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Erev Shabbos Kodesh Matos-Mas’ei Rosh Chodesh Menachem-Av 

 ענייני בין המצרים

Moshiach Tidbit 

The Rebbe says that every Rosh Chodesh, when there is the renewal of the moon, to which 

the Jewish people are compared, the spark of Moshiach in every Jew is revealed, making it 

easier to ignite that spark, and burn down the remainder of the Galus wall, and bring 

Moshiach. This is also mentioned in the Maharsha in Baba Metzia, that Rosh Chodesh is a 

day in which it is easier to bring about the redemption. 

How much more so on the Rosh Chodesh of a month that is called Menachem, to the extent 

that according to Halacha, if one writes in the date on a contract, just Menachem, it is a 

sufficient reference to the month of Av. 

Since Menachem is the name of Moshiach, this makes the spark of Moshiach even more 

powerful on this Rosh Chodesh.  

Laws and customs of the nine days and Siyum on Masechta Tamid: 

It must be emphasized that the laws concerning mourning are only as they applied in 

previous years. This year Please G-d, these laws won’t apply as the mourning will already 

be transformed into joy. 

On the day before Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av, all (men, women & children) should 

increase in ציון במשפט תפדה – Torah study, especially about the Geula & the Beis 

HaMikdash, and ושביה בצדקה – giving Tzedaka, especially to Shuls & places of study 

(which are a miniature Beis HaMikdash), as well as the 3rd pillar upon which the world 

stands - עבודה, Davening especially asking Hashem for Moshiach & the building of the 

Beis HaMikdash.  

Tzedaka should amount to two (or preferably 3) meals, (being that the day before Rosh 

Chodesh is called יום כיפור קטן – a miniature Yom Kipur, we redeem the fast by giving 

Tzedaka.) 

Those who didn’t do all the above in the proper time, must do them on a later date, at 

the earliest possible opportunity. 

1. When Av begins we decrease in joy. Chassidim put an emphasis that the meaning 

of the words מחהממעטין בש , is that we decrease in activities that cause joy, but this 

too must be done בשמחה - with joy. Alternatively, ממעטין – we cause all negative 

things to go less and less; בשמחה – through joy! 

2. Every time the mourning increases (Rosh Chodesh, the week of Tisha B’Av, 7th of 

Av, Erev Tisha B’av etc.), it should bring with it an intensity in the activities that 

bring the Geula: Especially Torah learning (including learning more about Moshiach 

& the Beis HaMikdash), Davening & giving Tzedaka. 
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3. We do not eat meat or drink wine from Rosh Chodesh until the afternoon of the 10th 

of Av. This year, being that the Ta’anis is Nidche and we fast on Sunday the 10th of 

Av, these restrictions apply until Monday morning. 

4. We do not cut our nails on the week of Tisha B’Av. On Rosh Chodesh, we never cut 

our nails because of the Tzava’a of Rabbi Yehuda Hachasid. 

5. We do not bathe for pleasure, nor do laundry or wear freshly laundered clothes 

during these days, aside from Erev Shabbos in preparation for Shabbos. 

6. The Rebbe directed that we are to make Siyumim every day of the 9 days, although 

it is our custom not to eat meat or drink wine, even at a Siyum. We should, however, 

make a Seudas Mitzva in connection with the Siyumim. Where possible these 

Siyumim should continue until the 15th of Av. 

7. These Siyumim are similar to the Siyum of Erev Pesach, which is connected to the 

end of Galus with the 1st Geula, whereas these Siyumim are connected to the final 

Geula. 

8. In the same manner as the Jewish custom on Erev Pesach, an effort should be made 

to involve women & children, even small children, as well in these Siyumim. 

9. When we meet someone who wasn’t at a Siyum we should involve him by telling 

him over something regarding the end of the Masechta.  

10. We should end off every Siyum with a Vort about אהבת ישראל and encourage those 

present to give Tzedaka. 

11. We should also add & increase in all the Mivtzo’im. 

As we begin Menachem Av, may we immediately greet Moshiach Tzidkeinu (whose name 

is Menachem), and in the words of the Rebbe on Rosh Chodesh Av 5749: “point with 

our finger & say: Behold here is Menachem Moshiach Tzidkeinu … on this night 

Mamash!” 

