he faced east, 

ְזָרח יַע ַלָדרֹום, ָהַפְך ָפָניו ַלמִּ גִּ  .הִּ

he entire easte would walk along th ָהָיה ְמַהֵלְך ַבָדרֹום, 

,opening of the atticntil reaching the u ְתָחּה ֶׁשל יַע ְלפִּ ָיה ַעד ֶׁשהּוא ַמגִּ  ,ֲעלִּ

ecause the opening of the attic was open b

to the south. 

ְתָחּה ֶׁשל ָיה ָפתּוַח ַלָדרֹום ֶׁשפִּ  .ֲעלִּ

 

he atticAt the opening of t ְתָחּה ֶׁשל ָיה ּוְבפִּ  ֲעלִּ

wooden beamshere were two t ֶאֶרז ָהיּו ְׁשֵני ְכלֹונֹוסֹות ֶׁשל, 

.one would go up to the attic 2ith whichw ין ְלַגָגּה ֶׁשל ָיה ֶׁשָבֶהן ָהיּו עֹולִּ  .ֲעלִּ

And there were beams protruding from 

,in the attic the wall that separated 

ין  ָיהְורֹּאָׁשן ְפֶסְפסִּ יל ָבֲעלִּ  ,ַמְבדִּ

etween the area of holy, and the Holy of b

.3Holies 

ים ָדׁשִּ ֶדׁש ַהקֳּ ֶדׁש ְלֵבין קֹּ  .ֵבין קֹּ

There were opening in the attic  ְָיה ו ין ָבֲעלִּ ין ָהיּו ְפתּוחִּ  לּולִּ

to the Holy of Holies  ֶדׁש ְלֵבית יםקֹּ ָדׁשִּ  ַהקֳּ

which they would lower workers through 

,4in boxes 

ים ַבֵתבֹות ין ֶאת ָהֻאָמנִּ  ,ֶׁשָבֶהן ָהיּו ְמַׁשְלׁשִּ

so that they should not feed their eyes 

from the Holy of Holies. 

דָ  ֶדׁש ַהקֳּ ֵבית קֹּ ּזֹונּו ֶאת ֵעיֵניֶהן מִּ יםְכֵדי ֶׁשלֹּא יִּ  .ׁשִּ

                                                           
2 The Tosefos Yom tov says that there were rungs between the two beams, so it was like a ladder 
3 Elsewhere it is brought that there were actually two curtains in the attic as well. 

4 With the boxes facing the wall, so that could fix necessary things. 
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Although there are commentaries who explain that there were spiral stairs or a type of 

elevator, it seems that these only went from one “Ta” to the next. The Mesiba was a 

ramp that was by the outermost wall of the Heichal, leading upwards. According to 

Rashi, apparently, once it reached the west it was already parallel to the roofs of the 

“Ta’im”, hence one would continue to go up on top of the “Ta’im”. 

According to the Rambam the Mesiba is also called a “Ta”. It was only necessary on 

the north side, since the Ta closest to the inside of the Heichal was used for the ground 

level entry. Hence, the first Ta is not used, as it is the hollow of the wall (except 

according to Rabbi Yehuda). The second “Ta” is used to enter the Heichal from the 

Pishpesh. The third “Ta” is again the hollow of the wall (called the wall of the “Ta”). 

The 4th Ta is a ramp that goes up to the “Ta” on the second level on the west, and the 

5th Ta is the hollow of the wall referred to as the Mesiba wall. On the west, there are 3 

Ta’im on the middle level (which is floor level), as two are cavities in the walls 

themselves, and one is used to walk around the Heichal when necessary (it is the same 

Ta that the “Pishpeshin” go into). On the West side, he is going up on the top level of 

the “Ta’im”. Why are there only two Ta’im? Perhaps the wall closest to the Holy of the 

Holies is totally blocked? When one reaches the south, he has already reached the roof 

of the Ta’im. Perhaps then he walks straight on top, so that he should go in at the east, 

furthest from the Holy of Holies, and as such not have to turn his back on the part of 

the attic that is above the Holy of Holies. 