The Rebbe mentioned that when one has to make a Siyum on a Masechta for nine 

(fifteen) days, it is natural that one will begin with a short Masecta like Tamid. Also, 

Tamid which means constant, takes precedence – as the rule is that תדיר קודם.  

Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av is the Yohrtzeit of Aharon HaKohen, regarding whom the 

Mishna states: “He loved peace & pursued peace, loved the creations (people) & brought 

them closer to Torah”.  

The Rebbe explains that Aharon HaKohen’s burial place on הר ההר – as mentioned in this 

week’s Parsha - symbolizes his life’s mission and the lesson that we must learn from him. 

Har – mountain, is an expression of love, and a mountain atop a mountain is the highest 

form of love. We must be students of Aharon, by focusing on the highest & greatest love 

for Hashem, which is expressed primarily through love for our fellow Jew.   

This also connects to the Siyum of (Gemara of) Masechta Tomid:  אמר ר' אלעזר אמר רבי

מודי ה' ורב שלום בניךינינא תלמידי חכמים מרבים שלום בעולם שנאמר וכל בניך לח “Torah scholars 
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increase peace in the world, as it is written ‘Much peace is for those who love Your Torah, 

and great is the peace of your children”.  

Aharon Kohein Gadol, who would do the Avoda, which is what this Masechta is all about, 

excelled in bringing peace between man & his fellow. The Avoda in the Beis HaMikdash, 

brings peace, so to speak, between Hashem & His world. 

By learning from Aharon HaKohen, and increasing in Ahavas Chinam, we will certainly 

bring the annulment of the Galus that was caused by baseless hate, and the building of the 

3rd Beis HaMikdash Now. This also brings to the completion of Tamid in Mishnayos:  השיר

 in the Beis שיר של יום as we will then sing to Hashem the daily – שהיו הלוים אומרים בביהמ"ק

HaMikdash; ending off with יר לעתיד לבא ליום בשבת היו אומרים מזמור שיר ליום השבת מזמור ש

ומנוחה לחיי העולמיםשכולו שבת   – the song for Shabbos – already now, on the Shabbos which 

is connected to Hashem having rested in the beginning of creation, is also the very same 

song for Shabbos – the ultimate Shabbos, the day that is fully Shabbos and resting forever 

and ever!  

This Shabbos is Chazak – we make a Siyum on Sefer Bamidbar. Since Dvorim is Mishne 

Torah (repetition of the Torah) this Chazak is akin to the Chazak on the entire Torah that 

is done on Simchas Torah! 

 ענייני בית המקדש

Lesson Twelve 

Inside of the Heichal and the Ulam 

• Midos Chapter 3 

• Rambam Laws of Beis Habechira Chapter 4 

• Yechezk’el Chapter 41 

• Delving Deeper – the attic and roof of the Heichal 

 e TorahRambam Mishn                                               רמב"ם הל' בית הבחירה     

      Chapter 4'פרק ד

Although the words of the Rambam are almost identical to the Mishna we learned earlier 

– we will now learn it in the Rambam. 

These Halachos are describing the Mesiba – which according to the Rambam is a ramp, 

in which one could ascend from the Ta’im to the attic of the Heichal. 

According to the Rambam, the word “Ta” means a cavity in the wall (or between to walls); 

thus the area that contains the “Mesiba” is also referred to as a “Ta”. The ramp would 

go along three sides of the Heichal. One would go along the entire northern wall, then 

along the western wall was level two of the Ta’im, and level three was along the southern 

wall, at which point the person would reach the door of the attic. 

Halacha 11 הלכה י"א 

There was a ramp ascending ה עֹולָּה ְיתָּ ה הָּ  ּוְמִסבָּ
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from the north east corner   ִחית ְצפֹוִנית ן ִמְזרָּ רֶּ  ִמקֶּ

to the north west corner ִבית ן ְצפֹוִנית ַמֲערָּ רֶּ  ,ְלקֶּ

upon which one would go up to the roofs 

of the “Ta’im”. 

יּו עֹולִ  ּה הָּ בָּ ִא שֶּ  .יםים ְלַגּגֹות ַהתָּ

One would ascend the ramp while facing 

west, 

ב נָּיו ַלַמֲערָּ ה ּופָּ ה ִבְמִסבָּ יָּה עֹולֶּ  ,הָּ

and walk across the entire north side  ְך פֹוןאת ִהלֵּ ל ַהצָּ  ,ְפנֵּי כָּ

until reaching the west; ב הּוא ַמִּגיַע ַלַמֲערָּ  .ַעד שֶּ

hing west he would turn so that pon reacU

he faced south, 

רֹוםִהִּגיַע  נָּיו ַלדָּ ַפְך פָּ ב, הָּ  .ַלַמֲערָּ

nd walk along the entire westA  ְך ל את ִהלֵּ בְפנֵּי כָּ  ,ַהַמֲערָּ

until he reached the south. רֹום הּוא ַמִּגיַע ַלדָּ  .ַעד שֶּ

rn so he would tu hen he reached southW

that he faced east, 

ח נָּיו ַלִמְזרָּ ַפְך פָּ רֹום, הָּ  .ִהִּגיַע ַלדָּ

e would walk along the entire eastH רֹוםו ְך ַבדָּ יָּה ְמַהלֵּ  ,הָּ

until reaching the opening of the attic, ל ּה שֶּ הּוא ַמִּגיַע ְלִפְתחָּ  ,ֲעִליָּה ַעד שֶּ

attic was open opening of the because the 

to the south. 

ל ּה שֶּ ִפְתחָּ רֹום שֶּ תּוַח ַלדָּ  .ֲעִליָּה פָּ

 

concept. Seemingly, there was no real Heichal is a very interesting  theThe attic of 

nter the Heichal fact that workers would use it to e theattic other than  thepurpose in 

through a hole y would enter ly of Holies when something needed fixing. Theand Ho

t see the inside of ’from the attic, and would be encased in a box, so that they shouldn

we will learn that when something needed fixing, when ater Lthe Holy of Holies. 

n imperfection and t a Kohen that had aa Kohen, or at leaswould send  possible they

t able to find a Jew, ’, then if they werent find’. If they couldnt able to do Avoda’wasn

Jew. This concept of fixing the Heichal is emphasized -they would even send in a non

 thece of information that is not quoted in he Rambam adds here a piehat tby the fact t

ent Mishna (in Perek 3 when describing the stones of Mishna here, rather in a differ

once a year. plasteredHeicha would be  theMizbayach) that says that  the 

Halacha 12 הלכה י"ב 

the opening of the atticAt  ל ּה שֶּ  ֲעִליָּה ּוְבִפְתחָּ
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there were two wooden beams ל יּו ְשנֵּי ְכלֹונֹוסֹות שֶּ ז הָּ רֶּ  ,אֶּ

one would go up to the attic. with which ל ּה שֶּ ן עֹוִלין ְלַגּגָּ הֶּ בָּ  .ֲעִליָּה שֶּ

And there were beams protruding from 

separated in the attic,the wall that  

ְפִסין  ן ְפסֶּ ֲעִליָּה יןַמְבִדילהיו ְורֹאשָּ  ,בָּ

between the area of holy, and the Holy of 

.Holies 

ין  ש לְ גג הבֵּ ִשים גגֹקדֶּ דָּ ש ַהקֳּ  .ֹקדֶּ

There were opening in the attic  ֲעִליָּה יּו ְפתּוִחין בָּ  ְולּוִלין הָּ

f Holiesto the Holy o ִשים דָּ ש ַהקֳּ ית ֹקדֶּ  ְלבֵּ

through which they would lower workers 

,1in boxes 

ת  ן ְמַשְלִשין אֶּ הֶּ בָּ ִנישֶּ ֻאמָּ בֹות ןהָּ  ,ַבתֵּ

so that they should not feed their eyes 

from the Holy of Holies. 

ית ֹקדֶּ  ן ִמבֵּ ינֵּיהֶּ ת עֵּ לֹא ִיּזֹונּו אֶּ י שֶּ ִשיםְכדֵּ דָּ  .ש ַהקֳּ

Pesach to Pesach {on from  –Once a year 

Pesach} precedingthe days  

 ופעם אחת בשנה מפסח לפסח

Azara would be replastered.he T מלבנין את ההיכל 

 1s Prophecy    Ch. 4’el’Yechezk                                            אמ"סי'    בואת יחזקאל נ

  12Posuk י"בפסוק 

In this Pasuk, the Navi describes the dimensions of the Heichal and its Ta’im. 