 Rambam Mishne Torah                                               רמב"ם הל' בית הבחירה     

         Chapter 4'דפרק 

Halacha 10  יהלכה  

All of the empty spaces between the walls,     ,ים ים ֶׁשֵבין ַהכֹוָתלִּ  ָכל ֵאלּו ַהְמקֹומֹות ַהְפנּויִּ

are referred to as “Ta’im”.  ְק ים תָ ֶהם ַהנִּ ים; ָראִּ  אִּ

Hence, there are Ta’im surrounding the 

Mikdash: 

ְקָדׁש,  ין ַלמִּ ים ַהֻמָקפִּ ְמְצאּו ַהָתאִּ  נִּ

five on the north side,  ן ַהָצפֹון  ָחֵמׁש מִּ

five on the south  ן ַהָדרֹום  ְוָחֵמׁש מִּ

and three on the west. .ן ַהַמְעָרב   ְוָׁשלֹוׁש מִּ

There are three levels of Ta’im, one on top of 

the other; 

   ׁש ְדיֹוטֹות ָהיּו, ְדיֹוָטה ַעל ַגֵבי ְדיֹוָטה.ְוָׁשלֹו

making it fifteen Ta’im in the south, three 

levels of five, 

ים ַבָדרֹום ָשה ָעָׂשר ָתאִּ ְמְצאּו ֲחמִּ ָשה ַעל  נִּ ֲחמִּ

 ָשה; ַגֵבי ֲחמִּ 

likewise there are fifteen on the north  ָשה ָעָׂשרְוֵכן  ַבָצפֹון ֲחמִּ

and eight Ta’im on the west,  ,ים ָהיּו ַבַמְעָרב  ּוְׁשמֹוָנה ָתאִּ
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three on top of three,  ְׁשלֹוָׁשה ַעל ַגֵבי ְׁשלֹוָׁשה 

and two on top of them in one level.   ְדיֹוָטה ַאַחת.ַניִּ ּוְׁש    ם ַעל ַגֵביֶהן בִּ

Altogether, there are thirty eight Ta’im. ים ים ָתאִּ ל ְׁשמֹוָנה ּוְׁשלֹוׁשִּ  .ַהכֹּ

Halacha 11  אי"הלכה 

Each one of the Ta’im had three openings,    ן ים ָהָיה ְלָכל ֶאָחד ְוֶאָחד מִּ ְׁשלֹוָׁשה ְפָתחִּ

ים  ַהָתאִּ

one to the Ta on the right, one to the Ta on 

the left 

ן ַהְשמֹּאל ין, ְוֶאָחד ַלָתא מִּ ן ַהָימִּ   ֶאָחד ַלָתא מִּ

and one to the Ta on top of it5.  ;ְוֶאָחד ַלָתא ֶׁשַעל ַגָביו 

On the north east corner  ית ית ְצפֹונִּ ְזָרחִּ  ּוְבֶקֶרן מִּ

in the “Ta” that is in the middle row (level)6  ,ית  ַבָתא ֶׁשַבְדיֹוָטה ָהֶאְמָצעִּ

there were 5 doors, ים ָשה ְפָתחִּ  ָהיּו ֲחמִּ

one to the Ta on the right7, one to the Ta on 

top, 

ין, ְוֶאָחד ַלָתא ֶׁשַעל ַגָביו,  ָימִּ  ֶאָחד ַלָתא מִּ

one to the “Mesiba”,  ְָבה, ְוֶאָחד ַלמ  סִּ

one to the “Pishpesh”,  ,ְוֶאָחד ַלָתא ֶׁשֵיׁש בֹו ַהְפֵׁשָפׁש 

and one to the Heichal. ְוֶאָחד ַלֵהיָכל. 

 1s Prophecy    Ch. 4’el’Yechezk                                           אמ"סי'    בואת יחזקאל נ

 

Posuk 5  ה'פסוק 

He measured the western outer wall {of the 

Holy of Holies} 6 Amos    

ת ֵׁשׁש ַאמֹות  יר ַהַביִּ  ַוָיָמד קִּ

And the width of the Tzeila was four Amos 

around {the entire wall},  

ַחב ַהֵצָלע ַאְרַבע ַאמֹות יב ְורֹּ    ָסבִּ

                                                           
5 Apparently, at the beginning of each Ta there is an opening to the cavities near it, as well as perhaps a 

spiral staircase to the “Ta” on top. 
6 The lower level is under the floor level of the Heichal, and the middle level is the one that is floor level 

7 Perhaps this is the Ta referred to as “Ta” – the opening between the wall of the Heichal and the wall of 

the Ta. It has an opening to the Mesiba, it has an opening to the “Ta” that contains the Pishpesh, 

apparently that is referring to the hollow of the wall, and the Pishpesh opens up to the hollow. However, 

according to the Tana Kama (which is how the Rambam Paskens), this hollow doesn’t open up to the 

Heichal. Hence, from the Pishpesh one must enter the Ta, and from the Ta to the Heichal. However, which 

is the “Ta” on the right? Perhaps this refers to the area on the side of the Ulam, although it is not really one 

of the Taim. 
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{and it was the same} all around the house 

{on the north and south}. 

יב: ת ָסבִּ יב ַלַביִּ  ָסבִּ

The Tzeila (or “Ta”) on the back wall of the Holy of Holies was 4 Amos wide rather 

than 6 as in the 2nd Beis HaMikdash, and went along the entire length of the western 

wall. This “Ta” on the western side of the 3rd Beis HaMikdash is the same according 

to both Rashi & the Rambam. 

The measurement is as follows: The back (western) wall is 6 Amos, a 4 Ama chamber 

or cavity – “Ta”, and another 5 Ama wall (altogether 15 Amos, in the 2nd Beis 

HaMikdash where there was a 6 Ama “Ta” it was 17 Ama). 62 of The Heichal & Holy 

of Holies including the two Ama thickness of the wall between them, (in the 2nd Beis 

HaMikdash it was only a 1 Ama space). 6 Ama wall of the Heichal, 11 of the Ulam, 

and 5 Ama wall of the Ulam, altogether ninety-nine. 

The Tosefos Yom Tov explains that in the foundation of the back wall of the Heichal 

there’s an extra Ama, as Rashi says in Pasuk 8: “The foundation of the wall of the 

“Ta” below the ground was six Amos although above the ground the wall was only 5 

Amos thick”. All the “Tzla’os” are 4 Amos instead of six, and this is the meaning of 

the words “around the house all around”. We make up the missing 4 Amos on the 

north & south as well with the foundations of the walls, as we will see BEH. 

 

Pasuk 6 'פסוק ו 

All the Tzla’os are one above the other {three 

levels}    

 ַהְצָלעֹות ֵצָלע ֶאל ֵצָלע וְ 
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Thirty-three times {33 Tzla’os};   ים ים ְפָעמִּ  ָׁשלֹוׁש ּוְׁשֹלׁשִּ

{on the outer wall} they stick into the wall  ת יר ֲאֶׁשר ַלַביִּ  ּוָבאֹות ַבקִּ

of the Tzla’os from all around יב יב   ַלְצָלעֹות ָסבִּ  ָסבִּ

in order to be held,  ים ְהיֹות ֲאחּוזִּ  לִּ

but they were not held on the wall of the 

Heichal. 

ת: יר ַהָביִּ ים ְבקִּ ְהיּו ֲאחּוזִּ  ְולֹּא יִּ

r There are 33 Tzla’im all around (west, north & south), in 3 rows one atop the othe

with 11 Tzla’im in each row, north & south 5 each and one on the west. 

The second half of the Pasuk according to Rashi refers to the roof of each Tzela. As we 

learned in the 1st & 2nd Beis HaMikdash according to Rashi, the walls would stick out 

like steps so that the roof of the Tzela could lie on it and they didn’t have to make a 

hole in the wall of the Heichal. Some explain the reason for this, because of respect, 

others say, that it is so as not to weaken the wall, while other commentaries explain 

that since once the stones are built on Har Habayis, you are no longer allowed to use 

tools, there is no way to make holes, or because the stones of the walls must be 

complete. Rashi explains that only the Heichal wall was sticking out, but the wall of 

the Ta they did make a hole in. Others explain that both walls were sticking out, half 

an Ama on each side. 