ר ל ְוַהִבְניָּן ֲאשֶּ ה ְפנֵּי ַהִּגזְ -אֶּ   structure that ran along the fortressThe   רָּ

ְך רֶּ  heading towards the west ַהיָּם, -ְפַאת דֶּ

ה,   ,was seventy Amos wide ֹרַחב ִשְבִעים ַאמָּ

ש מֵּ ִביב -ְוִקיר ַהִבְניָּן חָּ ַאמֹות ֹרַחב, סָּ

ִביב;   סָּ

and the wall of the structure was five Amos wide 

 all around, 

ה ְרכֹו, ִתְשִעים ַאמָּ  h ninety Amos.and its lengt . ְואָּ

Rashi explains that the fortress refers to the large building –the Heichal itself, and 

the structure is the Ta’im or Tzla’os (chambers) that are all around it. These are 

lower than the actual building, as the Ta’im were 5 Amos height each of them. 

According to the Tosefos Yom Tov, however, the Ta’im reach the full height of the 

                                                           
1 With the boxes facing the wall, so that could fix necessary things. 
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building (at least the first floor), which is why the Pasuk does not say how high the 

Ta’im will be – so that we don’t know the height of the building. Thus, the width of 

the Heichal with the Ta’im (from north to south) is 70 Amos. We already made the 

calculation for the second Beis HaMikdash, but here we’re missing two Amos on 

either side, because the Ta’im are 4 Amos instead of 6. Therefore, Rashi calculated 

the Mesiba and water chamber as 2 Amos wider (5 instead of 3) on either side. 

The wall of the structure means the walls of the Ta’im which is 5 Amos as we learned. 

Its length is 90 Amos, from east to west until the end of the Munach, up until the Beis 

HaChalifos, which with the wall of the Ulam is 10 Amos. 

The Rambam, however, holds that the Ta’im are part of the building, as they are the 

cavities between the walls, and go all the way up. However, Rashi brings a second 

interpretation that Gizra means chambers. As such, the Rambam can explain either 

that it is referring to the chambers that were mentioned in the previous Pasuk, 

alternatively, it can mean the Tzla’os, or perhaps it means the width, up until the Beis 

HaChalifos. 

Beis HaMikdash according  ndthe measurement of seventy Amos, in the 2Regarding 

o Rashi, the Heichal was only seventy Amos wide, north to south, and according to t

until the Beis HaChalifos (which extended on means the Rambam, the seventy Amos 

.the sides as well) 
 

Posuk 13 "גפסוק י 

And he measured the length of the entire house, one 

hundred Amos 

ת ַדד אֶּ ה; -ּומָּ ה ַאמָּ אָּ ְך מֵּ  ַהַבִית, ֹארֶּ

All inclusive, the fortress, the structure {Ta’im} with 

the walls, 

 , יהָּ ה ְוַהִבְניָּה ְוִקירֹותֶּ  ְוַהִּגְזרָּ

It is the length of 100 Amos: ה ה ַאמָּ אָּ ְך מֵּ  .  ֹארֶּ

Posuk 14 "דפסוק י 

Ans the width of the front of the house on the east 

{with the Beis HaChalifos} 

ִדים,  ה ַלקָּ  ְוֹרַחב ְפנֵּי ַהַבִית ְוַהִּגְזרָּ

is one hundred Amos ה ה ַאמָּ אָּ  מֵּ

As we learned that Beis HaChalifos extended an extra 15 Amos on either side. (According 

to the Rambam, this continued all along the north & south sides as well in the 2nd Beis 

HaMikdash. In the 3rd Beis HaMikdash, the Tosefos Yom Tov says that even the Rambam 

will agree that the actual Heichal was only 70 Amos, because the Beis HaChalifos would 

not extend past the Munach. We will discuss this more BEH at a later time. Regardless, 

these P'sukim do not prove it, because the previous Pasuk was only discussing the actual 

Heichal and its Ta’im, as the Mishna in Midos also says that their width was 70 Amos. 