The Rambam who interpreted the Pasuk in Melachim as referring to balconies, will 

interpret this Pasuk differently. 
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The Ta’im of the 2nd Beis HaMikdash according to Rashi. In the 3rd Beis HaMikdash 

there will only be (three levels of) one in the back, but it will be all along the wall. In 

front of the Ulam, there will be a 5 Ama space that reaches until the innermost (thick 

black) around the Heichal. 

 
In the middle diagram, you can see the Ta’im according to Rashi. The diagram on the 

right is the balconies according to the Rambam. 

Pasuk 7 'פסוק ז 

All the Tzla’os became wider as they went up 

{as was explained}.    

 ְוָרֲחָבה 

And there were stairs that go up to the 

Tzla’os  

 ְוָנְסָבה ְלַמְעָלה ְלַמְעָלה ַלְצָלעֹות 

because the spiral stairs went upwards  ת ְלַמְעָלה ְלַמְעָלה י מּוַסב ַהַביִּ  כִּ

{in the Tzla’os} all around the house; יב ת  ָסבִּ יב ַלַביִּ  | ָסבִּ

where the widest {Tzela} was on top,  ת ְלָמְעָלה ַחב ַלַביִּ  ַעל ֵכן רֹּ

and from the bottom {Tzela} one could 

ascend to the top through the middle {Tzela}. 

יכֹוָנה:  ְוֵכן ַהַתְחתֹוָנה ַיֲעֶלה ַעל ָהֶעְליֹוָנה ַלתִּ

According to Rashi, this Pasuk is discussing the three levels of the Tzla’im, and 

explaining two things: 1) The Tzla’im would get wider as they went up (as we learned 

in the Mishna that the bottom was 5 Amos, the middle 6, and the top seven). 2) One 

went from the lower Tzela to the higher one by way of a spiral staircase inside the 

Tzela. 

Possibly, the Rambam would explain the entire Pasuk that it is referring to the Mesiba, 

the ramp that went up to the roof. “It became wider as it turned above to the Tzla’os, 

because the Mesiba goes up around the house, which makes it be wider as it goes up, 

and in that way we go from the bottom to the top through the middle." According to the 
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Rambam, the Mesiba is also referred to as a “Ta” or “Tzela”. The Mesiba begins 

from the middle level (since according to the Rambam the lower level is below the 

Heichal’s floor, at the bottom of the wall on the outside). The first level of the Mesiba 

(along the northern wall) is only 3 Amos wide, then on the third level of Ta’im (along 

the western wall) it is 4 Amos wide (in the 3rd Beis HaMikdash and 6 in the 2nd). 

Pasuk 8 'פסוק ח 

I saw that the building was very high    ַבּה ת גֹּ י ַלַביִּ יתִּ  ְוָראִּ

all around {on all sides};   יב יב ָסבִּ   ָסבִּ

the foundations of the Tzla’os {walls}   מּוְסדֹות ַהְצָלעֹות 

were a full stick {which is}  ָקֶנה הַ ְמלֹו 

six big Amos  יָלה  :ֵׁשׁש ַאמֹות ַאצִּ

Although the wall of the Tzela itself was 5 Amos thick {as we will learn in the next 

, the underground foundation is 6 Amos (thus making up the full 100 Ama of the Pasuk

.)Heichal 

ention the height t m’Navi doesn that thethe reason  tns thaplaiex os Yom TovfThe Tose

. chalHei theus to know the height of t want ’e the Pasuk doesnos is becaus’laof the Tz 

Pasuk 9 'פסוק ט 

The width of the outside wall of the Tzeila is 

five Amos, 

יר ֲאֶׁשר ַלֵצָלע ֶאל ַהחּוץ ָחֵמׁש ַאמֹות  ַחב ַהקִּ  רֹּ

and there is an empty space up to the Tzla’os   ַוֲאֶׁשר ֻמָנח ֵבית ְצָלעֹות 

of the Heichal {on the north & south}. :ת  ֲאֶׁשר ַלָביִּ

The “Munach” 

The Munach is a concept in the 3rd Beis HaMikdash, which according to most 

commentaries did not exist in the 2nd (and 1st).  

In the 2nd Beis HaMikdash, the Ulam extended a full 100 Ama width, and that went 

right up to the beginning of the Heichal. In the 3rd Beis haMikdash, the hundred Ama 

width of the front of the Ulam only be for 16 Ama (the 11 Ama of the Ulam and the 5 

Ama wall. Then, along the entrance to the Heichal, there will be a five Ama empty 

space on either side the 20 Ama width of the Heichal, and 6 Ama wall on either side 

(32 Amos), leaving an empty space of 34 Amos on either side. We will now learn the 

purpose of the “Munach”.  

Pasuk 10 'פסוק י 

And between the chambers  ּוֵבין ַהְלָׁשכֹות 

There is a width of 20 Amos   ים ַאָמה ַחב ֶעְׂשרִּ  רֹּ
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All around the Heichal: יב ת ָסבִּ יב ַלַביִּ יב ָסבִּ  :| ָסבִּ

Rashi explains that the chambers refer to the Lishkas in chapter 42 (which we will 

learn about BEH), that are 3 story structures 50 Amos wide and 100 Amos long, along 

both sides of the Heichal. The Pasuk is saying that the distance between the Heichal 

and the chambers is 20 Amos on either side. This Pasuk may be intimating that the 

purpose of the Munach, is that there is an entrance into the Tzla’os from the Lishka. 

According to Tosfos Yom Tov, the Lishka refers to the Tzla’os, which can also be 

referred  to as chambers, and the Pasuk is saying that throughout the Heichal there is 

a 20 Ama width between the Tzla’os on either side – meaning the twenty Ama width of  

the inside of the Heichal. 

Pasuk 11 פסוק י"א 

And the Tzeila opens up to the Munach;   ּוֶפַתח ַהֵצָלע ַלֻמָנח 

the one opening {of the Tzeila} on the north  ֶפַתח ֶאָחד ֶדֶרְך ַהָצפֹון 

and the other on the south,  ּוֶפַתח ֶאָחד ַלָדרֹום 

and the width of the area of the Munach is 5 

Amos all around:  

ַחב ְמקֹום ַהֻמָנח ָחֵמׁש  יבְורֹּ יב:  ַאמֹות ָסבִּ  ָסבִּ

  

See the Leshachos on the right and the left. Behind the protrusion of the Ulam there is 

a 5 Ama Munach – empty space. 
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Delving Deeper 

From the Source: 

The Gemara infers from the Pasuk ורחבה ונסבה למעלה (that we learned in describing the 

Mesiba), that in the time of Moshiach Yerushalayim will spread out throughout the entire 

Eretz Yisrael. 

Chassidus explains that this refers to the quality of unendingness and infinity that will be 

in Yerushalayim of the future, which expresses itself also in the eternal life that will be 

after Techiyas Hameisim. 

Discussion 

It is interesting that the Ta’im are referred to b 

y so many names: In the Pasuk in Melachim they are צלעות and יציעים. In the words of 

Chazal – תאים, and in the language of Yechezk’el – צלעות and also as we’ll see later – תאים. 

What is there purpose? According to Rashi – they seemed to have been some type of offices 

or storage place. According to the Rambam – it seems that their primary purpose is just 

the fact that they are there – regardless of what they are used for. However, apparently, 

they are all used to come in or go up to the attic. 

This fits with that which we learned earlier that according to the Rambam even the empty 

spaces (such as the space of the wall in the first Beis HaMikdash) is exact and precise – 

ה' עלי השכילמיד  . Perhaps this is also connected to the Rambam’s general opinion regarding 

the Beis HaMikdash – that the שכינה comes there in a way of רמעבי . In other words, a person 

can only do his part – the Avoda from below, but the actual Shechina comes by way of an 

“empty space”. This is also connected to the second aspect – the empty space is what 

allows the person תא – from the word אתא – to come and reach and connect to the G-dliness 

that is beyond the world, and the person’s perception. 

This is perhaps the purpose of the מונח as well, as we will BEH learn the different opinions 

regarding the מונח. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