Also the fact that this Pasuk says from the east could be: 1) because the Beis HaChalifos 
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is considered an extension of the Ulam which is on the east. 2) Even in the 2nd Beis 

HaMikdash, the Heichal became a bit narrower in the back, as we learned in the Mishna 

& Rambam.  

 

Posuk 15  ו"טפסוק 

He then measured the length of the structure that is 

upon the fortress  

ְך ַדד ֹארֶּ ל ּומָּ ה  ַהִבְניָּן אֶּ  ְפנֵּי ַהִּגְזרָּ

to behind it {from east to west}  ר יהָּ  ַעל ֲאשֶּ  ַאֲחרֶּ

and its wings {Beis HaChalifos}on either side, 100 

Amos;  

א ִמפְוַאִתיקֶּ  הֹו ּוִמפֹו יהָּ ה ַאמָּ אָּ   מֵּ

and the inner Heichal and the Holy of Holies and the 

entrance halls of the Azara: 

ל ַהְפִניִמי  יכָּ רְוַההֵּ צֵּ חָּ י הֶּ   .ְוֻאַלמֵּ

Rashi explains the first part of this Pasuk that the angel is now measuring from east to west on 

the south side just as he did on the north. He is measuring the entire area that is in front of the 

Ulam (including the Beis HaChalifos) even though according to Rashi there is no structure there. 

The second part of the Pasuk is a new concept, and it extends into the next Pasuk. 

Posuk 16  ז"טפסוק 

There were doorposts & closed windows2  ֲאֻטמֹות  ַהִסִפים ְוַהַחלֹוִנים הָּ

                                                           
2 There are various interpretations to “covered windows”. Either it means that the windows will have glass 

panes, or that the windows are closed with a covering of wood and gold, or that the windows are narrow on 

the inside and wider on the outside – in order to let the light out rather than in. 
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and pillars3 all around for all three4; ִביב ַאִתיִקים סָּ ם,  ,ְוהָּ ְשתָּ  ִלְשלָּ

the doorposts on both sides had beams of cedar wood 

on them, 

ץ  ד ַהַסף ְשִחיף עֵּ גֶּ ִביב נֶּ ִביב סָּ  סָּ

and from the ground until the windows, ץ רֶּ אָּ  ַהַחלֹונֹות  ַעד ְוהָּ

as well as the windows, were covered with {gold-

plated} wood. 

 .ֹּלנֹות ְמֻכסֹותְוַהחַ 

The walls of the entire inside of the inner Azara and Heichal including the halls, are all covered 

with gold. Since, however, gold cannot be placed on stones, there are wooden blocks for the gold 

to be attached to. 

Posuk 17  ז"יפסוק 

Also above the doors, ַתח -ַעל ַעל ַהפֶּ  מֵּ

as well as the inner chamber (Holy of Holies) and the 

outside (Heichal), 

 ַהַבִית ַהְפִניִמי ְוַלחּוץ -ְוַעד

and the entire wall all around, ל ל-ְואֶּ ִביב, -כָּ ִביב סָּ  ַהִקיר סָּ

inside (Holy of Holies), and outside (Heichal) are all 

covered with {gold – plated} blocks of wood made 

to size.  

   .ִמדֹות ְפִניִמי ּוַבִחיצֹוןבַ 

Posuk 18  ח"יפסוק 

The block of wood is engraved with drawings of 

angels & palm trees, 

שּוי ְכרּוִבים ְוִתֹמִרים;   ְועָּ

with a palm tree between one angel and the other,  ין ה בֵּ  ְכרּוב ִלְכרּוב, -ְוִתֹמרָּ

and each angel had two faces.  ִנים ַלְכרּובּוְש  . ַנִים פָּ

Posuk 19  ט"יפסוק 

There was the face of a man facing the palm tree 

from one side, 

ל ם אֶּ דָּ ה ִמפֹו, -ּוְפנֵּי אָּ  ַהִתֹמרָּ

and the face of a lion from the other side, ל-ּוְפנֵּי ה ִמפֹו, -ְכִפיר אֶּ  ַהִתֹמרָּ

this was done in the entire housed all around. ל שּוי אֶּ ל-עָּ ִביב-כָּ ִביב סָּ  .ַהַבִית, סָּ

Posuk 20  כ'פסוק 

From the floor until above the door   ץ ַעד רֶּ אָּ הָּ ַתח, -מֵּ ַעל ַהפֶּ  מֵּ

 ַהְכרּוִבים ְוַהִתֹמִרים ֲעשּוִים;  ,here are these drawings of angels & palm treesא

as well as the {entire} wall of the Heichal. ל יכָּ  . ְוִקיר ַההֵּ

                                                           
3 This seems to imply that the Holy of Holies had pillars by the walls as well. 

4 The Heichal, inner room (Holy of Holies), and the entrance halls of the Azara 
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The drawing is not An artist’s impression of the designs on the gates of the Azara. 

 it should the angel should have two head looking to either side, and as in reality ,accurate

trees.between two palm  in be 

 

 

Mishna - Tractate Midos Chapter 3                                'משנה    )מידות(  פרק ג      

Mishna 7 משנה ז 

The doorway of the Ulam ם ל אּולָּ  ,ִפְתחֹו שֶּ

was 40 Amos high {the height of the inside of 

the Heichal5} 

ה ִעים ַאמָּ ְבהֹו ַאְרבָּ  ,ּגָּ

and 20 Amos wide {the  Heichal’s width}. ה ְשִרים ַאמָּ ְחבֹו עֶּ  .ְורָּ

There were 5 decorative6 beams of Milas7 

wood above the door {on the outside} 

ש  מֵּ יוְוחָּ יּו ַעל ַּגבָּ יַלת הָּ ל מֵּ יֹות שֶּ  .ַמְלְתרָּ

The bottom one went beyond the door, ַתח ת ַעל ַהפֶּ פֶּ  ַהַתְחתֹונָּה עֹודֶּ

one Ama on either side (22 Amos), ה ִמּזֶּה ה ִמּזֶּה, ְוַאמָּ  .ַאמָּ

and the one above it was longer than the 

bottom one 

יהָּ  לֶּ ת עָּ פֶּ נָּה עֹודֶּ ה ִממֶּ ְלַמְעלָּ  ְושֶּ

one Ama on either side {and so on}, ה ִמּזֶּה ה ִמּזֶּה, ְוַאמָּ  .ַאמָּ

hence, the top beam was 30 Amos. ה ְליֹונָּה ְשֹלִשים ַאמָּ עֶּ את הָּ  .ִנְמצֵּ

                                                           
5 The Ulam, as the name suggests was an open hall, with no door, its height until the ceiling, and its width the 

entire distance between the north & south walls. In the 3rd Beis HaMikdash, there will apparently be 3 Ama 

doorposts on either side of the opening (leaving the opening 14 Amos wide). 

6 The beams had all types of designs on them. 

7 From a “Milas” (ash) tree. 
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There was a row of stones {of the wall} 

between 1 beam & the next. 

ל ַאַחת  ין כָּ יָּה בֵּ ִנים הָּ ל ֲאבָּ ְך שֶּ ְוִנְדבָּ

 .ְוַאַחת

 
rotice the beams on top of the dooN 

Mishna 8 משנה ח 

There were beams of cedar wood  יּו ְקבּוִעין ז הָּ רֶּ ל אֶּ  ּוְכלֹוְנסֹות שֶּ

from the wall of the היכל to the wall of the 

Ulam, 

ם ל אּולָּ ְתלֹו שֶּ ל ְלכָּ יכָּ ל הֵּ ְתלֹו שֶּ  ,ִמכָּ

{supporting the walls} that they shouldn’t cave 

in {due to their height}. 

לֹא ִיְבַעט י שֶּ  .ְכדֵּ

The Tosefos Yom Tov explains that the beams were not actually built into the 

building; in order not to transgress the transgression against building wood into the 

Beis HaMikdash. 

There were golden chins hanging from the 

ceiling of the Ulam 

יּו ְקבּועֹות ְבִתקְ  ב הָּ ל ּזָּהָּ ַרת ְוַשְרְשרֹות שֶּ

ם אּולָּ  ,הָּ

so that the young Kohanim could climb8 י ְכֻהנָּה עֹוִלין ן ִפְרחֵּ הֶּ בָּ  ,שֶּ

and gaze at the crowns in the windows {above 

the 20 אמות of the Heichal gate}, 

ַבַחלֹונֹות רֹות שֶּ ֲעטָּ ת הָּ  ְורֹוִאין אֶּ

as is written:  :ֱאַמר נֶּ  שֶּ

“The crowns will be "ֹרת ִתְהיֶּה ֲעטָּ  ְוהָּ

for Cheilem, Tuvia, Yedaya & Chein the son of 

Tzephania {the donors}  

ן ְצַפְניָּה ן בֶּ ם ּוְלטֹוִביָּה ְוִליַדְעיָּה ּוְלחֵּ לֶּ  ,ְלחֵּ

as a remembrance in the Heichal”. 'יַכל ה רֹון ְבהֵּ  ."ְלִזכָּ

                                                           
8 The crowns had been there since the early days of the prophets, and looking at them would help a person 

attain higher levels of fear of G-d. 
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There was a golden vine above the door of the 

Heichal 

ל  ת ַעל ִפְתחֹו שֶּ דֶּ ה עֹומֶּ ְיתָּ ב הָּ ל ּזָּהָּ ן שֶּ פֶּ ְוגֶּ

ל יכָּ  הֵּ

wrapped around sticks, י ְכלֹוְנסֹות ה ַעל ַּגבֵּ  .ּוֻמְדלָּ

anyone who would donate a {golden} leave, 

grape or cluster 

ה,  לֶּ ב עָּ הּוא ִמְתַנדֵּ ל ִמי שֶּ ַּגְרִּגיר, אֹו כָּ

ְשכֹול  ,אֶּ

would bring and hang on the vine. ּה ה בָּ ִביא ְותֹולֶּ  .מֵּ

Said Rabbi Eliezer Bar Tzadok: דֹוק זָּר ִבְרִבי צָּ ְלעָּ ַמר ְרִבי אֶּ  :אָּ

One time they needed 300 Kohanimn {to lift it. 

It was heavy from all the grapes}: 

יָּה ה הָּ אֹות  ַמֲעשֶּ יהָּ ְשֹלש מֵּ לֶּ ְוִנְמנּו עָּ

 .ֹכֲהִנים

It is interesting to note that the Rambam doesn’t mention the beams or the chains, neither 

the golden vine. 

Delving Deeper 

From the Source: 

According to the Gemara and the Rambam – although the Holy of Holies itself – the Kohein 

Gadol entered once a year; the attic was only entered into once in seven years. 

There are sources in Rashi, Midrash and the Zohar that refer to this attic as the ר המיטותחד  

– the bedroom, so to speak, where Hashem and the Jewish people are unified. Hence, its 

holiness is even greater than that of the Holy of Holies. 

Above that, on the roof, was the fence. 

We know that a Shul or Beis Midrash do not need a המעק  on their roof. Why then was one 

needed for the Beis HMikdash? 

The Rebbe explains that the reason a Shul is exempt from a fence, is because a Shul belongs 

to everyone equally, even someone who lives far away. Hence, who will we obligate in 

building the fence? 

However, the Beis HaMikdash, despite the fact that it belongs to all Jews equally, all Jews 

were also involved in building it, and therefore the obligation of making a fence rests upon 

all the Jewish people. 

In the spiritual sense: The roof is the highest part of a person – his intellectual powers. It is 

there that a person may get tainted, G-d forbid, by ego. Hence, one must make a fence, 

something that is above intellect – to insure that he doesn’t “fall” into the pitfalls of 

egotism, which is the root of all bad. 

In a Shul or Beis Midrash – where a person is involved with his personal service of Hashem, 

this is not necessary; however, in the Beis HaMikdash which is the very essence of Avoda 

– there is the necessity of a מעקה. 
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Discussion 

The highest part of the Heichal is the second floor. This symbolizes something that is 

beyond limitations. It is from the attic that one can fix things that need fixing inside the 

Heichal itself. Similarly, it is Torah study that fixes all issues of the person, since Torah 

study connects a person to Hashem in a manner that is beyond all limitation. Torah study 

enables a person to bring the spiritual energy into every other aspect of the world. Thus, 

also, when we learn about Moshiach we actually bring this reality into the existence of the 

world. 

However, there must be a gate of Kabolas Ol – connecting to something that is above and 

beyond only intellect itself. It is this that enables the person to not fall G-d forbid into 

“Yeshus” – ego and haughtiness.  
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